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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 
September 24, 2009 

 
The Architectural Review Board met in regular session on Thursday, September 24, 

2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Civic Hall. Chairman Ron Dinardo 
presided. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Mr. Ron Dinardo 

Mr. Joshua Klein 
Mr. Ivo Tombazzi 
 

Absent: Mrs. Mary Ann Wervey 
Mr. Carmen Miozzi  

 
Also Present: Building Commissioner: Mr. John Marrelli 
  Secretary:   Ms. Deborah Garbo 
   
  Mayor Rinker (arrived 7:20 p.m.) / Bill Nadeau / Chief Dearden 
  Bill Davis (Panzica Construction) 
  Ken Emling (Richard Bowen & Assoc) 
  Pete DiFranco (Richard Bowen & Assoc) 
  
CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES:  September 17, 2009 
Consideration of minutes postponed to next meeting date.      
 

 
PROPOSAL 
 
1. Design Approval   New Police Station Project 
      620 SOM Ctr. Rd. 
      Panzica Construction Company 
  
OPEN PORTION 
 
Chairman Dinardo called the meeting to order. Tonight we’ll discuss the modification 
suggestions from the last Special ARB meeting of Sept 17th. Ken will take us through the 
changes.  

Power Point Presentation 
 
Ken Emling from Richard Bowen & Assoc has a power point prepared.  
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• Floor Plan 
 
Ken identified all the departments on the floor plan. I’ll stop if anyone wants specific info.  
 
Chairman Dinardo said your flow works great and as long as Chief is happy with the plan, 
we’re fine.  
 
Ken moved on. I’ll talk in detail about specifically the changes and improvements we made 
from last weeks meeting. Allan Renzi couldn’t be here tonight but we both appreciated all your 
comments and took them very seriously. We spent quite a bit of time going back and re-
examining what we had and what we felt we could do to improve it and still stay within our 
budget.   
 

• Roof Pitch 
 
Ken said one of the first things we did was increase the roof pitch from 5 / 12 to 6 ½ / 12. Then 
we took the ridge line and raised it 1 ½ foot. Ken shows visually how it gives more of a 
presence. Proportionally, aesthetically it looks a little better.   
 
Ken said we agreed with your recommendation from the one element on the Fire Station and 
we hipped this piece back (showing views). It gives more presence to this main element.    
 

• Window Detail  
 
Ken said we tweaked some of the window detailing, going to a precast stone up on top with a 
keystone over the arch windows. We created little more of a modern element at the front with 3 
larger squared off windows.   
 

• Water Table 
 
Ken said another change is at the water table. As opposed to having the brick come down to the 
ground, we’re going to introduce a split face masonry unit. It gives the building little more of a 
base and helps solidify it.  
 

• Lighting 
 
Ken said we’ve introduced some lighting elements. We’ll have to work on this to determine 
final locations. We’ve proposed something a little more decorative.  
 

• Freeze boards  
 
Ken said we’ve increased the depth of the freeze boards so they’re a little more significant. The 
main building has undergone some significant changes.  
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• Entry  
 
Ken said as you remember it was more of a traditional pediment with columns. Our thought 
was to take this form we created and mimic it here. Have a flat horizontal canopy with brackets 
that gives some protection at the front. Little more of a modern feel for the window treatment 
on the side. We even talked about the vestibule, maybe raising the ceiling up to give it little 
more of a presence. That becomes more of a modern, less traditional Library looking entry to 
the facility.  
 

• Firing Range / Garage 
 
Ken said we introduced windows in two panels of all the overhead doors. We intended to do it 
anyway just for natural light and visibility so if you’re in the garage you can see what’s 
happening in the parking lot. It also adds more of an aesthetic element to the building.  
 
Ken said since we chose to create the band around the perimeter with the corbelled out unit, 
we’re going to take that same concrete masonry. We had a band down here before but it was 
just going to be a different color quick-brick. We think we’ll go to the split face unit there. 
That’ll help tie things in better. That then continues all the way around the shooting range and 
garage building.  
 

• Cupola  
 
Ken said I went back and looked at all the photographs you gave us. This is actually a smaller 
version of the cupola on top of the Fire Station. One of the moves that I think helps it is to 
rotate it on a 45. We feel we’re more in scale with the building, it’s more fitting. Not too 
traditional but not too ultra modern either.  
 

• Various Views  
 
Ken said this is a view from the street as you’re approaching the entry drive to the site. This is 
not a photorealistic rendering, but gives you an idea that when you see the building in 
perspective, the length of it isn’t as drastic as the elevations might lead you to believe which I 
think was part of the problem last week. I do agree from last week that maybe the building was 
just a little too low for its length and I think we’ve improved upon that quite substantially.   
 

• Water Table 
 
Mr. Marrelli asked if the split face water table is a block or brick.  
 
Ken replied it’s a block, a standard concrete masonry unit 8 x 16. 
 
Chairman Dinardo said there’s not much split face in the Village. I think Parkview Pool has it. 
Do we want to introduce it to a municipal building here? I was wondering if there’s another 
material we can use. Is there another product out there that’s bigger than 8 x 16 that doesn’t 
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affect the cost? There are all these other companies that make a concrete product that’s smooth 
that’s not split face. There are so many options but we have to work within this budget.  
 
Mayor Rinker arrives 7:20 p.m. 
 
Bill Davis said it’s a modular unit. I’m not aware of a block unit that’s bigger than that other 
than some type of a stone veneer product which would affect budget.  
 
Ken said I’m familiar with a lot of the concrete blocking textures that make a unit, called 
ground-face unit. What they do is take colored concrete block and polish the front of it to 
different levels. I do believe they make them larger than 8 x 16, maybe 12 x 24. Maybe your 
idea is to stay with a smooth unit instead of a rock faced / split faced unit.    
 
Chairman shows Ken a company he has for an example. I know there are other manufacturers 
that make that product. I’m thinking we have possibilities of doing various things down Beta 
Dr. at some point and I’m having a hard time introducing a split face block to our Village 
building.  
 
Bill Davis asked, how about just a different color brick unit?  
 
Chairman Dinardo said I’m just looking for something different than a split face product. 
We need to find the right material. Bill, can we look at some options? Bill said yes. 
Chairman said I think a ground-face smooth oversize unit will be perfect. Bill added, I’ll 
be glad to look at it. I’ll give you the options on it. Your key is to stay within budget. 
Something tells me this is not, but I’ll be glad to look at it and give you the cost analysis 
for it. John said the bigger units would save you labor time. Bill said not really because 
it’s a harder unit to handle. A single 16” unit can be handled by a single bricklayer, 
anything over that you need to have 2 people handle it.  
 

Summary of changes 
 
Ken walked Mayor Rinker through the changes. Mayor suggested changes look good. One 
question, do we like this color brick, the darker as opposed to a lighter? Board prefers the 
darker.  
 
Chairman said you’ve done a very nice job with our suggestions. 
 
Chairman asked if the cupola is an asphalt shingle top. Ken said right now metal, we have to 
search your catalogs for an exact.   
 
Mayor Rinker commented on the 3 windows in the main section. The touches are subtle, look 
great all in all.  
 
Ken added, to your point about going a little modern, if you look at some of these window 
treatments with the squared off units, the details with the keystones and some precast lentils at 
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the top of all the windows, all lead in that direction. We completely redesigned the entry and 
went to a canopy supported by some steel cables which gives a much different look. 
 
Chairman said to the entry plan, you have these elements; window, door, window. Is it getting 
squished? There’s not enough masonry. Mayor suggested maybe one more window above. Ken 
suggested maybe one larger window instead with more masonry to the sides and still keep the 
ceiling higher.  
 
Ken said I have to be honest with you, when you deal with architecture like this the problem is 
if you go in a 10 mile radius around here, there’s 50 different building types that fit this style so 
to speak. It’s so popular in North East Ohio. You’ll find it on a grocery store, a library, a 
school, a police station.   
 
Chairman Dinardo said we have these cables holding up this element (your cover) in case it 
rains. What are those connection points at the masonry? What’s the cable like? What kind of 
maintenance are we going to have down the line?  
 
Ken said a steel rod. We can find some very attractive connectors. There might be a very small 
plate there. Chairman wants to know if anyone thinks it’s too modern. John thinks if we’re 
going to put up a new building with an old style, we have to throw some modern touches into 
it.  
 
Chairman wants to know if the entry loses the water table. Ken said we keep it around there. 
Bill doesn’t recommend eliminating the water table at the entrance. When you extend glass 
down to the bottom, you’re more susceptible to breakage. It becomes a safety issue. Bill 
Nadeau added, when you widen the sides, that water table will look better than it does today.    
 
Ivo Tombazzi suggests a double door at the entry. Bill asked, how much traffic do you get 
in that front door? Ken said, the other issue with the double doors is they’re more 
difficult to lock. Ivo said you can have a fixed unit. Consider double door versus single. 
Chairman asked, what kind of door are we looking at, a storefront type door? Bill said 
yes.   

 
Next Meeting & Construction Schedule 

 
Chairman asked Bill if his timetable will be affected if we have one more ARB meeting on Oct 
1st. Bill said it pushes our timetable off 2 weeks. We’d then be looking at a Christmas start time. 
If you’re talking about changing widths, it affects the entire design of the building.  
 
Bill Nadeau recommends approval tonight. Overall, I find this to be an immense improvement 
from what we saw the first time. Board agrees.  
 
Bill Nadeau asked, what’s in that brick course that meets the lintels on the windows, that small 
band that runs along the lintel of the windows.  
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Bill Davis said it’s a different color brick corbelled out. Bill Nadeau comments it’s a nice 
detail.  
 
Chairman said I want to talk about your downspouts. We have this nice clean elevation. Are we 
going to ruin it with these coming down?  
 
Ken said obviously we have to have some. Traditionally they’re done in a white color to match 
the gutter. We try to keep them to a minimum.  
 
Bill Nadeau asked, will there be another little piece of trim on that fascia board going up that 
peak? That might oil can on you if you do aluminum. Ken thinks it would be a good idea to add 
one more line.  
 
Chairman asked about the fascia material. Bill Davis said the fascia is all aluminum.  
 
Chairman asked if the cupola is going to be painted. Are you going to wrap some of that? Ken 
said the whole thing will be pre-manufactured. Chairman said just so we don’t have to go up 
and paint that.  
 
Chairman asked, did we talk about soldier courses? Ken said we did look at adding some 
elements but by the time we were done with where we’re at, we felt comfortable that we didn’t 
need to add that extra layer. Bill Davis added, you’re getting a precast head in lieu of a soldier 
course head. It’s a better more expensive product on that aesthetic finish.  
 
Bill Davis concludes, this is the budget conversation. This design is at the maximum end of 
what can be afforded in the budget. I am very leery of committing to anything that’s additional 
to what we’re showing here. I understand Bill’s concern about the oil canning and we can look 
at insulation techniques to minimize it. But any long stretch of aluminum fascia, you’re going 
to get a little bit of it anyways. I suggest that we continue review of this at our regular Tuesday 
morning meetings. We’ll submit sketches through John to disperse to the A.R.B. and gain your 
full approval.  
 
DECISION 
 
Mr. Klein, seconded by Mr. Tombazzi, made a motion to approve the Police Station Design 
contingent upon continuation of Tuesday morning Design Review meetings to work through 
suggested modifications as noted:   
 

1. Leave water table at entry.  
2. Modify glass to work within steel rods.    
3. Make masonry ends wider at entry.    
4. Bill & Ken to look into alternate material with cost analysis for options 

opposed to split face.   
 
 



ARB mtg minutes 
Sept 24, 2009 
Pg #7 
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: Mr. Dinardo, Mr. Klein, Mr. Tombazzi   
Nays: None 
 
Motion Carried.  
Drawings Approved Contingent upon continued review of suggested modifications.    
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Klein, seconded by Mr. Tombazzi made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: All    
Nays: None   Motion Carried.     
    Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.   
 
_________________________________ 
Chairman       
       ________________________________    
       Secretary 
 
 
 


