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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
June 22, 2011 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Wednesday, June 22, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman Jim Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present:  
James Mason Chairman  
Tom Marrie   Council Representative  
Mary Singer 
Merv Singer 
Brenda Bodnar 
Sandy Batcheller 
Shirley Jay 
Bob Haycox 
Joan Catalano 
Lorry Nadeau 
Jeff Schiemann  
Carole Marrie 
 Kay Phillips 
 

Absent: Tom Piteo 
 

Also Present: Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration/Committee Secy. 
 Richard Edelman, Police Chief 
 

  Jim Mason opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed everyone.   Diane 
Wolgamuth introduced a video entitled “Red Fields to Green Fields”.  The video provides 
an overview of an effort across the country and in Cleveland to convert distressed and 
foreclosed properties to parks and green space.  Ms. Wolgamuth stated that, as everyone 
is aware, the Mayor believes strongly in the value of parks and green space and he asked 
that the Committee view this video and provide feedback.  [The video can be found at 
rftgf.org/joomla or viewed at the following link: 
http://rftgf.org/joomla/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=
29&Itemid=52]. 
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 At the conclusion of the video, Chairman Mason asked for comments.  Kay Philips 
stated that she thought the idea to convert distressed properties to green space was 
exciting and she was glad to see something positive happening.  Mr. Mason stated that 
while he understands that there are infrastructure needs, he thinks this concept is missing 
job creation.  Mr. Haycox agreed that in addition to no discussion of job creation, there 
was no indication of how the project would be funded.  Ms. Wolgamuth offered that the 
video discussed private/public partnerships and Mr. Mason responded that “everything” is 
funded by public/private partnerships.   Mr. Haycox stated that in the current economy, 
private development and funding is difficult and mentioned that businesses would soon be 
facing increased storm water fees.   

 Ms. Wolgamuth responded that storm water considerations play a large part in the 
Village’s creation of green space.   The new Community & Economic Development 
Committee is discussing how Village assistance with storm water, through the greenway 
corridor and other green space, might assist current businesses and attract new 
businesses to the Village.   

 Ms. Batcheller stated that she thought it would be unsafe to put parks in blighted 
areas where most foreclosed homes are located.  Chief Edelman agreed and added his 
belief that converting blighted areas to green space won’t address the problem.   

 Mr. Marrie stated that he thinks it is a great idea to convert distressed properties to 
green space.  He mentioned the nice work done by Sherwin Williams at their riverfront 
location.  Mr. Marrie added that he is not sure that the renovation brought any jobs. 

 Mr. Haycox stated that the Cleveland Land Bank already buys distressed properties 
to create green space.  Mr. Marrie added that introducing community gardens brings pride 
back to an area.  Mrs. Bodnar stated that, while there may not be enough money to 
accomplish these goals right now, this video shows some vision and planning. 

 Mr. Mason asked what this Committee was expected to do in response to the video.  
Ms. Wolgamuth advised that there is no action required.  It was shown merely to provide 
information and make the Committee aware of the effort. 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Mason asked if everyone had reviewed the Minutes of May 25, 2011, and if 
there were any comments or changes.  The only change was to include Shirley Jay in the 
list of attendees.  The Minutes were approved with this correction. 
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Introduction of Chief Richard Edelman 

 Chief Edelman thanked everyone for inviting him to the meeting.  He provided 
background information on himself and current information regarding the Police 
Department.  Chief Edelman said that the Mayfield Village Police Department is the best in 
the area and that he has the utmost respect for his people.  However, they cannot do 
everything and are asking for help from the residents.  They have seen a recent trend in 
car break-ins.  In many instances, the car is not actually broken into, it is left unlocked 
and items are stolen out of it.   

 Mr. Mason asked if juveniles are committing the thefts.  Chief Edelman responded 
that it appears to be the work of more seasoned criminals who have targeted specific 
areas.  He asked that residents call the Police if they see anything unusual in their 
neighborhood.  Chief Edelman stressed that he would rather come to a resident’s house 
100 times and find nothing than come once and find that the resident has been 
victimized. 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked if the crimes are occurring during a particular time of day.  Chief 
Edelman advised that the thefts are occurring from 10:00 p.m. through the morning.  
Mrs. Jay stated she appreciated the flyer that the Police distributed to residents on this 
issue. 

 Mr. Haycox asked if patrols have been increased.  Chief Edelman advised that they 
have been, including undercover officers.   

 Mrs. Marrie commented that it was not very sensible for residents to leave their 
cars open.  Chief Edelman responded that in a place like Mayfield Village, residents expect 
that it is safe.  Often, garages are often left open too. 

 Chief Edelman again thanked the Committee for the opportunity to speak to them.  
[Chief Edelman left the meeting]. 

Temporary Business Advertising Signs 

 Ms. Wolgamuth provided to the Committee a Memorandum from Building 
Commissioner John Marrelli and explained that Mr. Marrelli is seeking resident input on an 
issue currently being considered by the Ordinance Review Committee.  (A copy of Mr. 
Marrelli’s Memorandum is attached.)  Ms. Wolgamuth explained that the Village’s Zoning 
Code does not permit the display of temporary advertising signs by businesses and the 
Ordinance Review Committee is considering allowing them, specifically the small “A” 
frame type for two week period, by permit, located near the businesses’ front entrance at 
holiday times. 
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 Mr. Marrie stated that, in his opinion, if this type of thing isn’t controlled, it gets out 
of hand.  “No one minds one sign, but if they can do it, so can everybody else.”  Mrs. 
Singer agreed that one sign at holiday time is fine, but not all year long.  Mr. Haycox 
stated that there should be some regulation in place, and not just at holiday time. 

 Mr. Singer stated that, as a prior business owner, he believes it is wrong to not 
allow signs and allow businesses to advertise.  “If you want businesses to fold and leave 
Mayfield Village, this is a good idea.”  He believes that there are not very many 
businesses in Mayfield Village and we should help them stay in business.  Mr. Singer 
stated that he is also against having businesses pay a fee for a sign permit.  Mrs. Nadeau 
stated that she agreed with Mr. Singer. 

 Mr. Schiemann responded that he must pay a fee if he wants to put out a “For 
Rent” sign on his property and asked why the businesses shouldn’t pay.  Mr. Singer 
responded, “Because we want them to stay in business.”  Mrs. Batcheller agreed with Mr. 
Singer and stated that the Village should require that businesses pull a permit and limit 
the size of the sign.  Mr. Mason responded that if business owners have to pay for a 
temporary sign, they are not likely to bother.  Mrs. Bodnar suggested a one-time permit 
or one that is valid for a longer period.  Mr. Haycox suggested regulating size and 
location.  Mrs. Batcheller suggested restricting signs to certain types of businesses. 

 Mr. Marrie summarized that the Committee was not opposed to allowing temporary 
advertising signs, but believes there should be some control and limitations. 

Update Regarding Photoelectric Smoke Alarms 

 Mr. Marrie stated that Fire Marshal Girbino made a presentation to Council and at 
the last Citizens Advisory meeting regarding the difference between photoelectric and 
ionization alarms at the last meeting that was very dramatic.  Council has passed an 
ordinance that all new construction must have photoelectric smoke alarms.  The 
Committee had asked about the possibility of the Village purchasing the alarms and 
reselling them to residents.  Ms. Wolgamuth reported that Fire Marshal Girbino has done 
some research and can purchase Wireless Battery-Operated Photoelectric Alarms that he 
believes are good quality for $22.00 each.  They are a type that he highly recommends 
and a plan is being considered to send letters to all residents offering them for purchase.  
Orders will be taken and residents would be instructed to pick up the alarms at the Civic 
Center or Fire Station. 

 Mrs. Batcheller stated that she recently purchased two photoelectric alarms for 
$22.00 at Costco.  Ms. Wolgamuth stated that they are likely not wireless or of the same 
quality.  Ms. Wolgamuth will discuss the differences with the Fire Marshall and we will 
explain the differences in the letter being sent to residents. 

 



Citizens Advisory Minutes 
June 22, 2011 
Page 5 
 

 
 

Council Update 

 Mr. Mason asked about the attendance at the Town Hall meeting the previous 
evening.  Ms. Wolgamuth reported that only three residents were in attendance, but they 
asked questions regarding some of the Mayor’s favorite topics, so the meeting lasted 
several hours. 

 Mr. Marrie reported on the following items being addressed by Council: 

• The Musca Plaza will undergo renovation beginning in approximately two weeks. 

• Finance Director Ron Wynne reported that the cost for the Village’s general liability 
insurance went down this year. 

• The Police Dept. recently auctioned four cars. 

• Roof repair is on hold at the Civic Center while the job is rebid.  We only received 
one bid and it was substantially over our estimate.  It appears that commercial 
roofers are very busy right now. 

• The flower baskets are up and look great.  Thanks to the Beautification Committee. 

• The annual state audit is underway. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the Fourth of July festivities are planned for July 2. 
Even though there is construction underway at Center School, fireworks will still be held 
there as usual.  The summer concert series begins July 14; the Summer Sizzler is on July 
17; and Lifeline Screenings are at the Civic Center on August 19.  Flyers on all these 
events are available in the main office.  The Appreciation Luau is at Parkview Pool on 
August 5.    

Comments from the Committee 

 Mr. Mason stated that he will do the article for the upcoming issue of the VOV.   

 Mrs. Batcheller stated that residents should be advised to report debit card fraud.  
It recently happened to her and to three other employees at the school.   

 Mrs. Philips commented that the hanging baskets look good this year.  She also 
thanked Merv Singer for the comments he made at the last meeting. 

 Mrs. Jay suggested that Mr. Singer send his letter to the local newspapers.  She 
also commented that she saw the demolition sign at 500 SOM Center and was excited to 
see that something was happening. 
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 Mrs. Bodnar commented that Chief Edelman was doing a good job.  She thought 
the letter distributed to residents about recent crimes was a great idea.  She was unable 
to attend the recent Town Hall meeting but she heard that several disgruntled Progressive 
employees attended.  Ms. Wolgamuth responded that she was at the meeting and there 
were no Progressive employees in attendance.   

 Mr. Haycox asked what was going on at the lot north of the Fire Station.  Mr. Marrie 
advised that the Service Dept. was just landscaping it to make it look better. 

 Mrs. Nadeau commented that the Committee had a great year.  There was a lot of 
good conversation.  Mr. Marrie agreed and thanked everyone for participating and giving 
up their time. 

 Mrs. Catalano commented that the hanging baskets look great and make everyone 
feel proud.  She added that most people on Hickory Hill are happy about the upcoming 
construction of the new library. 

 Mr. Mason commented that the streets in Aintree North are in bad shape.  The 
Service Dept. patches a lot, but they need attention.  Mr. Marrie responded that this area 
is part of the three-year plan and the entire street will soon be redone. 

 Mr. Schiemann stated he went around his Hanover Woods neighborhood the other 
night and there are many large gaps in the road that need attention. 

 Mr. Mason stated that the Police Civil Service test was given recently.  There were 
70 candidates.  The Mayor now has a active list that is good for the next two years.  A 
similar test will be given for the Fire Department. 

 Mr. Mason congratulated Mrs. Singer on the success of the Memorial Day 
celebration.  Mrs. Singer stated that she had 77 volunteers that placed flags and thanked 
the Committee for their help.  She said that the new contact at Whitehaven Cemetery was 
very cooperative—this year they placed flags at the mausoleum and they are getting a 
map that shows veteran graves in each plot.  Of the thousands of flags placed, only one 
grave was missed.  Mrs. Singer said that Recreation Director Bill Thomas and Diane 
Wolgamuth were a big help in organizing the event. 

 Mr. Singer commented that while Mr. Marrie did a great job at the last meeting, he 
was glad to see Mr. Mason back. 

 Mr. Schiemann congratulated Ms. Wolgamuth on her recent promotion and said he 
felt it was well-deserved.  Mr. Schiemann advised that when he recently walked through 
Hanover Woods, he noted that not only are the roads bad, there are mailboxes missing 
doors, yards with tall weeds, and general disrepair.  He plans to call on his community to 
get their houses looking the way they should.  He believes that other areas have the same 
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issues.  There are commercial trucks parked in yards.  He is concerned about selective 
enforcement of the code by the Building Dept. 

 Mrs. Nadeau stated that when she retired, she began walking and noticed similar 
disrepair.  She took pictures of broken split rail fences, high grass, etc. and sent them to 
Building Commissioner John Marrelli.  Mr. Marrelli went through the pictures with her and 
pointed out that most items are not subject to enforcement by the Village.  Mr. Marrelli 
also said that many people can’t do the work needed.   

 Mr. Schiemann stated that he planned to put an article in the next Voice of the 
Village regarding this issue.  Mr. Marrie added that he knows that the Building Department 
is issuing citations because he was recently approached by a resident who just got cited 
and was unhappy about it. 

 Mr. Mason advised that this is the last meeting of the Committee until September.  
He commended the Committee for the great attendance this evening, thanked Ms. 
Wolgamuth for her efforts, and asked the Committee members to think about any new 
members that could be invited to join the Committee. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted by Diane Wolgamuth. 
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