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DRAFT 

Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
March 22, 2011 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, March 22, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie   Council Representative  
Shirley Jay 
Merv Singer 
Joan Catalano 
Lorry Nadeau 
Jeff Schiemann 
Carole Marrie 
Brenda Bodnar 

Absent:   

Sandy Batcheller 
Kay Phillips 
Mary Singer 
Bob Haycox 
Tom Piteo 

Also Present:  
Doug Metzung, Service Director 
Ron Wynne, Finance Director 
Diane Wolgamuth, Administrator/Committee Secy. 
Residents Jean and Jim Triner 
Resident Linda Castrataro 

 Chairman Jim Mason opened the meeting and noted that there were a few guests in 
attendance this evening.  He asked that they introduce themselves and advised that the 
Committee would do the same.   

 Linda Castrataro stated that she lives on Foxboro Drive.   She came to the meeting 
to see what the Committee does.  She read about the Citizens Advisory Committee in the 
Village newsletter.  Mr. Mason stated that this is an advisory Committee appointed by the 
Mayor.  There are five additional members not in attendance tonight.  The Committee 
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meets monthly with the exception of December, July and August.  Mr. Mason thanked Ms. 
Castrataro for attending. 

 Mr. Mason stated that he lives in Aintree North and has been a member of this 
Committee for since its inception and has lived in the Village about 30 years.  Joan 
Catalano stated that she lives on Hickory Hill and has lived in the Village since 1983.  
Carole Marrie stated that she lives on Walnut and has lived here for 44 years.  Merv 
Singer stated that he lives on Highland Road.  He and his wife, Mary, are both members of 
the Committee.  Shirley Jay stated that she lives on Ridgebury Blvd. and has been here 
since 1962.  She was appointed to this Committee when it originated, many years ago.  
She stated that not many people in her neighborhood stay involved, so she stays 
involved.  Mr. Mason introduced Finance Director Ron Wynne explaining that he is here 
tonight to observe and will be attending next month’s meeting to provide an update on 
Village finances.  Jeff Schiemann stated that he has lived on Worton Park for 12 years, 
has lived in Hanover Woods for 20 years, and has been in the Village for over 30 years.  
Mr. Schiemann has been on the Committee since its inception.  Brenda Bodnar stated that 
she lives on Bonnieview, has been in the Village about 10 years and is the newest 
member of this Committee.  Lorry Nadeau stated that she has lived on Robley since 1985 
and this is her third year on the Committee.  Doug Metzung stated that he is the Service 
Director.  Tom Marrie stated that he is Carole’s other half and has also lived in the Village 
for 44 years.  He is a member of Council.  Diane Wolgamuth stated that she is the Village 
Administrator and the Mayor’s Assistant.  Mr. Mason added that Ms. Wolgamuth assists 
this Committee. 

Comments by Village Residents Jean and Jim Triner 

 Mr. Mason stated that he had received a request from Jean Triner to address the 
Committee for 10-15 minutes this evening.  He asked Mrs. Triner and her guest to 
introduce themselves. 

 Jean Triner passed out a handout (attached hereto) and stated that she and her 
husband Jim have lived in the Village for 21 years and they love it here.  Mrs. Triner 
stated that she appreciates all the good things that are going on in the Village and wants 
to see the Village continue in a healthy and positive way.  Jim Triner stated that he is here 
tonight because the other members who were supposed to come with them tonight could 
not attend due to other obligations.  Mr. and Mrs. Triner live on Hanover.   

 Mrs. Triner thanked the Committee for allowing them time to speak.  She stated 
that they are here representing other people who could not be here due to other 
commitments.  They are calling themselves the Mayfield Village Concerned Citizens.  Mrs. 
Triner stated that she and Mr. Triner represent a growing number of residents who are 
concerned about Mayfield Village’s financial matters.  Mrs. Triner stated that some of 
those concerns are being addressed by Finance Director Ron Wynne and she thanked Mr. 
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Wynne for being “extraordinarily responsive” and for his willingness to provide information 
and respond quickly. 

 Mrs. Triner stated that her group has three major goals.  One is to learn about 
financial matters.  Mrs. Triner believes that because they have been focused on other 
things, they have not given sufficient attention to what is going on in the Village.  At this 
point, they are focusing on financial matters and would like to get educated so they might 
educate others.  They would like to explore how they might support the efforts to reduce 
costs.  Mrs. Triner stated that she would like to use the talent in the Village to help other 
communities.  Her group wants to support Mr. Wynne and the Finance Committee as well 
as Council and the Mayor.  They are aware of the $15 million debt and thought there 
might be some efforts to reduce the debt more quickly because of the recent tax increase.  
“If there is a plan that can be developed for the Village to increase reserves, that would 
be really great.”  Mrs. Triner stated that the world is changing so quickly.  For instance, 
Lubrizol just got purchased. 

 Mrs. Triner stated that at the end of last year, she and her group started to educate 
themselves about the debt.  They are aware of the additional revenue and had originally 
envisioned that a larger portion might be allocated to debt reduction.  They would like to 
explore the degree to which the Mayor, Council and Ron share their concern about the 
debt. 

 Mr. Triner stated that they have some people in their group who are very savvy on 
business matters.  One is a CPA and runs his own business.  Others have been in large 
businesses in a finance capacity.  Mr. Triner addressed things that are happening in 
California and with State reductions, Kasich’s plan, new County government, and asked 
“what happens if we have a major economic downturn?  What impact does that have on 
the current thinking and spending?  What plans do we have in place?”  Mr. Triner stated 
that  in talking with other citizens, people seem concerned and shocked by the debt.  The 
Concerned Citizen group wants to learn more about the debt and while the 2011 budget is 
being voted on shortly, they hope to have opportunities to see what is being spent in 
2011, maybe spend it more prudently, and have impact on the 2012 budget. 

 Mr. Mason asked if the Concerned Citizens participate in any of the Committee work 
already being done in the Village.  Mrs. Triner responded that they have worked on things 
that they were concerned about, like oil and gas.  She doesn’t know all the people well 
enough to know if they are on Committees.   

 Mr. Mason asked if Mrs. Triner has had an opportunity to have her questions 
answered.  Mrs. Triner replied that Mr. Wynne has met with them previously.  They went 
to the Finance Committee meeting last night, but they were not permitted to ask 
questions.  They just listened.   
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 Mr. Triner added that they have become involved in issues after a crisis and would 
like to take a more proactive role.  Mr. Mason stated that this Committee is just a non-
voting extension of Council.  “We are another set of eyes and ears.”  Mr. Mason 
continued, stated that people in his neighborhood might talk to him in addition to talking 
to their Council representative.  Mr. Mason stated that this Committee and the Village held 
many meetings on the tax issue and that Mr. Wynne did a great job explaining that.  Mr. 
Mason commented that he doesn’t know how many people are in the Concerned Citizens 
group, but Mrs. Triner’s handout seems to be primarily finance and budget oriented.  Mr. 
Mason stated that there were extensive meetings and people were given the chance to 
participate. 

 Mrs. Jay asked if the group was organized such that they have meetings on certain 
days and have a leader.  Mrs. Triner responded that it has been “pretty ad hoc”.  “Our 
style is to be collaborative; it is to be informed.”  To Mr. Mason’s point, Mrs. Triner stated 
that she would have liked to have been more involved and to have attended the tax 
meetings, but she has been focused on her career and earning money.  The time she has 
carved out has been at the expense of her business or her sleep.  She stated that she 
feels her group brings business expertise to the table. 

 Mr. Mason asked if Mrs. Triner does not feel that she is being fully informed. Mrs. 
Triner replied that the reception they receive at Council meetings has not been very 
welcoming.  They felt they were accused of being “late to the party.”  That is why they are 
reaching out--to try to be more collaborative. 

 Mrs. Nadeau stated that the people who run the Village are elected officials.  They 
are the officials that the voters elect to carry out the business of the Village.  Mrs. Nadeau 
stated that she is a Tea Party person and she understands grass roots things very well, 
but she thinks there is order in having elections.  She does not know how comfortable the 
voters would be if one group decided they wanted Doug to pave certain streets and 
another group of concerned citizens went to another department.  “That is why there are 
elections.  You can get things done, but maybe you need people to run for Council seats 
because the way to have an impact is to let the voters have a chance.” 

 Mrs. Triner replied that she did not want to run for Council but that she would love 
to see that. Mrs. Nadeau stated that she just sees this as a function of elected 
government officials.   

 Mrs. Triner stated that they are trying to find a way to be more collaborative in a 
way that doesn’t circumvent our leaders or the process.  “Our focus has been elsewhere, 
so you can probably point us in the right direction.” 

 Mr. Schiemann stated that at one time we had a Council that was about to vote to 
put gas wells on a certain piece of property and the grass roots effort started because 
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they thought Council was headed in the wrong direction.  The grass roots effort was 
successful.  Mrs. Nadeau stated that is her point.  “You created a consensus of a majority 
of people who were willing and interested.”  Mrs. Nadeau stated that she is not dismissing 
an ad hoc group, she is just saying that small groups can’t manage the business of the 
Village.  Mr. Schiemann added that a small group can inform the people in the Village that 
there is $15 million in debt and go to Council and tells them they want it to be reduced 
over the next three years.  Mr. Schiemann stated, “Whether they are right or wrong, I 
don’t know, but learning the facts and bringing them to the public could certainly be a 
worthwhile effort.”  Mr. Schiemann explained that it was “neat” getting everybody in the 
Village involved and spreading the word about gas wells and letting people know that 
someone knocking on your door with a great deal may not be such a great deal. 

 Mr. Triner stated that he did not believe our elected public officials were presenting 
the facts properly.  “In fact, they were misinforming the public of what was going on.”  
Mrs. Triner stated that she did not think that was intentional.  Mr. Triner stated that even 
though our Council works hard to keep the Village going, “in some instances, the way the 
information is presented or the way it is presented to them, many times misconceptions 
are perpetuated.”   

 Mr. Triner continued, stating that on Issue 85 & 86, there were about 120 people in 
attendance at a Council meeting and a Council person commented that this was only 120 
people out of 3,000.  Mr. Triner feels that that 120 people represented a lot of the concern 
in the Village.  “Being dismissed like that raises our level of concern.” 

 Mr. Schiemann asked if there has ever been a contingency plan if Progressive got 
acquired the way Lubrizol got acquired.  Has there ever been a contingency financial plan 
put together if Progressive pulls out of the Village? 

 Mrs. Bodnar commented that she thinks Mrs. Triner is asking to find a way to be 
kept informed and have open dialogue.  She thinks Ron has come a long way in helping 
with that.  She believes financial matters are relevant to this Committee. 

 Mr. Mason stated that this Committee is not going to take the role of Council.  Ron 
will come in next month to give us an update on the financials and he agreed to come 
tonight to observe.  He will educate us so we can, in turn, educate those who live in our 
community.  Mr. Mason stated that we should all be concerned with the finances.  We 
passed a tax increase during a difficult time when other communities weren’t able to.  Mr. 
Mason continued, explaining that he believes that the Village is fiscally responsible and 
that goes from the Administration to Council and we are trying to be prudent with those 
dollars.  He thanked Jean and Jim for coming in and sharing their concerns.   

 Mrs. Triner asked if a few members of their group could attend next month’s 
meeting.  She stated that they have eight core members in their group and about 26 that 
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have interest.  Mr. Mason and Mr. Marrie stated that they have no problem with members 
of the group attending and deferred to Mr. Wynne.  Mr. Wynne agreed and stated that if 
they want to sit down with him individually again, he will make time. 

 Mr. Marrie agreed that a concerned group of citizens can turn things around by 
providing their opinions to Council.  He stated that he welcomes the idea of people coming 
to meetings.  He emphatically stated that he has never purposely lied or mislead in any 
fashion and that he takes that to heart and as an insult.  Mr. Marrie stated that we 
disagree and they are entitled to their opinion and he thinks Council should and does 
listen.  “The gas wells are a great example.”  Mr. Marrie does not like the insinuation that 
Council and the Mayor mislead anyone on purpose.  He is offended by that. 

 Mrs. Triner responded that she didn’t believe she had said that.  Mr. Marrie stated 
that Mr. Triner said it and he wanted to take exception to it as it was an unfair thing to 
say.  Mr. Triner clarified that he said that information was presented and he attempted to 
counter it and that the information still continued to be perpetuated.  “From our side of 
the table, it’s like people were not listening.” 

 Mr. Marrie stated that he took a position in writing on the gas wells, saying that 
they were no good, as he felt that from the beginning.  “So, people do listen.”  Mr. Marrie 
again stated that he would never mislead or lie and he doesn’t think anybody else on 
Council does either.  Mr. Marrie stated, “This Committee is not for taking apart other 
things.  You can come in and voice your opinion and we welcome it.  You are welcome to 
come back to the next meeting with your 8 or 10 people and let them hear what Ron has 
to say.  He’s done a fantastic job and he’s not afraid to show anybody anything.” 

 Mrs. Triner apologized and said they had no intention of triggering such a response.  
She asked if the Committee could respond to her questions about the role the Committee 
might play in collaborating with them.  Mr. Mason responded, “Our Committee is made up 
of these people plus five others that are not here tonight and we try to collaborate with 
those we know who live within the Village.”  Mr. Mason explained that he doesn’t do it 
with everybody because he doesn’t know everybody, but he looks to his neighbors and 
tries to bring concerns to the Committee and talk to the Service Director and the other 
administrators to get answers to issues.  “Tom Marrie is our vehicle to communicate back 
to Council and the Administration.”  Mr. Mason asked Mr. and Mrs. Triner how they might 
work with us to respond to the people in their Ward.  Mr. Mason stated that the minutes 
of these meetings are posted on the website, so he doesn’t know what else we can do. 

 Mrs. Triner acknowledged that Mrs. Nadeau made a good point early on that there 
are channels.  Mrs. Triner stated, “We really didn’t understand the rules.  We thought 
maybe this was a channel we needed to go though.  We hope that you will think about 
exploring collaboration because that is our style and the way we want to work.”  Mr. 
Mason thanked them for coming. 
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 Mr. Wynne asked to make a statement before Mr. and Mrs. Triner left.  Mr. Wynne 
stated that he would talk about the debt in much more detail next month so that everyone 
could understand it.  “Our debt is a complicated issue to understand and to understand 
how it’s funded.  As the Finance Director, I can honestly sit here and say I am not worried 
about the level of our debt or how it’s going to be taken care of one bit.  It’s not 
something I lose sleep over.  To understand our debt, you have to understand the history 
of why we incurred it, how it is being paid down, when it is going to be paid down.  You’ve 
got to understand all those pieces before you can get up on the Council floor and say the 
debt is too high and the Village needs to be more aggressive in paying it down.  When you 
hear the story about the history of the debt, it would be fiscally irresponsible to be 
aggressive and pay the debt down knowing the way it is funded by TIFs and special 
assessments by the corporations of this Village.  To pay it down more aggressively would 
be taking money out of our reserves, which are more important to us than paying the 
debt down.  The only thing I ask is that if you have things you want to learn about, I 
would be more than happy to spend the time and educate your group.  But get the 
education before somebody gets up on the Council floor. 

 Mrs. Triner acknowledged that Mr. Wynne’s recommendation was “well-founded”.  
She stated they are just learning and never expected to be involved.  Mrs. Triner states 
that she makes mistakes and takes responsibility and hopes this Committee will not hold 
it against them. 

 Mr. Mason responded to Mr. Schiemann’s point about Progressive ever leaving the 
Village as he worked for a corporation for 35 years that is leaving the City of Cleveland in 
another year and a half.  “They didn’t know it until a year and a half ago.  The sky can fall 
tomorrow, there can be a tsunami, there are a lot of factors.” 

 Mr. Wynne stated that Mr. Schiemann’s point about Progressive is well taken and 
needs to be given serious consideration. 

[Mr. and Mrs. Triner left the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  Mrs. Castrataro elected to remain at 
the meeting.] 

Approval of Minutes 

 Chairman Mason asked if everyone had reviewed the Minutes of February 21, 2011, 
and if there were any comments or changes.  There were none and the Minutes were 
approved as written.   
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Memorial Day Update 

 Merv Singer reported that Mary has made many phone calls and things are going as 
planned.   

Collection for Malachi House and Veterans 

 Mr. Marrie said that everyone did a great job with the collection last year.  He plans 
to prepare a flyer to include in a Village mailing and will put something in the next Voice 
of the Village to describe the toiletry items needed.  He will add 3 oz. cups and facial 
tissues which he just found out are desperately needed.  Mr. Marrie clarified that the 
collection will end at Pancake Breakfast and that cash donations will also be accepted. 

Council Update 

 Mr. Marrie reported that the Village Engineer and Service Director are making plans 
for road repairs and that decisions will be based on areas that need the most work.  Mr. 
Metzung stated that they are being “flexible” as the cost of asphalt is contingent on the 
cost of oil.  As he has looks at the Aintree neighborhood, he may change gears and do all 
the concrete work as those dollars are lower this year and plan for the asphalt work next 
year.  

 Mr. Mason stated that he remembers the pie chart that was used last year during 
the tax increase presentations.  He asked if the money being spent on the five parts of the 
pie were equal.  Mr. Wynne responded that the tax increase generates $3 million per year 
and of those five pieces of pie, in 2011, the budget provides that debt retirement is 
getting $300,000.00; increases in reserves total $300,000.00; infrastructure work and 
equipment needs are getting $1.8 million; tax base enhancements are being allocated 
$240,000 and general operations is getting $300,000.00.   

 Mr. Marrie reported on the following additional items being discussed by Council: 

• The Village is going to bid for the Service and Police Dept. driveway.  The Village 
received a grant to pay for a sizable amount. 

• The gazebo is going to be repaired because it is falling apart. 

• The Village is working with URS on the Greenway Trail. 

• The Village may recycle the old police trailer, move it to the soccer fields, and 
convert it to bathrooms and meeting space.  Mr. Marrie thinks it makes sense to 
use something that we own that is not going to be used again and is not worth 
much money because it is 14 years old.  This use of the trailer was Mr. Metzung’s 
idea  and he thinks it’s a great idea.   
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• The Village is finalizing the health care renewal in conjunction with the Health Care 
Task Force.  The Aetna renewal came in 12% higher, so the Village is changing 
carriers and will save money for the same or better coverage. 

[Mrs. Castrataro left the meeting at 8:00 p.m.] 

• The Wage Committee is working hard on determining wages for non-union 
employees.  Fire has signed their contract but Police has not yet. 

• The Library project is moving along.  It will be completed by the end of 2012 and 
there are great plans for improvements.  It will be an $11 million building. 

 Mrs. Jay asked about the road into the Library.  She knows that Mrs. Triner was 
concerned about that as well.  Mr. Marrie verified that the Village is installing the driveway 
for the Library.  Mr. Metzung advised that when Progressive develops or sells the back 
property, the Village will put in a roadway, similar to Parkview and North Commons at 
Campus II and Peter B. Lewis Drive at Campus I.   

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth provided flyers regarding the Recreation Easter Party and Easter 
Egg Hunt on April 16, Pancake Breakfast on May 8, and the Summer Concert series.  The 
assignment sheet for Pancake Breakfast was passed around to Committee members to 
sign up to volunteer to work the event. 

Comments from the Committee 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked about the impact of Gov. Kasich’s budget on the Village.  Mr. 
Wynne responded that the impact will be $250,000 next year.  This includes local 
government money from the County and the State and Commercial Activity tax. 

 Mr. Mason asked if any members of the Committee would be interested in writing 
the article for the Spring Voice of the Village.  Ms. Bodnar volunteered. 

 Mr. Mason noted that we have had modest attendance at our Committee meetings.  
He understands that things come up but we are missing five people tonight.  Mr. Mason 
asked that we try to get better attendance. 

 Mr. Mason asked Mr. Metzung about mailbox replacement and building barriers or 
structures to help keep them from being damaged by snowplows.  Mr. Metzung advised 
that most mailboxes are not damaged by plows, but just deteriorate with age.  Mr. Mason 
also asked the Committee about their opinion of uniformity of mailboxes throughout the 
Village.  Mr. Metzung stated that while he appreciates uniformity, he does not believe that 
this is something the Village would entertain.  The Service Dept. had three different types 
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of mailboxes that it uses as replacements and he believes different ones are better in 
different areas. 

 Mrs. Catalano stated that her mailbox was broken by a plow this year and was 
replaced by the Service Dept. with a beautiful box.  She has also been very happy with 
the snowplowing this year. 

 Mr. Schiemann shared a note he had gotten from Kay Phillips about two break-ins 
in the Hanover Woods neighborhood.  Mrs. Phillips wanted the Committee to be aware.  
The police arrested suspects in both instances.  Mr. Marrie stated that he is not aware that 
there has been any marked increase in crime in the Village. 

 Mr. Mason commented that there has been much discussion about regional 
cooperation with the new County government.  The County has hired former State 
Representative Ed Jerse to be a regional liaison.  Mr. Metzung stated that he attended a 
meeting and met Mr. Jerse.  Mr. Metzung stated that he believes that Mr. Jerse is finding 
that there is already much going on regionally that is just not publicized. 

 Ms. Bodnar commented that she agrees that the way to approach problems is to 
get educated first and she told Mr. Wynne that his efforts to educate are well-taken and 
will go a long way to allay fears.  “As Mr. Wynne said, there are sound fiscal reasons to 
not reduce the debt at the speed of sound.”  Ms. Bodnar stated that she appreciates what 
Mr. Wynne has done and hopes everyone in the Village will take his advice to get edified 
first. 

Mrs. Nadeau inquired about the road conditions at the intersection of Wilson Mills 
and SOM.  Mr. Metzung stated that he is working with the State to get it resolved.  The 
Service Dept. repairs the intersection almost every day.  The State now agrees that they 
may be responsible for it. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. The next three meetings were scheduled 

as follows: 
 
Tuesday, April 26 
Wednesday, May 25 
Wednesday, June 22 
 
Respectfully submitted by Diane Wolgamuth. 
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