
 
 

 

 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO:  Mayfield Village Council 

Mayor Brenda Bodnar 

FROM: Law Director Anthony Coyne 

DATE: February 27, 2020 

SUBJECT: Revisions to Section 123.02 Contracts: Advertising for Bids; Award 

 

  

Mayfield Village C.O. Section 123.02 provides procedures for expenditures. Currently, the 

Mayor has authority to authorize expenditures in amounts less than $4,999; Council has the 

authority to authorize expenditures between $5,000 and $24,999 after receiving two written 

quotes; and expenditures over $25,000 must made through the competitive bidding procedure.  

Included with this memorandum are proposed revisions to Section 123.02 that provides 

clarity to the procedure for expenditures and increases the threshold amounts for the advertising 

of bids and the purchase of certain goods and services in order to reduce administrative burden. 

Section 123.02 has not been revised since 2012 when the Ordinance Review Committee 

recommended that the threshold amounts be increased. Over the past 8 years the cost of goods and 

services has naturally increased and therefore the threshold amounts have become out of date 

creating additional administrative burden on the Village. 

The first revision to 123.02 would increase the threshold for requiring competitive bidding 

from $25,000 to $50,000. This brings the bidding threshold in line with what the state of Ohio 

requires and many communities in northeast Ohio require. Attached as Exhibit A is a survey of 

communities in northeast Ohio done by Marybeth Betsa, Clerk of Council, for reference.  

Competitive bidding is costly and time consuming and therefore reducing the number of projects 

that will require competitive bidding procedure would enable the Village to be more cost effective. 

Additionally, it would allow the Village more flexibility in selecting qualified contractors and 

vendors. 

The second revision adds language to Section 123.02 that clarifies expenditures above the 

Mayor’s spending authority and below the competitive bidding threshold can be authorized by 

Council through motion and do not need to be passed by resolution.  
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Lastly, the final revision increases the Mayor’s spending authority from $4,999 to $9,999 

and in the case of an emergency up to $25,000. This increase will reduce the amount of purchases 

that require council approval and allow the Mayor to address emergencies without having to take 

the time to receive Council approval through legislation which would likely be at a special meeting 

of Council. Council receives a monthly financial report and therefore will still be informed 

regarding expenditures and the Village’s current financial position.   

Overall, the attached revisions to Section 123.02 are a necessary update in order to reduce 

administrative burden and enable the Village to operate more efficiently. Expenditure thresholds 

should be updated from time to time in order to allow for changes in the cost of goods and services. 



123.02 CONTRACTS: ADVERTISING FOR BIDS; AWARD, PURCHASES AND 

SPENDING AUTHORITY. 

 

The advertising for bids involving the expenditure of more than twenty-five fifty thousand 

dollars ($2550,000) shall be made by motion of Council directing the Clerk of Council to advertise 

for not less than once during each of two consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 

in the Municipality. Notwithstanding the authority of Council, the Mayor shall also have the 

authority to place an advertisement for bids as required herein. The award of a contract accepting 

such bid shall be by resolution of Council and shall direct the Mayor and President of Council to 

enter into an appropriate contract. 

 

No purchase of goods and services in an amount equal to or greater than five ten thousand 

dollars ($510,000) but less than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) shall be made without first 

obtaining at least two written quotations from reputable suppliers submitted to Council. Authority 

to make such purchases and enter into any related contract shall be made by motion approved by 

a majority of the members elected to Council. 

 

For the purchase of goods or services in amounts less than five ten thousand dollars 

($510,000) the Mayor shall have authority to make the purchase without prior authorization from 

Council so long as the availability of appropriated funds for such purchase is certified by the 

Finance Director. In addition, the Mayor shall have further authority to purchase, without prior 

authorization of Council, goods or services in amounts less than ten five thousand dollars 

($510,000) even though such amount is unappropriated. In the event of an emergency that 

threatens the health, safety and/or welfare of the residents of Mayfield Village the Mayor shall 

have the authority to make a purchase in an amount not to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars 

($25,000.00) without prior authorization from Council even though such amount is not 

appropriated.  
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A B C D

MUNICIPALITY MAYOR'S SPENDING LIMIT COMPETITIVE BID LIMIT OTHER COMMENTS

AVON LAKE $10,000 $50,000

BARBERTON NONE $50,000

BAY VILLAGE $20,000

BEDFORD $10,000 $50,000

BROADVIEW HEIGHTS $15,000 $25,000

BROOKPARK $25,000 $25,000

BROOKLYN $25,000 $25,000

BRUNSWICK $25,000 $25,000

EAST CLEVELAND $50,000 $50,000

EASTLAKE $25,000 $25,000

FAIRVIEW PARK $15,000 $50,000

GARFIELD HEIGHTS $15,000

GATES MILLS $25,000

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS $7,500 $25,000

HIGHLAND HILLS $25,000 $25,000

HUDSON $25,000 $25,000 city manager, not mayor

HUNTING VALLEY $50,000 $50,000

INDEPENDENCE $15,000 $15,000

LAKEWOOD $7,500

LYNDHURST $10,000 $10,000

MACEDONIA $50,000 $50,000

MAYFIELD HEIGHTS $24,999 $50,000

MEDINA $15,000 $25,000

MENTOR $50,000 $50,000

NORTH OLMSTED $5,000 $50,000 currently, pending legislation change 5,000-25,000

NORTH RIDGEVILLE $50,000 $50,000

NORTH ROYALTON $25,000 $25,000

OAKWOOD VILLAGE $50,000 $50,000

REYNOLDSBURG $10,000 $25,000

ROAMING SHORES $15,000 $50,000

STREETSBORO $8,500

STRONGSVILLE NONE $50,000

STOW $15,000 $20,000

WADSWORTH $50,000 $50,000

WESTLAKE $50,000 $50,000

WICKLIFFE $25,000 $50,000

Exhibit A
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