
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Mayor Bodnar, Council President Saponaro and Members of Council 

FROM:  Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration  

DATE:  November 3, 2017 

RE:  First Responders Memorial Trailhead Update 

 

 I’m sorry to report that our ODNR Natureworks application for funding $68,300 of the trailhead 

project was not successful.  Based on previous conversations with Council, we will nevertheless move 

ahead with budgeting this project for 2018.  Tom Cappello is working with Landscape Architect Jim 

McKnight to prepare designs and bid specifications and advertise the project over the winter months so 

that construction can begin next spring. 

 Attached are preliminary plans for the First Responders Memorial Trailhead.  The plans include 12 

parking spaces, two of which will be dedicated handicap spaces.  There will be three separate plaza areas—one 

with the First Responders Memorial, one with a bike rack and kiosk for trail maps, and the third with a fire pit for 

flag retirement ceremonies.  All pathways from the parking area to the memorial, the flag retirement area, and to 

the Greenway will be wheelchair and ADA accessible 

 If you look at the detail plan for the First Responders Memorial, it includes two granite spires to mimic the 

Twin Towers.  The steel beam from the World Trade Center that Chief Carcioppolo obtained from the Port 

Authority of NY and NJ will be suspended on a steel post between the spires.  We also are looking into the 

possibility of including an information kiosk with audio (and potentially video) to allow visitors to listen to 

recordings from the New York City Fire Department and a variety of news organizations chronicling the events of 

9/11.   

 I have also attached the cost estimate that was used for our Natureworks Application.  Costs will change 

as the design evolves, but we will include sufficient funds in 2018 capital budget to cover this project. 

 Please don’t hesitate to let me or Tom know if you have any comments or suggestions during this design 

phase.  Thank you.  

 

cc: Dept. Heads 

 Attachments:   Oct 23, 2017 Letter from ODNR 

   Trail Head Site Plan 

   Detail for First Responders Plaza 

   Landscape Plan 

   Cost Estimate  
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