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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
September 13, 2010 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Monday, September 13, 2010 at 7:00 
p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie  Council Representative  
Bob Haycox  

Kay Phillips 
Lorry Nadeau  
Shirley Jay 
Carole Marrie 
Jeffrey Schiemann 
Thomas Piteo 
 

Absent: Mary Singer  
Merv Singer    
Jeff DeMuth 
Joan Catalano 
Sandy Batcheller 
Art Goldstein 

Also Present: Doug Metzung Service Director 
Diane Wolgamuth Administrator/Committee Secy. 

 

Introduction/Approval of Minutes 

 Chairman Jim Mason opened the meeting and welcomed everyone back from 
summer recess.  Mr. Mason welcomed Tom Piteo to the Committee and asked him to 
introduce himself.  Mr. Piteo stated that he has lived on Kenwood for over a year.  He 
lived in Florida prior to that, but is formerly from Pepper Pike and went to Orange Schools.  
He currently owns a construction company and has been in business for over two years.   

 Mr. Mason asked the Committee if they had reviewed the Minutes from June 15, 
2010, and if there were any comments or changes.  There were none and the Minutes 
were approved as written. 
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Charter Amendments on November Ballot 

 Mr. Mason explained to the Committee that every five years the Village reviews the 
Charter, the document by which it is governed.  The Mayor and Council appoint citizens to 
the Commission.  Early this year, he, Paul Fikaris, Merv Singer, Pat Caticchio, Eric 
Jochum, Shirley Shatten, Randy Hyde, and Jim Farmer were asked to serve on the 
Commission.  They convened to begin their review.  Law Director Joe Diemert advised 
them as to their duties and responsibilities and they subsequently met with members of 
Council, staff and citizens to hear what they thought about the Charter.  It was a very 
open process.  Meetings were advertised in the newspaper.  Mary Beth Betsa took 
minutes and they ultimately came up with recommendations that they took to Council and 
submitted to the Board of Elections.  The Mayor and Council held an open forum and 
residents voiced their concerns about the proposed amendments. 

 Mr. Mason introduced Paul Fikaris.  Paul was on the Commission and Mr. Mason 
asked him to come here tonight.  Mr. Mason stated that several of the proposed 
amendments have generated a lot of interest and there is talk of another public forum in 
October. 

 Mr. Marrie added that the Charter requires that the Commission meet every five 
years.  Council only serves the administrative duty of putting their recommendations on 
the ballot and everyone has the option to vote.  Mr. Marrie stated that the public meeting 
was the most attended public meeting he has seen.  He thought people seemed confused, 
but he thinks they understand the process now.  Mr. Marrie expressed that he thought the 
Charter Review Commission was loaded with talent.  They did a great job and “took some 
heat.” 

 Paul Fikaris introduced himself.  He has lived on Oakwood for the past five years.  
He went to Mayfield High School.  He got involved with the Kenwood Homeowners 
Association and is currently the President.  He was asked by a Councilman to serve on the 
Commission. 

 Mr. Fikaris explained that the Charter has been added to over the years.  Any 
change to the Charter must be submitted to the electorate for a vote. There are things in 
it that could be said better.  Issue No. 82 covers changes made to the Charter merely for 
clarity. 

 Mr. Fikaris stated Issue No. 83 addresses how to replace Council members should 
they leave or move.  The proposed change would make it simpler.  Presently, the 
candidate receiving the second highest number of votes is next in line.  The Commission 
proposed that Council fill any vacancies.   
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 Mr. Fikaris explained that Issue No. 85 addresses when the Mayor is not able to 
perform his duties.  With the technology of today, the Commission felt that the Mayor can 
be the Mayor from anywhere, so they proposed to modify this language. 

 Mr. Fikaris stated the Issue No. 86 clarified existing language about what is subject 
to referendum vote at multiple stages of a project.  The way it read, if a capital project 
passes, subsequent ordinances are not subject to referendum.  It seemed to him that this 
was already said by the Charter, but the Commission tried to make it clearer. 

 Mr. Mason added that Joe Diemert and Diane Calta helped the Commission with 
much of this.  When the Police Station went out for bid, the prices came in too high.  Mr. 
Mason stated that in his view, if you had one vote, why would you need to come back for 
another vote?  Mr. Marrie added, once Council votes on a project, you don’t want to take 
every change order to referendum. 

 Mr. Fikaris stated that Issue No. 84 has caused the most controversy.  The way the 
Charter reads now, if there are proposed zoning changes, they must go to a referendum 
vote.  The Commission proposed to change that and place the initial burden on Council, 
knowing that our framework of professionals and citizens was enough to make changes 
based on their judgment.  It was interpreted that we were taking rights away from 
citizens.  It is a competitive market; the Commission thought this made sense.  We made 
no ruling, we just proposed that it be put on the ballot.  This change makes the process 
more competitive and streamlined.  Council still has the ability to send the issue to a 
referendum vote. 

 Mr. Mason agreed that it was not the Commission’s intent to circumvent the ability 
to vote.  He believes there was a lot of misunderstanding. 

 Mr. Schiemann added that the 2020 Vision Plan requires a lot of zoning changes.  
He believes it will never happen if every change has to go to a vote.  Mr. Marrie agreed, 
stating that people worked for years on the 2020 Vision.  When you have referendum 
zoning, most builders are going to walk away because they know they are in for a long 
haul.  Mr. Piteo added that there is a lot of money that goes into it.  Mr. Marrie agreed 
and said he thinks people read the proposal wrong and took it defensively. 

 Mr. Mason stated that people at the public meeting were ready to lynch the 
Commission.  Mr. Fikaris said that he felt that Council also took unfair heat.  The last time 
the Commission met, the only amendment that failed was to change the review to every 
ten years.  He thinks it warrants a five year review. 

 Ms. Nadeau stated that it would have been nice to receive a short bio about each 
person on the Commission, how they were selected to serve, and how they decide what 
issues to take up.  She also suggested that perhaps a spokesperson should have been 
appointed. 
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 Mr. Marrie advised that the Law Director wrote on article in the VOV about the 
process.  Ms. Nadeau stated that Highland Heights residents came to the meeting because 
they heard about proposed development.  Mr. Metzung advised that the Village has no 
property that backs up to Highland Heights. 

 Mr. Marrie stated that there were many rumors being spread.  He heard people say 
that only three Commission members actually voted and the rest didn’t show up.  In fact, 
seven of the eight members were there to vote.  Only one member missed the meeting 
due to health. 

 In response to Ms. Nadeau, Mr. Mason advised that Pat Caticchio has served on the 
Commission three times; and he has served twice and has lived in the Village since 1981;  
Eric Jochum was on the 2020 Vision Committee; Shirley Shatten has been here longer 
than anyone; Randy Hyde was excellent; and Jim Farmer is an attorney and Chair of the 
P&Z.  The members are people with long-term pedigrees.  Aspersions were cast at the 
meeting and it was upsetting. 

 Mr. Fikaris said that he was the rookie and maybe the Village has more 
communicating to do to make people understand who is on the Commission in the future.  
He suggested a sign-up sheet for 2015.   

 Mr. Metzung asked if the Commission did any research on referendum zoning.  Mr. 
Marrie stated that Joe Diemert provided information about surrounding communities.  Mr. 
Fikaris stated that the Committee just decided that it was time to put this issue to a vote.   

Council Report  

 Mr. Marrie reported that Council is reviewing an exciting proposal from the 
Cuyahoga County Library that a new library branch be constructed on SOM Center across 
from Hickory Hill.  Sari Feldman came in to talk to Council and explained that, prior to 
2008, all libraries built were funded by cities.  Residents passed levies to pay for them.  
Now, they have funding so that they can fund their own construction.  The County Library 
performed a four year study and of their 28 locations, 13 will be affected.  Mayfield Village 
is one of the locations getting a new library.   

 Mr. Marrie explained that the Mayfield branch can’t expand in their current location 
at the school and the school district would like to utilize the building.  They are committed 
to moving. 

 Mr. Piteo asked if there was any deadline.  Mr. Marrie responded that they have 
three years to complete construction.  The bottom line is that they are going to spend $11 
million and Village residents will not pay one dime.  The property being donated is public 
land that cannot be developed otherwise.  The property was paid for by Progressive.  It is 
public land being put to public use. 
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 Mrs. Jay asked if this has to go to referendum since the zoning is residential.  Mr. 
Marrie responded that public uses can go on residentially zoned land. 

 Mr. Haycox asked how large the building would be.  Mr. Married advised that it will 
be 30,000 sq. ft. on one story.  The library wants it to be one story so they need less 
employees and less security.  The library is expected to include 50 computers, a drive 
thru, a children’s area, and meeting rooms.  Mr. Marrie said that personally he cannot 
think of a better use of the land. 

 Mrs. Jay asked if residents will have any say in what the building looks like.  Mr. 
Marrie advised that the library intends to have a public meeting at some point.  The 
library doesn’t want to hire an architect until they have the land.  Council must make a 
decision now.  Mr. Marrie stated that, for what it’s worth, Highland Heights would love to 
have the Library there.  “The Library is going to move somewhere in the Mayfield District.  
It would be a shame for us to lose the Library in Mayfield Village.”   

Town Hall Meetings re: Village Finances 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised the Committee that there are two meetings scheduled to 
review Village finances in light of the passage of the tax increase.  The first is scheduled 
for September 15 and the second on October 11. 

Village Communication with Residents 

 Ms. Wolgamuth asked the Committee members how they felt about how the Village 
communicates with residents.  Some of the members who had been at the Public Meeting 
regarding the Charter amendments and/or a recent Council meeting said they couldn’t 
believe that people were complaining about lack of communication.  Ms. Wolgamuth 
described the various methods typically used, including, notices in local newspapers, 
posting on the marquee at the intersection of SOM & Wilson Mills, posting on the Village 
website, mailings to residents, and inclusion in the Voice of the Village.  The consensus of 
the Committee was that the Village does a great job of communicating and that it is 
difficult to suggest other methods that should be utilized. 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the Village is attempting to gather a list of e-mail 
addresses so that the Village can begin to send weekly e-mail blasts.  All residents need 
to do to subscribe is send an e-mail to contactus@mayfieldvillage.com. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth reminded the Committee about Shred Day, the Ice Cream Social, 
the Quilt Show and upcoming shows in Reserve Hall. 
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 The next meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee will be held on October 12, 
1010 at 7:00 p.m.  Mayfield Village Planner, David Hartt, will be asked to attend to 
discuss the 2020 Vision Plan. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 

 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secy.   
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