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DRAFT 

Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
April 26, 2011 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, April 26, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie   Council Representative  
Mary Singer 
Merv Singer 
Joan Catalano 
Lorry Nadeau 
Jeff Schiemann 
Carole Marrie 
Brenda Bodnar 
Sandy Batcheller 
Kay Phillips 

Absent: Bob Haycox 
Tom Piteo 
Shirley Jay 

Also Present:  
Doug Metzung, Service Director 
Ron Wynne, Finance Director 
Diane Wolgamuth, Administrator/Committee Secy. 
Residents Donna Kless, Jerry Catalano, Dave Hunter, Ray Koren and 
John Ranallo 

 Chairman Jim Mason opened the meeting and noted that several guests were in 
attendance.  He asked that the guests and Committee members introduce themselves.  
The guests included Donna Kless from Thornapple Drive, Jerry Catalano from Hickory Hill, 
Dave Hunter from Hardwood Court, Ray Koren from Hanover and John Ranallo from 
Meadowood. 
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Approval of Minutes 

 Chairman Mason asked if everyone had reviewed the Minutes of March 22, 2011, 
and if there were any comments or changes.  There were none and the Minutes were 
approved as written.   

Financial Update by Finance Director Ron Wynne 

 Chairman Mason introduced Mr. Wynne, stating that he was pleased to have Ron on 
board in the Village.  Mr. Mason stated that Mr. Wynne had previously worked with this 
Committee on the tax levy and his preparation and thoroughness was appreciated. 

 Mr. Wynne advised the Committee that the purpose of his presentation was a high-
level overview of the current Village finances.  He noted that in the upcoming issue of the 
Voice of the Village there are two Town Hall meetings scheduled—on Monday, May 23 and 
Tuesday, June 21.  These meetings will provide more detailed financial information as well 
as plans for the future. 

 Mr. Wynne referred to a handout (attached hereto) and explained that the first 
page shows General Fund receipts from 1990 through 2011.  Mr. Wynne reviewed the 
growth in the Village over the past 20 years including the construction of Progressive 
Campuses I and II.  Mrs. Bodnar asked what is included in the General Fund.  Mr. Wynne 
advised that it is a pool of funds that includes income taxes, real estate property tax, and 
money generated from various Village programs.  Revenue peaked in 2006 and started to 
decrease.  In 2009, revenue was higher due to an unexpected estate tax receipt; without 
that, revenues would have been approximately $800,000 lower.   

 Mr. Koren asked what percentage of revenue comes from Progressive.  Mr. Wynne 
responded that approximately 65% of income tax revenue and 55% of total revenue is 
generated by Progressive.   

 Mr. Wynne stated that in 2010 the Village received an additional $976,000 due to 
the increase in the tax rate.  Through March 31, 2011, income tax revenue is $2.2 million 
above 2011; $1.4 million from the tax increase and the remainder is just growth.   

 Mr. Wynne advised that the Village expects to lose $300,000 annually due to State 
budget cuts.  The estate tax loss will not begin until 2013; the impact to the Village 
should not be significant as we do not rely on estate taxes for revenue. 

 The second page of the handout reflects expenditures from 1990 through 2011.  
They essentially mirror revenues as the Administration believes in investing the dollars 
back into the community.  Expenditures decreased from 2008 to 2010.  There is a spike in 
2011 as the additional tax dollars were allocated to major projects this year. 
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 The third page of the handout shows wages and benefits paid to employees; this 
followed the same trend with cuts starting in 2008.  In 2009, wages and benefits were 
$8.6 million; in 2010, they were $8.2 million and Mr. Wynne budgeted $8.6 million for 
2011 with a 3% budgeted increase and a 10% increase in health insurance.  The Village is 
currently looking at an actual 2% increase and no increase in health insurance costs this 
year. 

 Mr. Ranallo asked if Village employees had taken any wage reductions.  Mr. Wynne 
advised that employee wages were frozen for the first six months of 2010. 

 The fourth page of the handout illustrates the Village’s reserves.  Mr. Wynne stated 
that the Village tries to keep at least $2 million in this fund.  In 2008, the reserves 
dropped to $934,000; in 2009, they climbed to $1.7 million due to the estate tax 
settlement.  In 2010, reserves were $2.9 million and in 2011, they are projected to be 
$3.2 million.  Mr. Wynne indicated that the Village would like to get reserves up to $4-5 
million. 

 Mr. Wynne continued, stating that last year, at the Town Hall meetings regarding 
the tax increase, we talked about the five areas where the additional revenue would be 
used.  The fifth page of the handout shows how the dollars were spent in 2010.  Mr. 
Mason asked Mr. Wynne to explain Tax Base Enhancement.  Mr. Wynne stated that it 
includes items that enhance the community and attract new businesses.  For instance, a 
company called SKF is moving to the Village.  The Village provided an incentive and that 
would come out of these monies. 

 Page 6 of the handout is the projection for use of the increased revenue in 2011.  
Infrastructure improvements will receive $1.8 million, which includes road work, sanitary 
sewer conversions, the new access drive to the Police Station and Service Garage, and a 
roof on the Civic Center. 

 Pages 7 and 8 of the handout show the allocation of all Village revenue for 2010 
and 2011.  The largest portion goes to Operations. 

 Mr. Wynne stated that the final sheet of the handout shows all Village debt and 
current balances.  The debt was $14.9 million in 2010 and will be reduced to $7 million by 
the end of 2015.  Mr. Wynne explained that the General Obligation Bonds are the only 
debt that is paid by General Fund dollars.  All other debt is paid by special assessments 
and TIF (Tax Incremental Finance) dollars.   

 Mr. Ranallo asked where the Village’s TIF revenue comes from.  Mr. Wynne replied 
that the Village has TIF Agreements in place with Progressive, Governor’s Village, Skoda 
Minotti, Heinen’s and the Hilton Garden that will run until the Village is paid back.  Mr. 
Wynne stated that he finds that people tend to look only at the size of the debt and while 
it may seem large, the Village had gotten a lot of value from Progressive and these other 
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companies.  Mr. Mason asked if the debt affects the Village’s bond rating.  Mr. Wynne 
replied that Moody’s is not particularly interested in debt when reviewing the Village’s 
financial condition. 

 Mr. Koren asked if only the $5.9 million due in General Obligation Bonds would 
come out of the General Fund.  Mr. Wynne advised that was correct. 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked what happens if one of the businesses with which the Village has 
a TIF agreement leaves town.  Mr. Wynne advised that the TIF stays with the property as 
it is based on property taxes.  Mr. Wynne explained that when a property is developed, 
the additional property tax paid for the improved property can be allocated to pay for any 
public improvements made by the Village.  For example, if the value of a property is $1 
million and after it is developed, it is worth $10 million, the TIF is allocated on the $9 
million increase.  Cities generally only receive a small portion of the property taxes.  
Under this scenario, the schools are made whole, but the Village receives the share of 
property taxes normally allocated to the County, the Metroparks, the Library, etc. 

 Mrs. Kless asked if the Village had any more projects planned that will add to the 
debt.  Mr. Wynne advised that the Wilson Mills culvert project will add a couple hundred 
thousand dollars; however, it is interest-free debt to be paid over 20 years. 

 Mr. Mason thanked Mr. Wynne for his presentation.  He advised the guests that the 
Citizens Advisory Committee meets monthly, except during the summer, and its members 
are appointed by the Mayor with input from Council.  The Committee’s role is not to be a 
legislative body, but to provide assistance to fellow residents.  We try to hear from our 
fellow residents about what is on their minds.  Mr. Mason thanked the guests for coming 
to the meeting. 

 Mr. Koren asked what impact the Committee has upon what happens in the Village.  
Mr. Marrie advised that he takes the information back to Council.  If necessary, he has it 
put on Council’s agenda.  Mr. Mason added that, over the years, the Committee has 
engaged in various projects.  The Committee was started under Mayor Carmen and has 
remained active. 

 Mrs. Batcheller added that the Committee has brought in political speakers and 
representatives from utility companies.  Mr. Schiemann stated that most people in our 
neighborhoods know that this Committee knows what is going on at City Hall.  Mr. 
Schiemann gets about 20 calls a year from neighbors. 

 Mr. Marrie stated that people who see a potential problem bring it here and we 
channel it to the appropriate department. 
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Memorial Day Update 

 Mr. Mason described the Memorial Day event at Whitehaven Cemetery and asked 
Mary Singer for an update.  Mrs. Singer reported that she just found out that she does not 
have a Chaplin to perform the invocation.  The post was dissolved; she is seeking a 
replacement.  She asked for volunteers on May 28th at 9:00 a.m. to place flags.  They 
have 3,000 flags to place on graves. 

Collection for Malachi House and Veterans 

 Mr. Marrie explained the toiletry collection efforts to the guests and advised that 
the collection would continue for about two weeks after the Pancake Breakfast.  Mrs. 
Singer advised that Mr. Singer would work the collection table at the Pancake Breakfast.   

 Mr. Koren suggested that the Committee might be able to collect more by accepting 
cash donations.  Mr. Mason said the point was well taken and cash will be accepted. 

Council Update 

 Mr. Marrie reported on the following additional items being discussed by Council: 

• May 14th is Shred Day. 

• The Village is working on a beautification project with Progressive Insurance to 
plant trees.  

• The Library project is moving ahead. 

• The Village is purchasing new chairs for the pool. 

• The Village is having an energy audit done that is being funded by a County grant.  
The audit will point out where the Village can save money. 

• The Village’s recreation programs are very strong.  The summer camp programs 
will not be on school property due to construction; they will be held at St. Francis. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the latest Voice of the Village is in the mail and it 
includes a Calendar of Events for May, June & July.  The only event missing is Arbor Day 
which will be celebrated on May 6th at 8:30 a.m. at Wiley Park.  Mr. Mason thanked Mrs. 
Bodnar for writing the article for this issue of the VOV. 

Comments from the Committee 

 Mr. Schiemann stated that there are large cracks in the road in Hanover and he is 
still unhappy about the chip seal. 
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 Mrs. Philips stated that the creek near her home is very high, but she has had no 
flooding problems. 

 Mrs. Bodnar stated that the Police Department is hosting a prescription drop off this 
weekend. 

 Mr. Hunter and Mr. Koren stated that they thought the meeting was very 
interesting and informative. 

 Mr. Metzung elaborated on the tree project with Progressive.  They will be replacing 
trees on Parkview Drive at Campus II.  The Village will help plant the trees on May 12 and 
13.  Progressive is purchasing 30 trees. 

 Mr. Metzung stated that he and the Engineer are focusing on the road program this 
year.  The parking lot at Wiley will also be a project along with the Greenway Trail.  
Grants were received for both projects and he is looking forward to a busy year. 

 Mrs. Batcheller asked about the SOM and Wilson Mills intersection and Mr. Metzung 
advised that the State of Ohio is going to repave it as part of another project. 

 Mrs. Nadeau thanked Mr. Wynne for his ability to present so clearly. 

 Mrs. Kless stated that she was glad that she attended the meeting and will come 
back again. 

 Mr. Singer stated that he has a hard time hearing and typically relies on body 
language.  He said that Mr. Wynne did not smile once during the presentation and 
wondered if the Village is in such bad shape.  Mr. Wynne smiled and said that the Village 
is in good shape and getting better.   

 Mr. Singer also stated that he wanted to point out to the Committee that Mrs. 
Singer works very hard and spends a lot of time organizing the Memorial Day event.  The 
Committee thanked her for her efforts. 

 Mr. Ranallo stated that Mr. Wynne has done a great job and that the State has 
given the Village a clean bill of health.  He asked about the school remodeling. 

 Mrs. Batcheller explained that Center School and Millridge are adding all-purpose 
room.  The Middle School is rearranging the entire school and parking area as the 8th 
graders are going to the High School.  The bus garage is being converted to CEVEC and 
the buses are currently being parked at Progressive.  There is also work being done at the 
High School.  They are connecting the buildings so that the students do not have to go 
outside between classes. 
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The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. The next two meetings are scheduled as 
follows: 

 
Wednesday, May 25 
Wednesday, June 22 
 
Respectfully submitted by Diane Wolgamuth. 
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