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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
June 15, 2010 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, June 15, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie  Council Representative  
Bob Haycox  

Kay Phillips 
Mary Singer 
Laurie Nadeau  
Joan Catalano 
Sandy Batcheller  
Art Goldstein 
Shirley Jay 
 

Absent: Carole Marrie  
Merv Singer 
Jeffrey Schiemann    
Jeff DeMuth 

Also Present: Doug Metzung Service Director 
Diane Wolgamuth Administrator/Committee Secy. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

 Chairman Jim Mason opened the meeting, asked the Committee if they had 
reviewed the Minutes from May 11, 2010, and if there were any comments or changes.  
There were none and the Minutes were approved as written. 

 Council Report  

 Mr. Marrie reported that work on Wilson Mills will begin in late July and construction 
will continue through August and September.  Traffic will be maintained; there will be a 
single lane in each direction.  This project has been planned for 2-3 years but was delayed 
due to work being done on Mayfield Road and Ridgebury Blvd.   
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Mrs. Jay asked where the road will be closed and Mr. Metzung responded that it will 
be closed from Beta Drive to I-271. 

Mr. Marrie thanked everyone for their support of the income tax increase.  The 
Mayor and the Finance Director are working on a 5-year plan and would like input from 
Committee members and their neighbors about how they would like to see the additional 
revenue spent.  Mr. Marrie suggested items like entryway signs, street signs, etc.  The 
Mayor and Council would find their input helpful.  Mr. Marrie stated that, as previously 
discussed, some of the money will be used to cover debt and build up our reserve.  Work 
will be done in the entire Village, not just certain neighborhoods.  There are street repairs 
that have been put off and need to be done.  Mr. Marrie suggested that the Committee 
help prepare a questionnaire for distribution to residents. 

Mrs. Batcheller stated that she thought it was not a good idea to ask people how to 
spend the revenue.  Mrs. Batcheller stated that she felt that, based on the materials 
provided to residents on the tax increase, it sounded like that was already decided.  Mr. 
Marrie clarified that he was seeking input on priorities, for example, do we need sewers 
instead of street repair?  Mrs. Batcheller agreed that it should be made clear that the 
decision to spend some of the money on infrastructure was already made.  Mr. Marrie 
stated that he believes that people like to provide their input and the Mayor feels strongly 
that this Committee has good input. 

Mr. Mason stated that this is the Committee’s last meeting before the summer.  On 
the Agenda is the Committee’s involvement with Homeowners’ Associations.  At one point, 
Councilman Saponaro had encouraged the Committee to get together with the 
Homeowners’ Associations, but it didn’t go too far.  With respect to infrastructure projects, 
he believes they are evident.  The question is prioritization and he believes the 
Administration and Council need to make that decision.  Mr. Mason continued stating that 
debt relief is an important element, but he believes it must be demonstrated that some 
money is going to be spent on improvements.  Mr. Mason suggested that he and Bob 
Haycox can identify needed projects in Aintree North; others on the Committee can 
identify projects in their neighborhoods.  He asked to whom they should respond. 

Mr. Marrie agreed to act as the clearinghouse for ideas.  He can be contacted by 
phone or email. 

Mrs. Singer stated that she believes the people voted for the tax and the Village 
already said what the money would be used for.  She agreed that building up a cushion 
would be good.  The majority of people voted for the tax according to the pie chart.  She 
does not believe we should ask them again. 

Mr. Metzung stated that all Department Heads have provided their list of projects 
and equipment needs to the Mayor and Finance Director.  The question now is how to 
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prioritize those wishes. “How does building a pavilion compare to planting trees?  Those 
are the things Administration needs to know.”  Mr. Metzung stated that he has allocated 
money to sidewalk repair but this Committee might say “let people pay for their own 
sidewalk.” 

Mr. Marrie agreed that setting priorities is the main idea.  We know the five pieces 
of the pie, but we need to make suggestions on how to prioritize them.   

Mr. Mason suggested that instead of a questionnaire, the Committee members 
should get feedback from neighbors and get the information to Mr. Marrie.   

Mr. Haycox agreed that it was best to seek ideas informally.  He suggested 
performing studies to determine the useful life of capital improvements and fair 
replacement value.  With that type of plan in place, the Village could set aside a fairly 
level amount of money each year. 

Mrs. Batcheller stated that the various neighborhoods will put in their priorities, but 
she believes it would be good to get something that benefits all Villagers, like Reverse 
911.  Mrs. Batcheller added that fixing sidewalks and roads will only benefit certain 
people.  Mr. Marrie agreed to speak to Chief Dearden and take that on as a project. 

Mr. Metzung added that there has been talk about communication and ways to set 
up e-mail blasts to all residents. 

Mr. Goldstein asked if the 2020 Vision Plan has changed.  Mr. Mason asked Ms. 
Wolgamuth to speak to that issue and Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the 2020 Vision Plan is 
still considered to be the master plan that has been adopted by Council.  It may not be 
coming to fruition as quickly as we might like, but as planning and developing issues 
arise, the 2020 Plan is consulted so that no decisions are made that are contrary to the 
goals set forth in it. 

Mr. Metzung added that planning development in the Village is more robust than it 
has ever been.   

Mr. Goldstein asked if the Village continues to buy property.  Mr. Marrie responded 
that there is no current plan to buy more property.  Beta Drive continues to move forward 
in small steps.  Mayfran and QED have just connected to the fiber.  Mr. Marrie stated that 
things are tough out there.  People who own properties are not willing to renovate.  
Zoning also plays a part.  We are not zoned for what we might like to see on Beta Drive.  
He was very happy to see the conference center completed at 700 Beta. 

Mr. Metzung added that the 2020 Vision Plan is a pretty radical change from what 
exists now. 
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Ms. Wolgamuth added that Ted Esborn, our Economic Development Coordinator, 
has been tracking vacancies on Beta Drive and, in fact, Beta is currently about 85% 
occupied.  Ms. Wolgamuth explained that if there is a small vacancy in any of the 
buildings, the building owner is permitted to put up a vacancy sign.  This results in many 
vacancy signs, but actually not that much vacancy.  There is one building—600 Beta—that 
is completely empty.  The structure is obsolete and not useful for current warehousing or 
manufacturing and the cost to renovate or raze the building is very high.   

Mr. Marrie responded that he is very pleased to hear about the low vacancy rate 
and suggested that Mr. Esborn report that in a VOV article.  Mr. Mason suggested that 
perhaps Mr. Esborn could attend the Committee’s September meeting to report on 
planning activities.  Ms. Wolgamuth agreed to invite Mr. Esborn and Planner David Hartt. 

Mrs. Jay asked where the new Library is going to be located.  Ms. Batcheller stated 
that she believes it is going next to its current location.  Mr. Marrie replied that he 
believes they are considering the Progressive property.  Mrs. Jay asked what had 
happened to it going in the center of town.  Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the Library is 
talking about a large 1-story building.  There is not enough land available at the Town 
Center to accommodate the building and its parking needs. 

Memorial Day Ceremony at Whitehaven Cemetery 

Mr. Mason stated that the Village had a wonderful Memorial Day Event and asked 
Mary Singer to comment.  Mrs. Singer distributed the article that had appeared in the 
News Herald.  She spoke to the reporter who said that both the event and the Master of 
Ceremonies (Jim Mason) were terrific.  Mrs. Singer reported that she had many volunteers 
that put flags on graves and flags were placed at Mt. Sinai Cemetery as well.  She 
received many donations.  Mr. Mason commented that the entertainment was very good.  
Mr. Marrie commended Mr. Mason for keeping the program moving and said that the 
Mayor’s speech was very good.  Mrs. Singer thanked Jeff Thomas, Debbie Thomas and 
Diane Wolgamuth for their help, particularly for getting the programs printed.  She 
thanked Bill Thomas for taking care of the speaker system and the Service Dept. for 
helping with signs and delivering the chairs and tents.  Mrs. Singer reported that Patsy 
Mills made and donated a beautiful wreath. 

Malachi House & Veteran’s Hospital Collection 

Mr. Marrie again mentioned that the collection was very successful.  Both he and 
Mr. Mason will mention it in their VOV articles. 
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Open Discussion 

 Mr. Mason asked if the playground at Wiley Park was going to come down due to 
the new Police Station.  Mr. Metzung responded that the Village is seeking a grant to redo 
the driveway.  The plan is to try to improve the park and the playground. 

 Mrs. Nadeau commented that the lawn signs placed at the homes of the Mayfield 
High School graduates was really nice and provided a sense of community. 

 Mrs. Phillips reported that she received an e-mail from Amy Ferren about a tip that 
Seagull had scheduled a meeting with Stonecreek residents that evening regarding 
drilling. 

 Mrs. Jay asked about the old parsonage house in the Civic Center parking lot.  She 
commented that it was looking “scrungy”.  Mr. Metzung reported that the Village is 
looking into tearing the house down.  Grass will be planted and the area will remain open  
for the time being. 

 Mr. Metzung reported that the gas well being drilled on Aintree Park Drive is in one 
gentleman’s yard.  The neighbors have signed on and there appear to be no objections. 

 Mr. Haycox stated that he had a great time at Cruise Night.  Everything was 
cleaned up by Sunday morning. 

 Ms. Wolgamuth reported that she will be taking over the design of the Voice of the 
Village, beginning with the upcoming issue.  Jeff Thomas has done it for many years and 
will be focusing on IT-related work.  

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth reported that: 

The July 4th festivities will be held on July 3rd.   

Fairmount has several summer theatre productions planned:  “Children of Eden” 
and “Honk Jr.” and “Pride & Prejudice”.   “Children of Eden” and “Honk, Jr.” are both 
musicals.  The spring musical “13” was so popular, it will return in September for several 
more shows. 

The first and second-place winners of the Fairmount Russell Art Exhibition are 
currently being exhibited in the Civic Center halls.  Ms. Wolgamuth invited the Committee 
members to take a moment to look at them after the meeting. 
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 The next meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee will be scheduled in 
September. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 

 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secy.   
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