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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
April 6, 2010 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, April 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie  Council Representative  
Bob Haycox 
Carole Marrie   

Kay Phillips 

Mary Singer 
Merv Singer  
Laurie Nadeau 
Shirley Jay 
Jeffrey Schiemann   

Absent: Joan Catalano 
Sandy Batcheller  
Art Goldstein 
Jeff DeMuth 

Also Present: Doug Metzung Service Director 
John Marrelli  Building Commissioner 
Diane Wolgamuth Administrator/Committee Secy. 

 

Mr. Mason opened the meeting and reminded the members to let him or Ms. 
Wolgamuth know if they hear of anyone that is interested in joining the Committee 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Mason asked if the Committee had any changes to the meeting minutes from 
March 2, 2010.  There were no changes and the Committee approved the Minutes as 
written. 

Update on Gas & Oil Drilling  

 Mr. Marrie reported on the legislation regarding gas and oil drilling recently passed 
by the State of Ohio.  He advised that the language had gotten even tougher with respect 
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to local control.  The only gain was an additional 50 ft. setback from the drilling site.  Mr. 
Marrie stated that six people on the State Committee are part of the gas association and 
the State senators asked the gas association to help them write the language.  The House 
voted 95 to 3 in favor and the Senate voted 26 to 6 in favor of the legislation.  Mr. Marrie 
stated, “The State has had control; now they have full control.”   

 Mr. Mason commented that much of Ohio where drilling is occurring is farmland.  
Unfortunately, the law is one size fits all and the rules apply across the State, but it 
doesn’t fit in our community.   

 Mr. Marrie responded that Mr. Niehaus does have any gas in his county and these 
rules may be fine for him, but these rules are not fine on Seneca between two homes. 

 Mr. Mason stated that he thinks the price of gas is low because so many people are 
currently drilling.  He stated that the tough wells in residential areas are not very likely to 
happen, but the easy wells, like at schools, will probably go forward. 

 Mrs. Jay asked why the Mayfield Schools are looking at drilling.  “Don’t they know 
about all the problems?” 

 Mr. Marrelli responded that it is about money.  The schools have chosen to deal 
with Bass Energy.  Mr. Marrelli believes that Bass is the best drilling company around 
here; they have not had any problems. 

 Mrs. Jay stated that her property backs up to the high school and she doesn’t want 
the trees to be cut. 

 Mr. Schiemann stated that he just received an email on this issue.  He encouraged 
everyone to raise their voice.  Mrs. Jay stated that the newspaper indicated that there is a 
public work session on April 14, but there was no time or location listed.  Mr. Marrie urged 
Mrs. Jay to call the School District offices to get more detailed information. 

Update from Building Commissioner John Marrelli re: Police Station construction. 

 Mr. Marrelli showed the Committee various drawings and photos of the Police 
Station construction.  He reported that construction is currently five weeks ahead of 
schedule and he expects that the Police Department will be moved in by November.  The 
design build is very flexible and plans are being changed and added to as we go along.  
The cost, however, is set at $4 million. 

 Mr. Singer asked if there was any plan to hire more police employees once the 
station was complete and Mr. Marrelli responded that he knew of no plan to hire any 
additional employees. 
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 Mrs. Jay asked what is planned for the old police station.  Mr. Marrelli responded 
that he did not know, but the building will probably be taken down as there is no reason 
to continue to maintain it. 

Malachi House and Veterans Hospital Collection 

  Mr. Marrie reported that so far the toiletry collection is not “tearing up the world.”  
He asked Ms. Wolgamuth to make sure a reminder was included on the Pancake Breakfast 
flyers.  Ms. Wolgamuth advised that a request for donations was also being included in a 
Village-wide mailing to residents regarding the income tax issue.  A copy of the mailing 
was provided to the Committee. 

Proposed Income Tax Increase on May 4th Ballot 

 Mr. Mason reported that two Town Hall Meetings have been held and they have not 
been heavily attended.  He stated that the people who have come have not voiced 
overwhelming support of the issue; they have mostly expressed displeasure.  He asked 
that the Committee members try to attend the upcoming meetings and reminded them 
that the burden of the tax increase will be borne by people who are not residents of the 
Village.  Mr. Mason stated that he believes it will be a difficult vote to pass, but he 
believes the resources are needed to maintain the quality of life in the Village.  He thinks 
the employees here have done a great job and we keep a tight ship.  Communicating this 
to the residents is a challenge.  There are two more meetings this month.  Mr. Mason 
stated that many people have already voted absentee and that, typically, there is a 
modest turnout at the polls in May.   

 Mrs. Nadeau stated that she can’t imagine why people wouldn’t vote for the 
increase since it won’t affect most residents.  Mr. Mason responded that nobody likes to 
see taxes raised.  Some people will always vote no. 

 Mr. Schiemann stated that he thinks that it is wrong to raise taxes because others 
will pay for it.  The money is coming from the coffers of other communities which will 
cause them to see a shortfall.  He thinks it is a vicious cycle.  Mr. Schiemann stated that if  
we need things, he believes that is a good reason to raise taxes.  Similarly, if we need 
more security and more police officers, he believes that is a good reason to raise taxes. 

 Mr. Metzung asked what Mr. Schiemann would propose to cut if the increase does 
not pass and asked if we aren’t just getting our fair share.  Mr. Schiemann replied that 
from a tax policy standpoint, taking money from other communities is the wrong reason 
to raise taxes.  Mr. Marrie responded that residents like the recreation programs and the 
other things the Village offers. 

 Mr. Marrelli asked, “What if other communities raise their tax to 2.5%?  Are we just 
going to stay at 1.5%?”  Mr. Schiemann responded, “If we need more police, then there is 
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a reason.  If we can’t sustain, we must scale back.”  Mr. Metzung reminded Mr. 
Schiemann that he and his neighbors were aghast when their road was paved with 
chipseal; they wanted asphalt which is much more costly.  Mr. Metzung stated that if we 
must scale back further, there will be no infrastructure work.  Mr. Schiemann suggested 
that the Village should say that if the tax increase passes, we will do specific projects.  He 
also stated that it wasn’t the chipseal that was complained about, it was the grinding.  Mr. 
Schiemann stated that he wants to see where the money will be spent. 

 Mr. Metzung advised that at the Town Hall Meetings, residents are told that the 
Village intends to spend millions to repair and maintain roads.  This information is 
included in the PowerPoint presentation; however, it is not specific as to which streets are 
included.  Ms. Wolgamuth added that the PowerPoint presentation is available for viewing 
on the Village website. 

Spring Cleanup 

 Mr. Metzung reported that the Service Dept. is currently fixing mailboxes and 
patching roads.  If the tax increase is not passed, he is not sure how his Department will 
deal with this in the future.  He expects that he will have to cut back further on part-time 
employees.  He has rehired 30-year employees who do not receive healthcare or vacation.  
He will lose these skilled people first, then full-time people will have to go.  Mr. Metzung 
stated that he does not know if there will be regular leaf pickup in the fall.  Residents take 
limbs out to the street and expect them to be picked up.  Broken trash toters are regularly 
replaced.  Things people have come to expect from Service will have to go away.  We may 
not be able to deliver tables and chairs.  We will have to go back to the basics. 

Memorial Day Ceremony at Whitehaven Cemetery 

 Mrs. Singer provided the Committee with an update on Memorial Day plans.  She 
stated that she needs people to volunteer to put flags on graves beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
on May 30th.  There are 3,000 flags to be placed.  She has Boy Scout and Young Marine 
volunteers, but could use more help.  The Suburbanaires Barber Shop Quartet called her 
to say they were coming back because we made them feel so welcome last year. 

Miscellaneous Items. 

 Mrs. Singer stated that she plans to have a table at Pancake Breakfast to collect the 
toiletry items for Malachi House.  Marc’s at Eastgate is the only store that has been willing 
to contribute so far.  Mrs. Singer asked that everyone push for toiletries and remember to 
attend the Memorial Day event. 

 Mr. Schiemann reminded the Committee members to contact the School Board and 
let them know where you stand on the gas and oil drilling issue. 
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 Mr. Singer reported that the Charter Review Commission is moving right along.  He 
asked if the Village could provide signs for residents to place on their lawns supporting the 
tax increase.  Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the Law Dept. has indicated that the Village 
cannot expend funds to promote the tax increase.  Only informational materials can be 
distributed. 

 Mrs. Phillips mentioned the recent incident at the High School.  She was happy to 
see how responsibly it was handled. 

 Mrs. Jay asked if people seem to leave the Town Hall meetings with their minds 
changed about the income tax issue.  Mr. Marrie stated that it is difficult to tell, but some 
people come with an open mind.  Ron Wynne’s presentation is very detailed and answers 
all questions.  Mr. Marrie stated that some people come just to make comments against it.  
He described that one resident said we should layoff everyone, stop everything, even 
close the pool.  He believes there is no changing this person’s mind.  Mr. Marrie stated 
that he wished more people would attend the meetings. 

 Mr. Metzung added that Ron Wynne is from the private sector.  Mr. Marrie agreed, 
stating that he talks like a businessman and has pulled chains to get the Department 
Heads to tighten their budgets.  Mr. Metzung stated that this is not new; budget 
tightening has been discussed for the past several years. 

 Mrs. Nadeau stated that she heard through the police blotter that there was a 
break-in at Exceleration and an attempted theft at Heinen’s.  Mrs. Phillips added that 
something happened at CVS also.  Mrs. Nadeau stated that Mayfield Heights has started a 
neighborhood watch and the police department is helping to facilitate it.  She believes 
that, clearly, there is an increase in crime in the area. 

 Mr. Marrie stated that he will talk to Chief Dearden and invite him to the next 
meeting.  Mr. Marrie asked that everyone speak to their neighbors about voting on May 
4th and that they remember to seek donations for Malachi House. 

 Ms. Wolgamuth agreed to make sure the donation information is included on the 
Pancake Breakfast flyers and have a message added to the Gazebo marquee. 

  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 
The next meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee was scheduled for Tuesday, 

May 11, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secy.   


