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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 

March 14, 2019 

 

The Architectural Review Board met in regular session on Thurs, March 14, 2019 at 

6:30 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center Main Conference Room. Chairman Parker 

presided.            

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mr. Ed Parker  Chairman  

Mr. Carmen Miozzi  Chairman Pro Tem 

Mr. Steven Varelmann 

Dr. Jim Triner 

 

Also Present: Mr. John Marrelli  Building Commissioner 

Ms. Deborah Garbo  Secretary 

 

    

CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES:  Feb 28, 2019 
Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Dr. Triner made a motion to approve the minutes of Feb 28, 2019 as 

written.          

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes: All      Motion Carried 

Nays: None  Minutes Approved    

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 2019 

 Election of Chairman 

 Election of Chairman Pro Tem 

 Election of Secretary 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

1. Addition to Existing Detached Garage   

Amanda Bowman 

7129 Wilson Mills Rd. 

Note: BOA granted Area Variance 2/19/19 
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OPEN PORTION 

 

Chairman Parker called the meeting to order. We’ll push the Organizational meeting to the end. 

We have one item on the agenda tonight. Whoever is here to present, please state your name for 

the record.  

 

Matt Thrasher, 7129 Wilson Mills Rd introduced himself. We’re looking to add 260 square feet 

to the existing detached garage. We’ll be relocating the stairs and we’ll re-side & re-roof the 

whole structure.  

 

Chairman Parker asked, did you bring materials? 

 

Matt Thrasher replied, I didn’t bring samples. Siding will be vinyl white to match the house.  

 

Chairman Parker asked about the trim.  

 

Matt Thrasher replied, trim to match. Doors & corners will be trimmed out.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, are you going to keep that side wall and add onto it, or are you going to 

take that wall out? 

 

Matt Thrasher replied, I’ll leave the wall.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, do you know if there’s a foundation under it? 

 

Matt Thrasher replied yes, there is.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, they got a variance for an oversized structure. You’ll be able to get some cars 

in there once you move the stairs out of the way. Is the tractor going in here? 

 

Matt Thrasher replied, yes.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I feel like there’s information missing. If it’s o.k. with everyone, if when 

you submit for the permit, if you could submit the actual shingles.   

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I can get it on the job. 

 

Chairman Parker said, but that’s what we’re here to do, to say yes, that looks correct. 

Personally, I think that being that it’s white and they’re matching existing, I can understand.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, I think the applicant should be responsible to submit what we require. Again, 

it’s just white so John will take care of that.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, it’s just an addition to the existing garage. Addressing Matt, usually the 

applicant brings in a piece of shingle and siding sample.  
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Amanda Bowman replied, we could have. We talked to Tony, your Inspector, he didn’t 

mention that. We can drop off samples. The house was just re-sided this past year.  

 

Discussion ensued on drawing requirements for submission to the ARB for plan approval 

consideration by the Board.   

 

Chairman Parker said, I think we all understand it, but I think that it’s setting a precedent.   

 

Mr. Marrelli said, here’s the problem, when you have a homeowner that’s not experienced with 

putting drawings together, then you’ve got to kind of try to work with them. Nobody is going to 

hire an Architect for this proposal.   

 

Chairman Parker said, there are professionals that provide these services.  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, that’s true, and that would be up to the homeowner. Even the State Code 

says a homeowner can draw their own plans. A good question would be, does the Board even 

want to see something of this nature, this size? I have sheds that are bigger than this. I don’t 

bring sheds to the A.R.B.  

 

Mr. Varelmann replied, I would say in most cases, yes. The thing about this project for me is 

that it’s way back from the street, it’s not really going to be seen.  

 

Chairman Parker states, I’m not trying to make an example out of this project. I’m thinking 

more of what is the minimum we need to see. I don’t think we need to beat this up. We need to 

say, do we all understand it, and I think we do.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said yes, John will enforce the code requirements.    

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I’ll take care of it.  

 

Mr. Varelmann comments, under minimum requirements for footers; 12” wide / 42” deep. I 

would expect the drawings to show that. They have 42” on the drawing but they don’t have the 

12”.  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, because this is a garage, and the garage wall is only 2 x 4.  

 

Mr. Varelmann said, but our minimum construction requirements say that.  

 

Chairman Parker said, this is about for this submission to be complete.  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied yes, it leaves a lot to the imagination. That’s why we have to do it in the 

field.  
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DECISION 
Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Mr. Varelmann made a motion to approve the Addition to Existing 

Detached Garage for Amanda Bowman at 7129 Wilson Mills Rd as noted: 

 

 Commissioner Marrelli to review and redline drawings for code compliance and 

approve materials and colors to match existing structure.    

 

Chairman Parker asked, any further comments? 

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, are you going to put plywood sheathing on the outside? 

 

Matt Thrasher replied, yes.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, you’re not going to heat it or anything right? There’s electric already in it, 

right? 

 

Matt Thrasher replied, right.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, see all the questions we’re asking, because it’s not on the drawings.   

 

Chairman Parker said, to match existing, it’s going to be 5” lap vs. 4” Dutch lap matching 

existing, right? Well maybe not, maybe that’s what we’re here to critique. It’s not necessarily to 

dictate, it’s just to critique. That’s all I was trying to say, what this Board is actually about. If 

you’re taking care of it all in the field, that doesn’t make sense.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, this one’s simple enough.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I would look at this as an exception to the rule just because it’s such a simple 

straight forward, I’m adding 12’ to what’s already there, same shape, same everything, re-

wrapping it with siding to match the house.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes: Mr. Parker, Mr. Miozzi, Mr. Varelmann, Dr. Triner         

Nays: None   Motion Carried 

Drawings Approved As Noted. 

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, do you know when you’re going to start? 

 

Amanda Bowman replied, within the next two weeks.  

 

Mr. Marrelli states, make sure you get your permit and call for a footer inspection.  

 

 Applicants leave the meeting at this time. 
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Open Discussion  

 Drawing Requirements   

 

Mr. Marrelli brought attention to the e-mail Debbie Garbo sent to the applicant. I noticed in 

your e-mails, you told them to check Section 1305 for the requirements. The only thing we can 

do is say no, your submission is no good.  

 

Chairman Parker said, honestly I looked at the submission late and questioned if I should send 

an email regarding it.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I just looked at it and said, is that what they submitted? This was pulling 

teeth to get this far.  

 

Chairman Parker said, we’re not pulling teeth, it’s their project. In this case you have a 

situation where I would have liked to see materials. I understand they’re adding on to their 

garage. The footing information, that’s to me permit process.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I’ll red line it anyway.  

 

Chairman Parker asked, if they’re going to be submitting permit drawings, then why can’t we 

see those? 

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, here’s how the permit drawings are going to go, now I’m going to take a 

red pen and fix everything.  

 

Chairman Parker said, that’s where it has the ability to change the design. That’s why that 

submission should be complete.   

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, what do you do with the homeowner that doesn’t know any better? I can’t 

make them get an Architect.  

 

Chairman Parker replied, they don’t have to get an Architect. It’s their job to put on the 

presentation for the Board to understand. In this case, it’s an existing garage that’s being 

extended, it’s really a re-siding project that they extended out. When you mark up the drawing 

do you say it doesn’t comply? 

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, no. I draw in the right size footer.  

 

Chairman Parker said, that should not be happening, you’re not the Engineer for them.  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied correct, I’m not. I’ll put the code sections on there what it’s supposed to 

be.  

 

Chairman Parker said, it could say minimum. The only thing is, when it says minimum you’re 

still taking on the liability that it might be too small.  
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Mr. Marrelli said, I have to enforce what the code minimums are, I have to tell them what they 

are.  

 

Chairman Parker said, but your job is to make sure that what was submitted by the person 

taking the liability- 

 

Mr. Marrelli said, here’s the problem with that. In the real world, this plan will go around for 

two months before they get it right.  

 

Chairman Parker replied, that’s not the Village’s problem.  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, it is because we’re public servants. If we can’t help the public get what 

they need, then we might as well just go away.  

 

Chairman Parker said, there are professionals that provide the services.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, that’s not what you’re responsible for.  

 

Chairman Parker asked, if I was to take on a contract, why would I not be responsible for it?  

 

Mr. Miozzi replied, if something fails in the construction effort here, you should have 

submitted your plans to a Structural Engineer, the Architects don’t help.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I’m a Structural Engineer stamping my drawings or I’m extending my 

stamp as the Structural effort here.   

 

Mr. Marrelli said, we’re supposed to assist the public to get what they need done. I could take 

the position and say “This is rejected, do it over”, and they would come back and I would keep 

rejecting it. I could play it that way. Or I could say “Let me help you get it right” and show 

them what the code requires.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, you’re really just taking on more work yourself.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, but that’s what we’re supposed to do. We’re supposed to help the public to 

accomplish what they’re trying to do. Some Building Departments, and you’ve probably seen it 

in Cleveland Hts and some of the other suburbs, they say rejected, rejected, go hire somebody. 

So what does that do for the connection between the Administration and the public? 

 

Chairman Parker replied, it protects the homeowner because you’re advising them to seek the 

professional who will put their liability on it. Anyone could put their liability on it, but do they 

know what they’re actually doing?  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, there’s no liability in enforcing the code by showing them what the code is. 

This is the minimum code requirement.  



ARB Minutes 

March 14, 2019 

Pg #7 

 

 

Chairman Parker said, but you shouldn’t be extending it as prescribing to them.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I wouldn’t be, I would just be informing them that this needs code 

requirements.  

 

Dr. Triner asked, do you have a code checklist for submittals? 

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, a book about this thick. Maybe on the computer you guys probably have a 

program that does that, right? Something that goes through from the footer to the roof? 

 

Dr. Triner and Mr. Varelmann replied, no.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said see, there is no such thing. You either know what the code is or you don’t. 

And homeowners, they don’t. You have a neighbor that sells cars for a living and wants to put 

an addition on his garage, what’s he going to do? 

 

Chairman Parker replied, he hires a contractor or an Architect.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I can’t make him hire somebody.  

 

Chairman Parker said no, but it’s your job to make sure that they are showing their competence 

on what they’re doing and not provide them that competence. That’s why I feel you’re 

overstepping the enforcement of what it is in your scripture.    

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I guess maybe that’s because I’m old school and I’ve learned that I’m 

supposed to help the residents to get what they want.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I want to help them too, but that doesn’t mean that you provide it for 

them. It’s not your job to educate them.   

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I can provide them the code information and then they’re on their own.  

 

Chairman Parker said, with this job in particular, I will note again, I saw it as a vinyl siding job 

extended. If it was something bigger than that, I probably would have sent an e-mail.   

 

Dr. Triner asked about the subdividing of this property.  

 

Mr. Marrelli gives a brief history on the former Wellman property. Remember S.K. Wellman, 

the factory in Bedford? Well, they had numerous acres here, I don’t remember how many. They 

had a Caretaker’s/Carriage house and the main house from maybe the 1900’s. Gus back in the 

80’s told them they can’t have two dwellings on one property. We found old records where 

they had gone to the Planning Commission to split it, put one on each, but never filed the Mylar 

with the County. So Wellman, when they were selling the property through the Realtor and the 

bank, were going to sell one big piece with two houses on it, we stopped them. Then they re-
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split it again properly and put one house on each lot. That’s why it’s got this weird property 

line, and the Metroparks bought a couple acres off them too. The whole thing boiled down to 

you can’t have two houses on one lot. The bank and Realtor got involved, we got the thing split 

and recorded. It’s a separate parcel now.  

 

Mr. Miozzi asked, technically, wouldn’t it have been grandfathered in because it was done way 

before?  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, they were supposed to have done it back in the 80’s. Apparently the 

Carriage house was a garage and got converted. Gus got a hold of it and said no, you can’t have 

two houses on one lot. It wasn’t a house originally, it was a horse barn or a garage or something 

that they converted.  

 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 2019 

 Election of Chairman 

 Election of Chairman Pro Tem 

 Election of Secretary 

 

Chairman Parker announced, this will be my last meeting. Somebody will be appointed to 

fulfill my term.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, we’ll still be short one Member, if anybody knows somebody in town that 

would be interested and willing to serve, i.e. Architects, builders or contractors.   

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Chairman Parker opened the nomination for 2019 Chairman of the A.R.B.  

 

Dr. Triner, seconded by Mr. Varelmann made the motion to nominate Carmen Miozzi.   

 

There being no objections, the nominations were closed.  

 

Chairman Parker asked if there was any discussion. There was none.  

 

Chairman Parker asked for a Roll Call on the nomination.  

ROLL CALL: 

Ayes: Mr. Parker, Mr. Miozzi, Mr. Varelmann, Dr. Triner          

Nays: None   Motion Carried. 

Carmen Miozzi to serve as 2019 Chairman. 

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN PRO TEM 

Chairman Parker opened the nomination for 2019 Chairman Pro Tem of the A.R.B.  

 

Dr. Triner, seconded by Mr. Miozzi made the motion to nominate Steven Varelmann.    

 

There being no objections, the nominations were closed. 
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Chairman Parker asked if there was any discussion. There was none.  

 

Chairman Parker asked for a Roll Call on the nomination.  

ROLL CALL: 

Ayes: Mr. Parker, Mr. Miozzi, Mr. Varelmann, Dr. Triner            

Nays: None   Motion Carried. 

Steven Varelmann to serve as 2019 Chairman Pro-Tem. 

 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY 

Chairman Parker opened the nomination for 2019 Secretary of the A.R.B.  

 

Chairman Parker, seconded by Mr. Miozzi made the motion to nominate Deborah Garbo. 

 

There being no objections, the nominations were closed. 

 

Chairman Parker asked if there was any discussion. There was none.  

 

Chairman Parker asked for a Roll Call on the nomination. 

ROLL CALL: 

Ayes: Mr. Parker, Mr. Miozzi, Mr. Varelmann, Dr. Triner               

Nays: None   Motion Carried. 

Deborah Garbo to serve as 2019 Secretary. 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Chairman Parker, seconded by Mr. Varelmann made a motion 

to adjourn the meeting.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes: All     Motion Carried 

Nays: None  Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.   

 

_______________________________                

Chairman      ________________________________               

Secretary 

 


