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Deacon rezoning request to be on Mayfield ballot I 
By Fran Suda 
Correspondent 

MAYFIELD - Village council voted Aug. 
15 to place on the November ballot a re- 
quest to rezone from residential to busi- 
ness 1.3 acres adjacent to the Deacon 
Chrysler dealership at Wilson Mills and 
SOM Center roads. 

Deacon proposes a $2.5 million expan- 
sion to include Jeep and Dodge vehicles. 
A Chrysler representative appeared at  
the public hearing held Aug. 8 and said 
the company has decided having all its 
vehicles under one roof is now manda- 
tory. 

Owner Jim Deacon had hinted at that 
issue in prior meetings when he said he 
was getting a lot of heat from Detroit 
about expansion. 

Jack Gannon, representing Chrysler, 
said Deacon was one of seven dealer- 
ships of 13 in this area to survive the 
Chrysler downsizing in 2009 and was 
picked because it has "an excellent repu- 

tation" for taking care of customers. 
Village char ter  requires voters ap- 

prove the move. Law director Joe Die- 
mert said the village expects $20,000 in 
new tax revenues. He also said the vil- 
lage  had ins is ted  on a development 
agreement that involved all aspects of 
the plan and almost all village depart- 
ments and committees working together. 

Greenspace and aesthetics dominated 
most of the hearing. Resident Larry Pol- 
lack wanted a fence between the dealer- 
ship and nearby properties, including 
his, which is the second house east on 
Wilson Mills. 

Mayor Bruce Rinlzer said the goal of 
greenspace in the expansion plans is 
year- round opacity with evergreen 
screening that will work in all seasons. 
He also said the village will maintain 
control of how those spaces work or need 
modifying. 

Buildings manager John Marrelli sug- 
gested mounding along Wilson Mills in 
the landscape area, which would further 

limit sight lines onto parked vehicles. 
Deacon's architect said the plan calls 

for 30 feet of greenspace along Wilson 
Mills, 50 feet along the east property line 
and 25 feet along the south property line. 
He said 40 percent of the 1.3 acres re- 
zoned would be devoted to greenspace. 
The dealership  also plans 22 feet  of 
greenspace at the front of the new build- 
ing. Most existing trees will be left. 

Council member Patsy Mills said resi- 
dents have asked her whether deed re- 
strictions would apply if the dealership 
sold to another dealer. Diemert said they 
would. Diemert had said the rezoning 
does not allow the dealership to be used 
for any other use and there could be no 
active use near boundaries. If there are 
violations, he said, the zoning reverts to 
residential. 

Architect's drawings are available on 
the village website. 
See  m o r e  M a y f i e l d  V i l l a g e  n e w s  a t  
cleveland.com/mayfieId-village 
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Redrawn boundaries 
draw criticism 

Councilman Pernel Jones Jr., 
who represents District 8, and 
some of his constituents asked 
the  commission to reconsider 
during the session at Cleveland 
State University. 

"I'm very against Ward 6 going 
into another district," said resi- 
dent Angela Davis, who argued 
that  Jones is leading efforts to  
improve social services in the dis- 
trict. 

"You want t o  take our solu- 
tions person away from us," Da- 
vis said. "That's not good for us." 

Jones said in  an  interview: 
"They are putting the burden of 
change on the poorest residents 
of the county. That is unconscio- 
nable." 

Commission chairwoman Vir- 
ginia Aveni said the panel would 
take the feedback into account 
before deciding on a plan. But 
members said they had to make 
changes to balance district popu- 
lations and ensure fair represen- 
tation of black and Hispanic resi- 
dents. The commission aimed to 
maintain four black-majority dis- 
tricts. 

Menibers tried to keep Ward 6 
in the current county district, but 
i t  wasn't possible, consultant 
Lariy Brisker told the audience. 
To ensure four black districts, 
"you have to make some sacri- 
fices somewhere," Biisker said. 

Commission members said 
other priorities were to n.ot split 
suburbs between districts and to 
keep the 11 council members in 
their current districts. 

Consultant Bob Dykes, who 
also advised t he  commission, 
said the county charter does not 
address  how represen ta t ion  
would be decided if redistricting 
pushed a sitting council member 
into another district. 

"So as not to  create any legal 
problems, we were able to keep 
all 11 council members in  their 
current districts," Dykes said. 

New districts proposed o 
for Cuyahoga County Council 

/+ 
i 

The Cuyahoga County Districting ,. I 

Commission has come up with a ~roposal  ,,*( i 
to  redraw boundaries ?f 11 council 
districts. 

Proposed new districts 

Proposed district changes, by community 
If a city, township, village or ward for the city of Cleveland is not 
listed below, that area would not change from its current county 
council district if the plan is adopted by the commission. 

Current Proposed 
district district 

Olmsted Township (A 

Cleveland Ward 13 (Pcts. E, M, N and 0 

Highland Heights 

Cleveland Ward 6 
-- ~ - -  

Cleveland Ward 1 (Pcts. 6 and C) 

Cleveland Ward 4 (Pcts. A, C, D, E and P) 

University Heights .- 

SOURCE: council.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/new-district-overyiew.aspx 
KEN MARSHALL / THE PLAIN DEALER 

He and commission members 
said the panel was not influenced 
by politics. The county charter 
requires that members not be 
elected officials or political party 
officers. Dykes said such inde- 
pendence is rare among boards 
that decide legislative districts in 
Ohio. 

Though council members at- 
tended commission meetings 
and  offered input, Dykes told 

-- 

The Plain Dealer, "In no way did 
the council dictate to either the 
consultant or t h e  commission 
what should be done." 

The commission's presentation 
can be found online at coun- 
ci1.cuyahogacounty.us. Click on 
"~ounc i l '  Districting Commis- 
sion.? 

To reach this Plain ~ealer reporter: 
hspector@plaind.com, 216-999-4543 



TUESDAY 

Tri City Seniors Lyndhurst 
Community Center. Arthritis 
exercise ($2), 10:30 a.m.; library, 
11 a.m.; pinochle and Scrabble, 
12:30 p.m. (216) 650-4029. 

P Mayfield Village-Human 
Services Department, Mayfield 
Village Community Room, 6621 
Wilson Mills Road. Card games, 
50 cents. 1-4 p.m. every Tuesday 
and Thursday, (440) 919-2332. 
WEDNESDAY 

ayfield Village-Human 
Services Department, Mayfield P 
Village Community Room, 6621 
Wilson Mills Road. Tai Chi Fan 

MONDAY for Health and Balance, 1-2 p.m., 
Rotary Club of Hillcrest Sunrise every Wednesday until Sept. 21. 
meets at 7 a.m. at Hilton Garden This new series costs $25 and 
Inn, 700 Beta Drive, Mayfield starts Aug. 17. Students may also 
Village. drop in at a cogt of $8 per 

Rotary Club of Willcrest meets session. (440) 919-2332. 

at H~lton Garden Inn, 700 Beta Willcrest Community Church, 
Drive, Mayfield Village. Meeting 5631 Ridgebury Blvd., Highland 
at noon every Monday. (440) Heights. Bible study, 7 p.m. 
386-8208. (440) 442-6230. 

Tri City Seniors Lyndhurst Business Networklnternational, 
Community'Center. Mah Jong, 9 Mayfield Village Community 
a.m.; Tai Chi (fee), 10:30 a.m.; Room, 6621 Wilson Mills Road. 
library, 11 a.m.; bridge, 12:30 p.m.; Meeting at 7:30 a.m. every 
Qi Gong for balance (fee), 1 p.m. Wednesday, RSVP: (440) 

NLBYFIELD VILLAGE 
FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION, 
MAYFIELD ROAD: A Mayfield 
Heights man, 45, was arrested 
at his apartment Aug. 15 with 
the assistance of Mayfield 
Heights police. The man had 
been responsible for the theft 
of $50 worth of groceries from 
Heinen's on July 27. 

HARASSMENT, AINTREE PARK 
DRIVE: A woman reported Aug. 
18 her ex-boyfriend had con- 
tinued to call her after she 
asked him not to. She also said 
she found him waiting outside 
her apartment one day while 
she was leaving for work. 

FOLLOW-UP INVESTIGATION, 
FORESTVIEW ROAD: A Euclid 
woman, 19, was arrested at 
her home Aug. 19 with the as-. 
sistance of Euclid police. Offi- 
cers located a TV and com- 
puter in her home after a 
search warrant was issued. 
The items were purchased 
with a credit card she had sto- 
len July 4 while working at 
Altercare in Mayfield Village. 

She had not returned to work 
since then. 

Nicotine Anonymous South 460-3838. THEFT, AINTREE PARK DRIVE A 
Euclid United Method~st Church, Mayfield Heights woman, 49, 
1534 South Green Road, Room was arrested at the pool at 
18, South Euclid, 7:30-8:30 p.m. Village Park apartments Aug. 
(216) 382-5769. 18 for criminal trespassing 

and theft. She was not a resi- 
dent of the a~a r tmen t s  and 

Preview watercolor classes Sept. I in Mayfield 
A free demonstration pre- 

viewing watercolor classes for 
seniors and adults will be held 
from 10 a.m. to noon Sept. 1 at 
the Mayfield Village Commu- 
nity Room, 6621 Wilson Mills 
Road .  R e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  r e -  
quired. 

Spaces are available in the 
fall Tuesday morning series, 

from 9 a.m. to noon. Each se- 
r ies  consists of four weeks 
and costs $35, with a $5 fee 
for non-residents, plus a $3 
material fee paid to instructor 
Florence Smith. 

Call Mayfield Village Hu- 
man Services Department at  
(440) 919-2332 for informa- 
tion, dates, or to register. 1 

Prime Time Big Band 
plays in  Mayfield Village 

The Prime Time Big Band 
will perform during the Music 
on the Green Concert Series 
f rom 7-9 p.m. today at  t he  
Mayfield Village Gazebo. 

I c e  cream,  popcorn,  pop 
and water will be sold at  the 
concession stand. 

Call (440) 461-5163. 

was identifie-d as the one who 
stole dumbbells from a weight 
room at the location July 29. 
HARASSMENT, WILSON MILLS 
ROAD: A woman reported Aug. 
17 the father of her child has 
been sending her numerous, 
degrading text messages. An 
officer left a message on the 
man's voice mail telling him 
to cease doing so. 

See more Mayfield Village news at 
cleveland.com/mayfieId-village 
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From Page A 1  

Achievement gaps between stu- 

Area districts receive dent groups based on race, poverty, 
disabil~ty and English proficiency 

official state report cards 
rating school performance 

Fairport 
The new school year is f schools 

just beginning for area stu- 
dents, but many school offi- leader 

cials are looking back. talks about 
districts received the district's rating 

their official school reoort WWW.New~-#erald-com 
L -~ 

cards from the state and this 
year one area district participation; graduation and 
improved from last year, proficiency rates within 
while mosi others main- the 10 subgroups of students; 
tairied their "grades." and Value Added, 

Three districts, however, which reflects the yearly 
fell short in their final rat- growth of student achieve- 
Ings. ment. 

The Ohio Department of The district is then given a 
Education released the offi- final rating of Excellent with 
cia1 results Wednesday for Distinction, Excellent, Effec- 
each district and the state's tive, Continuous Improve- 
overall numbers. ment, Academic Watch or 

The state measures a dis- Academic Bnergency. 
trict's performance by using The statewide. results had 
26 indicators based on the Ohio meeting 17 out of the 
Performance Index, which is 26 indicators, which is one 
the standardized achieve- less than last year, according 
ment test results; Adequate to the ODE. 
Yearly Progress in test See Grade, Page A 5  

continue to be a challenge for 
Ohio's education system. 

The statewide average for all test 
scores increased 1.7 points to 95, 
which ODE touts as the biggest -- 
gain since 2005. 

This year, 86 districts out of 
more than 600 had the  to^ grade of 
Excellent with ~ i s t i n c t i o h . ~  

In The News-Herald's coverage 
area, was the 
only ranking 
while meeting all indicators and 
rating Above for Value Added. 

"We are very pleased this is our 
third year to be Excellent with Dis- 
tinction," Mayfield Superintendent 
Phil Price said. 

"The state raised the bar, and it 
was more difficult to meet that cri- 
teria. It's a testament to our teach- 
ing staff." 

He attributes the consistent rank- 
ing in the district to not teaching to 
the test. 

"We believe in our strong curric- 
ulum and focus on the individual 
needs of students who are well pre- 
pared for the tests," he said. "We 
follow the course of study in the 
different areas. There was really no 
major shift." 

Fairport Harbor School District 
officials were happy with their 
gains in perforinance as they were 



the only district to jump one grade pointed in the scores as he thought Local report cards 
higher Improve- students did and made Here are the key results from the Ohio Department of Education's local report 
ment to Effective. ments in some areas. cards. 

"I am happy that we have made 
some progress, but I certainly 
believe we can accomplish far bet- 
ter than an effective rating," Fair- 
port Superintendent Dominic Paolo 
said. 

He said the brightest thing about 
the district's report cardis the num- 
ber of areas in which the district 
improved. 

"Once again we failed to meet 
the eighth-grade science indicator, 
but this year's scores are 22 percent 
higher than last year," Paolo said. 

"Last vear. our lowest scores 
were in 'fifkgrade science, this 
year we met that indicator, but on 
the other end of the spectrum, we 
have always had great success in 
fourth grade. This is the direct 
result of the hard work of two fan- 
tastic teachers. 

"We received a 95 percent pas- 
sage rate in both math and reading," 
he added. 

"Our work with the Ohio 
Improvement Plan and Race to the 
Top seems to be working. I just 
wish it was wor lng  faster." 

For some districts, ratings slipped 
this year, and most of those school 
officials are saying there just wasn't 
enough growth in scores. 

"We didn't meet the Value Added 
component," said West Geauga 
Superintendent Tom Diringer, 
whose district dropped from Excel- 
.lent with Distinction to Excellent. 

Diringer said he wasn't disap- 

"It's just a number we need to 
take a look at to see what we need 
to do," he said. 

"We have the potential to rise to 
the higher levels." 

After improving to Effective last 
year, Richmond Heights Schools 
again slipped to Continuous 
Improvement. 

"We are still striving," Richmond 
Heights Superintendent Linda 
Hardwick said. "We are not going 
to give up. The benchmark is higher 
so we have to work harder." 

She said it's been a very hard 
school year, but the teachers and 
staff are looking toward collabora- 
tion. 

South Euclid-Lyndhurst also 
dropped from Effective to Continu- 
ous Improvement. 

While some area districts retained 
the same ratings as last year, other 
areas of the report card did change. 
Changes happened mostly in the 
AYP and Value-Added categories 

- ~ 

The designation is the district's overall grade, which factors in all other ele- 
ments. The next figure counts the number of state indicators met out of 26. To 
meet indicators in math, reading, writing, science and social studies, at least 75 
percent of students must have scored at or above proficient levels. Eleventh 
grade has to score 85 percent. Indicators also include attendance and gradua- 
tion rates. 

AYP stands for Adequate Yearly Progress, established by the No Child Left 
Behind Initiative in 2002. As it did last year, a schedule occasionally increases 
expectations for various student groups, such as black, Hispanic and white stu- 
dents, with the goal of having all groups meet proficient levels by 2013-14. 

ValueAdded uses previous data to show how much a district caters to the 
progressive growth of individual students. 

District 
Geauga County 
Berkshire 
Cardinal 
Chardon 
Kenston 
Ledgemont 
Newbury 
West Geauga 

Designation 

Excellent 
Effective 
Excellent 
Excellent 
Effective 
Excellent 
Excellent 

AYP 

Met 
Not Met 

Met 
Met 

Not Met 
Not Met 

Met 

Value Added 

Met 
Met 
Met 
Met 
Met 

Below 
Met 

Status* 

OK 
At Risk 

OK 
OK 

At Risk 
At Risk 

OK 

Lake County 
Fairport Harbor Effective 1 6  Met Met OK 
Kirtland Excellent 26  Met Below OK 
Madison Excellent 23  Not Met Above At Risk 
Mentor Excellent 26  Met Met OK 
Painesvillle CI 6 Not Met Below IY4 " 

within the reports. Perry Excellent 
"I am very pleased in almost Riverside Excellent 

Wickliffe Excellent 
every test we Mentor Willoughby-Eastlake Excellent 
Superintendent Jacqueline Hoynes 
said. Cuyahoga County 

T h e  district increased its Value- Euclid CI 
Added rating to Met from Below ;YiMafleld ED 

and was graded Excellent for the Richmond Heights 

second vear. SE-Lyndhurst CI 

"We are seeing our scores , -based on 201G11 data 
improve by continuing what we are CI -Continuous Improvement 
doing," Hoynes said. ED - Excellent with Distinction 

"It will get better." IY - Improvement Year 

Met 
Not Met 
Not Met 
Not Met 

Not Met 
Met 

Not Met 
Not Met 

Below 
Below 

Met 
Met 

Met 
Above 

Met 
Below 

OK 
IY2 

At Risk 
IY1 (Delay) 

lY7 
OK # 

At Risk 
IY5 
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cieveland.com/datacentral for more-deta~led 2010-11 Ohio school district repoh cards $ each report individual cards for school each public building S C ~ O O I  in the district state. and 

Ohio school districts are graded on 26 standards - 24 state tests, atten- cent and a graduation rate, under the current state system, of 90 percent with this report card, districts that exceed expectations for a year m, 
dance and graduation rate. New this year is a federal graduation rate that Boldnumbers indicate that the standard was not met. One key measqre move up one spot in the ratings. (Previously, districts had to exceed f 
more closely tracks how many students graduate from high school within is the Performance Index, which is based on all students' scores in a given pectations for two years to get the boost.) Districts that post smaller th: 
four years. The federal rate won't count until next year's report cards. district. Also important is the value-added designation, which measures expected gains for three consecutive years have their ratings reduced. A1 
This chart provides a sampling of the grades tested. The minimum state whether students in grades four to eight exceeded, met or learned below included in the chart are scores of students who took college entran 
standards are 75 percent proficient on tests, an attendance rate of 93 per- what was expected over the year in reading and mathematics. Beginning exams, although those results do not afFect the district ratings. 


