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Workers use earthmoving equipment as they start construction of Wildcat Park, the facilities renovation project at  Mayfield High 
School. I 
Wildcat Park Project to benefit ' 
Mavfield Schools, residents 
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Check out the d e s ~ g n  of what the 

While construction has begun to ren- 
ovate Mayfield High School, cominu- 
nity members are trying to raise money 
for another project on the property. 

The Wildcat Park Project is looking 
to raise $3 million in order to upgrade 
the school's sports facilities as well as 
create green recreational space between 
them, volunteer project manager Ken 
Myles said. 

Currently a resident of Bratenahl, 
Myles spent 22 years in the Mayfield 
area, and graduated from the high school 
in 1978. He organized the nonprofit 
organization in order to gather volunteers 
and funding to create a space that the 
entire community could enjoy, he said. 

The $3 million would go toward 
improving existing sports facilities, cre- 
ating new fields for soccer, tennis and 
softball as well as bleachers, parking, 
walking areas, an outdoor track, and 
also improvements inside the school. 

The walking areas are what will con- 
nect each facility with open green 

completed Wildcat park might look 
like 

space, pavilions and a plaza as the cen- 
ter point to all fields. 

"The idea is that while you have 
these different a!hletic venues, the park 
is what 'lies them all together," Myles 
said. "So you're not leaving baseball, 
and nothing all the way until the other 
side of campus. The park will be all in 
between." 

The project is expected to be corn-- 
pleted by fall of next year, and Myles is 
confident in the ability to raise the nec- 
essary funds. He said he will recruit 
about 200 volunteers including students 
and alumni to distribute information 
throughout the community on Sept. 17, 
starting wirl-! a rally at the high school 
before the volunteers head out. 

"This is not about one individual 
writing one big check, this is about the 

entire comnnunity coining together for 
this caused' Myles said. "Here in May- 
field, we're very proud of the fact that 
we're Mayfield, we're very proud that 
we're one of the top 500 schools in the 
coilntry, so slow it's time for the com- 
munity ko step up and make it happen." 

District Treasurer Scott C. Snyder has 
par.2nere.d with Myles in order to handle 
donations as treasurer of the Wildcat 
Foundation. 

L < T  Y P  ., ceaily a district-community part- 
nei.~ip:q ,, ,. Snjider said. "This was kind 
of an idea that came from the commu- 
nity arid we; listened. We're looking at 
four different conlmunities but one 
common school district," he said, noting 
that Mayfield Village, Mayfield 
Heights, Gates Mills and Highland 
Heights would, benefit from the park. 

"I think what people typically think 
is 'k only go to the school for an athletic 
event.' 1; think what we're tiying to do is 
break down that barrier and say this is a 
comro,naiity asset, this is yours to come 
np and e;njt~y,'' Snyder said. 

For m ~ r t '  iilfOrmntion or to donate, 
visit ~jwvv.n~fly$e~dwi~dcatpnrk.com. 
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Severe weather in the ... 
form of a hurricane is good ;., 

news to Mayfielcl eighth- 
graders hoping to break a "' 
science project record. .,, 

Students gathered outside 
Mayfield Middle School, on -, 

Friday to release balloons 
/ and track how far they travel - 

within the next 14 hours. 
The increased winds : 

could take the balloons to 
' 

the Carolinas or farher, ,. 
earth science teacher David ., 
Lammert said. The recortl , ' 

, currently is Atlanta. 
' After counting down ,:-; 

from 10, the students 
released the ~nullicolor bal- . 
loons into the air ant1 
watched and cheered as . 
they floated away. 

I "I can still see mine! It's , . 
the blue one, see it?" Lam- , 
mert joked as lhe balloons , ~ .  
were nearly out of sight. 

Theballoons areequipped .> 

with tags that mark which 
student they belong lo, as 
well as an email address 
with a request to be con- 
tacted when found. The 
activity has been taking ' 
place for seven years, and 
has always had success with 
people responding, Lam- , , 

mert said. 

"We were trying to find a s p  

creative way to track upper h.4 

level jet streams and local ' a  

winds, and what's not abet- " 
ter way to do so than with 
helium balloons," he said of ; ,  
the project's beginning. - :  

The launch was held for .',, 

the first time at the middle ., 

school since for more than 
20 years the district's . ,  , 

eighth-graders attended .- 
classes at Mayfield High 
School. 

"For me it's like coming "' 
home again, I was here, I ., 
was there," eighth-grade *.' 
math teacher Karen Even- 
chik said of the change, 
noting that she has been a- 
teaching in the Mayfield =.: 

district for 35 years. +.  

"The social pressure to ':: 
be more grown up isn't ,.t 
here," she said of the middle .:I; 
school environment. 'They :" 
can just stay eighth-graders,:* 
all year as opposed to trying ;;; 
to be something that they're #;: 
not." 

Lammert plans to keep (: 
the high school and 1nidd1e.i.; 
school science students l': 
connected through the 11 
astronomy club, which will -: 
offer the opportunity to ,:; 
interact instead of a daily .;; 
environment together, he ; , l  

E~ghth- 
grade 
earth 
science 
teacher David Lammert 
gives students a pep 
talk before they release . 
their balloons. 
www.News-Herald.essm 



Tour for Mayfield Village 
seniors set for Sept. 14 
The Mayfield Village Hu- 

man Services Department of- 
fers seniors age 60 and older a 
Sept. 14 tour of the Cleveland 
Police Department Museum, 
lunch at Massimo, da Milano 
restaurant, and shopping at 
the West Side Market. 

Limited sears are available 
a t  $30 for the tour. Register 
by Sept. 7 at (440) 919-2332. 

OTHER HEALTHY OPTIONS: If 
Zumba sounds like a little too 

much, then maybe you need 
an alternative method to stay 
active. 

Fitness c lasses  begin at  
Health 360,700 Beta Drive, in 
Mayfield Village, this month 
for those 18 and older. 

Classes in  Yoga, Mat Pi-  
. Iates, Cardio Kickboxing and 
Zumba will be offered to fit 
your needs. 

Sign up for one, or more if 
you're feeIing really moti- 
vated, as  classes are held a t  
different times on different 
days beginn~ng Sept. 8. 

The cost for each class is 
$30 and the registration dead- 
line is Sept. 6. 

Contact (440) 461-5163, 

~ ~ T M E S S  FOR THE MIND: Keep- 
ing f i t  isn ' t  just l imited to 
what  you can  do fo r  y o u r  
body, but also for your mind. 

For many seniors and even 
some much yorrnger - I know 
I have my moments - certain 
things escape our minds and 
some may be too important to 
forget. 

Now, the Mayfield branch 

,New Mayfield library will offer 
taxpayers more long-term value 

The Aug. 18 letter to the ed- 
itor, "Moving library to mini- 
mally populated area not a 
great  idea," posed several  
questions regarding the con- 
struction of a new Mayfield 
Branch of Cuyahoga County 
Public Library along SOM 
Center Road. 

In response, I must respect- 
fully point out that the Cuya- 
hoga County Public Library 
Board of Trustees' decision to 
relocate the Mayfield Branch 
was not made lightly. I t  fol- 
lowed a comprehensive stra- 
tegic process and is part of a 

Prom 2-3 p . m .  Sept .  16, 
those who complain about be- 
ing forgetful will learn how to 
better understand the changes 
in memory they may be expe- 
riencing. They will learn how 
attitude, lifestyle choices and 
paying attention impact recall 
and what you should include 
In your memory fitness pro- 
gram. 

This  program 1s one day 
only, so don't FORGET! 

To  r e g i s t e r ,  call ,  (440)  
473-0350. 

long-term plan to reduce the 
library's operating costs and 
ensure the continuation of ex- 
cellent service to our custom- 
ers. 

Cuyahoga County Public Li- 
brary proudly serves 47 com- 
munities with 28 branches. Its 
Mayfield Branch serves three 
communities: Mayfield Vil- 
lage, Mayfield Heights and 
Highland Heights. Given our 
limited resources, we must do 
our best to create an equitable 
footprint of access across our 
service district. It is simply 
not feasible for the library to 
have a branch within walking 
distance for every resident. 

Another reason i t  makes 
sense to relocate the Mayfield 
Branch is that it is currently 
one  of t h e  most expensive 
branches  to operate in the 
Cuyahoga County Public Li- 
b ra ry  systerh. A new, one- 
story facility with modern me- 
chanical systems wlll offer 
greater value' to our taxpayers 
over the long-term. I n  thls 
time of reduced funding for li- 
braries, we need plans that do 
more with less. This is such a 
plan. 

Though it may be difficult 
to envision at this early stage, 
the new location on SOM Cen- 
ter'Road will also tie in with 
the village's plans to Create a 
destination for recreation and 
public education. I believe it 
will be a popular destination 
for individuals and families 
for generations to come. 

Robert Rua 
Assistant Marketing Director 

Cuyahoga County Public Library 

of the ~uyahoga  County Pub- 
lic Library, 6080 Wilson Mills 
Road, gives you the chance to 
learn what you can do to keep 
your mind in shape and fo- 
cused. 



Greenview and Memorial ng' were both rated Co,,tinuous 
Improvement, and neither 
school met AYP. but Green- 

SE-L, Richmond Hts. slip to Continuous view missed an Effective rat- 
ing by less than one point, Ze- 

Improvement; Mayfield keeps top rating &;' lei said. Greenview's PI was -- - 
By Ed Wittenberg As classes began for many 

ewittenberg@sunnews.com a r e a  s tudents  A%. 24, the  
Ohio Department of Educa- 
tion released district report  

The  South E u c l i d - L ~ n d -  cards for the 2010-11 school 
hurst S C ~ O O ~ S '  run of 10 con- y e a r .  R i c h m o n d  H e i g h t s  
secutive years as an Effective joined SE-L in slipping from 
district has come to a surpris- Effective to Continuous Im- 
ing end. See RANKING, A6 

89.2. 
, I n  2009-10, Greenview was 

rated Effective and Memorial 
was Continuous Improvement. % 0 Mayfield Schools re- 
ceived a designation of Excel- 
lent with Distinction for the 
third consecutive year, while 
meeting all 26 indicators 
based on state assessments, 
attendance and graduation 
rates. The district also met 

had a perf&mance index of NG 92.3. In 2009-10. when it was 
rated Effective, the district 

From A 1 met 15 of 26 indicators and 
had a PI of 90.6. 

-provement, while Mayfield But SE-L fell ,short of that 
maintained the highest rank- ranking this time, primarily 
ing of Excellent with Distinc- because its reading score in 
tion. grade 5 and math scores in 

0 Despite meet ing m o r e  grades 4 and 8 did not meet 
state indicators and attaining the Value-Added MeaSure. 
a higher performance index "We will be spending a lot of 
than a year ago, South Euclid- t ime looking a t  s tudent  
Lyndhurst dropped a notch to achievement data, trying to 
Continuous Improvement. figure out why (some students 

"I think we are all very dis- in those grades) are not get- 
appointed that we fell to Con- ting it done," Zelei said. "Stu- 
tinuous Improvement," Super- dents need to get significantly 
intendent William Zelei said. better overall." 
"It's very frustrating. A bright spot for SE-L on 

"A lot of our test scores rhe report card was that all 
went up - more than 50 per- three elementary schools - 
cent of our test scores im- Adrian, Rowland and Sunview 
proved - and we would have - were rated Excellent. Sun- 
been Effective again if we had view had a PI of 103 4, while 
not ended up with a negative Adrian's and Rowland's were 
value-added (measure over- 99.0 and 98.5, respectively. 
all) ." "I'm thrilled at what the ele- 

The value-added measure mentary schools have done," 
reflects growth in reading and Zelei said. "Two of the three 
math for students in grades (Adrian and Rowland) were 
4-8. Greenview Upper Ele- Effective last year, so they in- 
mentary School met expected creased their test scores con- 
growth, but Memorial Junior siderably." 
High School did not. Zelei said he was also 

"I expected us to have met pleased Brush High School 
the value-added (measure)," maintained its Effective rat- 
Zelei said. "It looks like the ing, with a PI of 98.4, and met 
high-end (students), espe- the adequate yearly progress 
cially at Memorial, are not standard. All three \elemen- 
performing as well as they tary schools also met AYP, but 
should be." the district overall did not. 

Overall, SE-L schools met Brush also had a graduation 
16 of 26 state indicators and of rate of 96.2 percent. 

Adequate Yearly Progress - 
goals that are set for reading 
and mathematics proficiency 
and participation - for the 
third straight year. 

"We're extremely pleased 
to have now met those marks 
three straight years," said Su- 
perintendent Dr. Phillip Price, 
who estimates only about 80 of 
the more than 600 districts in 
the state do so. "It's a credit to 
our skilled teachers who teach 
to the state course of study 
and not to the test. They sim- I 
ply have the kids prepared for 
the tests." 

Price also points out the fact 
the district was above in the 
Va1ue;Added Measure, which 
represents the progress dis- 
tricts have made with students , 
since the past school year. The ( 
above score for Mayfield indi- 
cates greater than one year of I 
progress has been achieved. 

"They (ODE) can tell by the I 
test results that our kids are 1 
doing more than what's ex- 1 
pected of them," said Price. , 

~ a i u e - ~ d d e d  Measure, irrdi- ! 
cating one year of progress 
has been achieved, but it was a 
drop from t h e  previous year 
when it received a score of 
"above" in that category. 

Correspo~zdent Andrew Attina 
contributed to this story. 

@ The overall designation ' 
f o r  R i c h m o n d  H e i g h t s  
Schools dropped from Effec- 
tive to Continuous Improve- 
ment. The district also failed , 
to meet AYP, which it met the 
previous yedr. However, the 
amount of state indicators met 
increased from 8 to 14 - a 
bright spot in the eyes of 
Board President Josh Kaye. 

"It was definitely disap- 
pointing to see the overall rat-  
ing go down, but I was glad to 
see an increase in state indica- 
tors," said Kaye. "That shows 
there were signs of- improve- 
ment." 

The district also met the 

: 



Mayfield ritual has added meaning 

JIM OLEXA/SUN NEWS 

Eighth-graders at Mayfield Middle 

Balloon launch not just for science, but to  
celebrate grade's return t o  middle school 

By Andrew Attina 
Correspondent 

MAYFIELD - Over 100 eighth- 
g raders  launched balloons 
Aug. 26 a t  Mayfield Middle 
School in a symbolic initiation 
of their new home there. 

T h e  l a u n c h ,  p rev ious ly  
done at  the high school, is an 
annual ritual and is also a sci- 
ence  project  used to s tudy 
weather patterns. Now, with 
the eighth-grade once again 
housed at the middle school - 

JIM OLEXA/SUN NEWS 

Students in David Larnmert's eighth-grade science class at Mayfield Middle School watch as their balloons as- 
cend into the sky last week. Lammert is pictured at bottom right. 

RITUAL "It's a visually fun thing,'' loons traveled north to Can- 
said Lammert. "They (the stu- ada before winds sent some 
den t s )  become l ike  th ree -  back to the  states.  One was 

From A1 year-olds  again  as  they ' re  found in Toledo at  The Ohio 
very curious to see where the State Research Facility near 

found, the person e-mail the balloons might end up." Lake Erie. This year, he said 
school with the  location of Lammert says the balloons if the  balloons t raveled 14 
w h e r e  i t  was found, along will stay in (he upper atmos- hours to the  east  they could 
with the tag color and num- phere, at 2,500-4,000, feet, for descend into t h e  clouds of 
ber, which would indicate the eight to 14 hours. He  said if Hurricane Irene. 
student who launched it. Lam- they catch the jet stream, they Lammert said the  furthest 
mert said it could take months may travel at speeds of 80-150 any of his students' balloons 
to get a response if the  bal- mph. traveled was to Atlanta a few 
loons and tags are even found. Last year, he said, the bal- years ago. Last year only one 

response  f rom t h e  l aunch  
came from Reading, Pa. 

"It's really neat to see over 
100 people looking up a t  the 
sky at the same time," he said. 
"It symbolized a new begin- 
ning for the eighth-graders at 
the school." 

since the early 1980s - the  
project p a r k s  the beginning 
of a new era. 

Science teacher Dave Lanr- 
mert is the brainchild behind 
t h e  p ro jec t ,  which began 
seven years ago while teach- 
ing students about meteorol- 
om. 

The helium-filled balloons 
are  let free with waterproof, 

, laminated call tags attached 
t o  t h e m .  T h e  t a g s  have  a 
school e-mail address on them 
and a request that if they are  

See RITUAL, A7 



MONDAY 

Rotary Club of Hillcrest Sunrise 
meets at 7 a.m. at Hilton Garden 
Inn, 700  Beta Drive, Mayfield 
Village. 
Rotary Club of Hillcrest meets 
at Hilton Garden Inn, 7 0 0  Beta 
Drive, Mayfield Village. Meeting 
at noon every Monday. (440) 
386-8208. 

Tri City Seniors Lyndhurst 
Community Center. Closed for 
Labor Day. 

Nicotine Anohymous South 
Euclid United Methodist Church, 
1534 South Green Road, Room 
18, South Euclid, 7:30-8:30 p.m. 
(216) 382-5769. 
TUESDAY 

Tri  City Seniors Lyndhurst 
Community Center. Check with 
center to conform September 
schedule. Arthritis exercise (q12), 
10:30 a.m.; library, 11 a.m.; 
pinochle and Scrabble, 12:30 p.m. 
(216) 650-4029. 

Mayfield Village-Human 
Services Department, Mayfield 
Village Community Room, 6621 
Wilson Mills Road. Card games, 
5 0  cents. 1-4 p.m. every Tuesday 
and Thursday. (440) 919-2332. 
WEDNESDAY 

Gates Mills Library, 1491 
Chagrin River Road. The 
Rockefeller Family; Hear 
Katherine Kohl, retired director 
of development for Lake View 
Cemetery and an authority on 
historic cemeteries across the 
country, as she gives an 
absorbing look at John D. 
Rockefeller and his family 
history. Free, registration 
requested. (440) 423-4808. 

Highland Heights Green Task 
Force, meets in the Highland 

Heights Community Center, 
5827 Highland Road, from 7-9 
p.m. The program is on 
alternative transportation 
options with speaker Tim Cole 
from Ohio Technical School. 
(440) 646-9820. 

Mayfield Village-Human ' 

Services Department, Mayfield 
Village Community Room, 6621 
Wilson M ~ l l s  Road. Tai Chi Fan 
for Health and Balance, 1-2 p.m., 
every Wednesday until Sept. 21. 
This new series costs $25 and 
starts Aug. 17. Students may also 
drop in at a cost of $8.per 
session. (440) 919-2332. 

Hillcrest Community Church,; 
5631 Ridgebury Blvd., Highland 
Heights. Bible study, 7 p.m. ; 
(440) 442-6230. 

SeeCALENDAR, B6 . , , 

~ Y F I I E L D  VILWGE 
DISTURBANCE, AlNTREE PARK 
DRIVE: A management com- 
pany reported hearing obsce- 
nities being shouted back and 
forth Aug. 23. Officers were 
unable to locate the source of 
the  shouting that  had been 
heard by several residents. 

ASSIST OTHER AGENCY, SOM 
CENTER ROAD: Metroparks  
r a n g e r s  received 'a r epor t  
Aug. 25 of a man performing a 
sexual act in his car  in front 
of t h e  Nature  Center.  They 
had no rangers in the area, so 
Mayfield police checked the 
area but were unable to locate 
the suspect or the vehicle. 

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE, BETA 
DRIVE: A vehicle, without li- 
cense plates, was reportedly 
left for a few days in the park- 
ing lot of the Holiday Inn. Po- 
lice learned Aug. 27 the vehi- 
cle was going to be towed by a 
repossession company. They 
contacted the owner, who said 
she was going out of town for a 
few days and Kad removed the 
plates so nobody would steal 
them. 

CALENDAR 
From 84 

Meinen's Mayfield Village, 
860 SOM Center Road. Dr. 
Todd J. Pesek will discuss Su- 
per Foods, or health-empow- 
ering foods that car] be easily 
incorporated into daily dietary 
practices in support of lohgev- 
ity and vital living. (440) 
449-4478. 
Business Network Hnterna- 
tional. 
Mayfield Village Cornniunity 
Room, 6621 Wilson Mills 
Road. Meeting a~ 7:30 a.m. ev- 
ery Wednesday. RSVP: (440) 
460-3838. 
SEPT. 8 

Cleveland Dickens Fellowship, 
will meet at 7 p.m. in Mayfield 
Library, 6080 Wilson Mills Road, 
Mayfield V~llage. There will be a 
report on the International 
Fellowship's mini Conference in 
Canterbury, England. 


