
Mayfield Village Activities Committee Meeting 

Tuesday, June 22, 2010, 6:45 p.m. 

Mayfield Village Civic Center 

 

MINUTES 

Attending:  Mary Ann Brastoff, Patsy Mills, Nona Stella, Phil Stella, Debbie Thomas, Bill Thomas and 
Danielle Echt 

Also in Attendance:  Mayor Rinker 

Introduction:  Mary Ann called the meeting to order at approximately  6:53 p.m.  She made a motion to accept 
the May 18, 2010 Minutes as written.  All agreed. 

Discussion with Mayor Rinker In Regards to Cruise Night Letter/Flyer 

• Mayor Rinker said that he wanted to provide an explanation to changes made to the flyer that was 
passed out at Cruise Night (attached).  He reviewed the history of Village events (including 4th of July, 
the tree lighting ceremony, Santa’s ride through the Village, summer concerts, Pancake Breakfast and 
Cruise Night) and described how they have evolved over the years.  Initially, most events were managed 
through the Mayor’s office and the schools were asked to be involved.   Most recently, the Activities 
Committee and the Recreation Department have taken over these events.   For Cruise Night, the 
personnel cost has historically been large as we utilize the entire Police and Service Departments.   Last 
year, discussions ensued regarding the budget and Finance Director Ron Wynne began looking into the 
finances of these events more closely.  After discussion with various departments, Mayor Rinker also 
looked more closely at the cost of each event as he didn’t want backlash about frivolous spending.  He 
feels strongly, however, that these events are important to the community and should continue.  Mayor 
Rinker said that he tries not to preach poverty, but frugality, and part of the message is to be creative in 
our approach.  There are always suggestions on how to make money, such as concessions and selling t-
shirts during Cruise Night but Mayor Rinker questions if we want to make money on this event.  He said 
Cruise Night is always the second weekend of June regardless of the St. Francis fair.  People expect it 
and it is promoted by word of mouth.  He feels that Mayfield Village does things the old-fashioned way 
and, while they may seem simple, they take a lot of effort.  Mayor Rinker said that he was not excited 
about the idea of charging a fee for participation from the time it was suggested, but he went along with 
it because of the discussion and decision to approve it.  Mayor Rinker added that he realizes that the 
change to the flyer was last minute and apologized to the Activities Committee members if they felt 
offended.   He believes that our kind of government does not work without education and input and he 
asked the members to understand where he was coming from.  Mayor Rinker said that he feels that we 
separate Mayfield Village from other communities nicely.  When you start measuring, by charging 
$10.00, it changes things and takes away the magic.   He thinks it is nice that people can just show up.  
By changing the flyer and asking for suggestions and input, it is more inclusive.  It gives us an 
opportunity to see if we can promote something to generate money.    
 
 
 
 
 

-OVER- 
 
 



• Phil said if he knew the Mayor’s ideas prior to the letter/flyer going out, he would have killed the idea 
too.  Phil said that in the past, he might have said that they need to make money but he meant it in terms 
of offsetting the cost.  Phil said he is active with the Chamber of Commerce and they do a lot with 
sponsorships.  He said that Mayfield Village could create community partners or something after 
figuring out what all of the events costs, and then create tiered sponsorship levels.  The higher levels 
would have more perks.   Phil said now it seems like we lean on the big players but there are a lot of 
other retailers in the area.  The sponsorship could cover Mayfield Village community events for the 
year; you would go to them one time and ask for support.  In turn they could get signage, their 
information on the website, etc.  He said he has more detailed thoughts but he didn’t want to get into 
them now, especially for Cruise Night.  Maybe the car clubs could run the contests.  They would be in 
addition to the Mayfield Village partners.  Phil said it may look commercial but it’s tangible, can be 
validated, and will look good to the voters.  He said he would be willing to spend more time on it.  Patsy 
said that when Highland Heights has their special event, each member on their committee contacts 
twenty merchants.  The Mayor said it’s about partnerships.  He asked how many times do we tap into 
merchants?  It is a concern for Bill.  Mayor Rinker said maybe you ask merchants for donations just 
once and then put money in the general fund.   Maybe earmark a few donations for specific events.  Phil 
said he was active with a professional organization and they had a golf outing, newsletter and festival.  
Instead of knocking on the door three different times, they turned it into a three tier system and it 
worked and they brought in more money.  Mayor Rinker said the goal is greater than the sum.   Phil said 
it worked beautifully and he would be willing to detail it out for Mayfield Village events.   He said he 
can help but he cannot run it.   
 

• Mayor Rinker said that the committee does not need to feel compelled to offset cost per se.  He said 
there needs to be a balance with letting it be and commercializing.   He said maybe integrate some 
requests.  Mayor Rinker said that with what the Activities and Recreation Committees have done with 
community events ebbed and flowed.   He said we try to share assets, especially with the schools, and 
the goodwill is its own reward.   There is an invisible balance line with being responsible.  
 

• Phil said he is proud to live here; this community is classy.   The pancake breakfast is one of the best 
around.  He said there should be a way for it to happen with Cruise Night with financials.  Patsy said one 
hand feeds the other and we need to promote.  Nona said we need to recruit more people.  Debbie 
suggested putting something in the VOV.  Phil said he would work on it and Patsy said it would have to 
be done soon because the deadline already passed.  Mary Ann said it’s a great way to meet people.   Phil 
said word of mouth and the personal pitch is great.   Patsy reminded the committee that only a certain 
number of people are allowed on the Activities Committee.   Phil suggested a sub -committee and then 
they report to the larger group.  They can work on more project specific things because they may not be 
interested in everything.   Mary Ann said maybe they just want to volunteer and not necessarily be on 
the committee. 

Cruise Night Recap 

• Patsy said that the popcorn machine was great and she said we didn’t need the pre-popped stuff at all.  
The machine is bigger and hotter.   She said that there is a heating element on the bottom of the machine 
that keeps the popcorn hot.  Debbie said 15 popcorn kits were used.   Patsy said she didn’t like the scoop 
and she would like a sturdier one.   Bill said he could check with Kiss `n Korn.   Debbie suggested a 
metal one.  Patsy said she may be able to get one.  Patsy also said that the $2 boxes were not a big seller.  
She also said that something needs to be put on the part of the machine that sticks out past the counter, 
like a beading or molding, something simple.  Since Jim is taking some time off, Danielle suggested that 
Bill contact George Maher to look into it. 

 
-NEXT PAGE- 

 



 
• Patsy said people were asking for strawberry ice cream.  The sign on the concession stand needs to be 

checked to make sure it matches the ice cream we purchased.   
 

• Patsy said that the Service Department was great again, all went well. 
 

• Mary Ann said that she sold t-shirts at the gazebo area and there was an issue with someone only 
working one hour so she had to stay longer; she suggested two hour increments to avoid lack of 
coverage. 

 
• Phil said it made sense to start selling t-shirts at 5:00 p.m., he sold alot.  Danielle said they did not seem 

to sell very well during the evening and the prices were lowered around 8:00 p.m.  Debbie said a little 
over 100 shirts were sold; 175 shirts were purchased and 71 were left.   Debbie said the shirts cost$5.00, 
$6.50 and $6.75.  Phil suggested not ordering youth sizes.  He also suggested having the school students 
submit designs like the Mayor originally intended.  Debbie said that Jeff and the Mayor handle the 
design now.   Phil said he liked this year’s shirt and that the tan shirts last year weren’t very popular.   
Patsy said people seem to like bright green.   

 
• Debbie said that we collected $582 for Make-A-Wish.   Danielle said that seemed lower than past years.   

Debbie said usually we collect $700-$800.  Bill will ask Diane and Ron if the Village will be adding 
money to what we give to Make-A-Wish.   Patsy said that it needs to be marketed better; people need to 
know what their money is going towards.  She suggested setting up easels on SOM, where the money is 
collected.  Mary Ann said that last meeting it was suggested to have someone roaming to collect money 
for Make-A-Wish. 

 
• Debbie said that $714 was made in the concession stand.  Patsy said water was a big seller. 

 
• Debbie said that 700 dash plates were purchased and approximately 300 are left.  They cost 

approximately $800.   The committee agreed to cut back on the order for next year, possibly order 600.  
Phil suggested selling them.   Danielle said that if someone roams to collect money for Make-A-Wish, 
we may want to give out dashplates to those donors. 

 
• Mary Ann said the Hilton Garden Inn booth was nice. 

 
• Mary Ann said a raffle during Cruise Nigh might be nice.  Debbie said possibly a t.v. or something to 

raffle at 8:00 p.m.   Patsy said one of the electronic stores may want to donate that. 
 

• Phil said that Deacon’s had a nice set-up, they were collecting donations for a cancer organization. 
 

• Bill reported that $465 has been collected for the third band.   He said that Austin’s was selling beer at a 
price to offset the band cost possibly.  Patsy disagreed and said it is expensive anyhow.   Phil said that 
some people may go into the restaurant and order one beer, take a spot, and just sip on that one beer.  
Bill said he is still waiting to hear from the other restaurants.   He said that Lolly the Trolley was paid 
for by sponsorship from the Hilton Garden Inn and Health 360. 

 
 
• Bill had other suggestions that he forgot to bring to meeting (see attached email).  Also attached are 

emails Mayfield Village received in response to the letter/flyer that was distributed that evening. 
 

-OVER- 
 



Fourth of July 

• Bill said that Billy J and the Singing Angels will be providing the entertainment.  Someone from 
Mayfield Height’s Community Days may sing a few songs too,  Billy J is working with her. 

 
• Danielle said they might still need help at the concession stand that night but since she is not in the 

office she isn’t sure.   She will follow up with Sean to make sure volunteers are secured.   
 

• Bill said that Lolly the Trolley will use parking lots 2, 3 (both on Beta) and 4 (Mt. Vernon).  He said 
they did it for Cruise Night and it worked well.  Bill will make sure that the Service Department sets up 
the right trolley signs for the event. 

Summer Concerts 

• Bill said he has nothing new to report.  He will remind the bands as it gets closer to their performance. 
 
• The Friends of the Library are using our August 12 concert (Blue Lunch) as their fundraiser.  Mayfield 

Village will still pay for the band.  The library will supply their own volunteers. 

Open Discussion 

• Mary Ann asked how the menu signed worked out at the concession trailer.  Bill said it was fine. 
 
• The meeting concluded at 8:13 p.m. 

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, September 14, 6:45 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted,                             

 

Danielle M. Echt 

 


