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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 

Feb 8, 2018 

 

The Architectural Review Board met in regular session on Thurs, Feb 8, 2018 at 6:30 

p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center Main Conference Room. Chairman Parker presided.          

 

ROLL CALL 

Present: Mr. Ed Parker  Chairman 

Mr. Carmen Miozzi  Chairman Pro Tem 

Mr. Steven Varelmann 

Dr. James Triner 

 

Also Present:  Mr. John Marrelli  Building Commissioner 

Ms. Deborah Garbo  Secretary 

 

 

CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES:  Jan 11, 2018 
Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Mr. Parker made a motion to approve the minutes of Jan 11, 2018.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes: All     

Nays: None  Motion Carried  

Minutes Approved as written.       

 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

1. New Single Family Dwelling Domin & Suzana Lovric  

729 SOM Ctr. Rd.  

PP # 831-24-029  

Richard A. Beck & Assoc. Ltd   
 

OPEN PORTION 

 

Chairman Parker called the meeting to order. This proposal was tabled at our Jan 11th meeting.  

 

Suzana Lovric introduced both herself & husband Domin. Last time I was here you asked for 

pictures, I have 3 to pass out. You also asked about the garage door. I printed a copy for you, a 

Pella Carriage House Garage Door with windows. I also have a copy of a Kichler outdoor wall 

Sconce fixture you wanted to see. One light fixture will go on either side of the garage doors, 

one at the front door inside of the pocket & one on the outside of the steps.  
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 Site Elevations  

Chairman Parker said, I noticed you did a little bit of a change of elevations.   

 

Suzana Lovric said, on the outside of the house we’re going to stick with Dryvit and bottom 

base of the house will be stone.  

 

Chairman Parker said, last meeting there was discussion about a possible walkout basement.  

 

Suzana Lovric replied, we changed our mind, no walkout basement.  

 

Chairman Parker asked, being that it is a little bit split, are you planning to have walkout stairs? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied yes, stairs.  

 

Mr. Varelmann said, basement floor is 2’ below grade.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, do you realize your foundation’s going to be exposed 4’? And that’s going 

to all be stone?  

 

Mr. Varelmann corrected, it’s going to be more like 6’ or 7’.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, it’s listed as cultured stone, but it’s not drawn.   

 

Mr. Marrelli replied right, I wonder if they know that they’re going to have 6’ of wall across 

the whole back of the house that’s cultured stone.   

 

Chairman Parker said, you might want to look at that differently. If it was basement wall you 

might just have the insulation on the outside, but now it’s going to be exposed wall. We’re 

bringing this up because we want to make sure when you build this, it doesn’t end up just being 

either unfinished concrete or unfinished block.  

 

Suzana Lovric replied, it’s going to be cultured stone.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, that’s a lot of stone.  

 

Mr. Miozzi asked, would you think about enlarging the windows, because right now you just 

have 12” basement windows. Then egress, if you ever want to put a bathroom or bedroom, you 

could put a bigger window in there.  

 

Suzana Lovric replied yes, probably.  

 

Chairman Parker said, the other thing that brings up is, this is actually a balcony now, not a 

patio. How do you get from your main living level down to your backyard? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied, stairs.  
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Chairman Parker said, but it’s not shown. That was our problem last time. The plans are not 

reflecting what your intent is.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, we don’t want to guess when you start building on what you’re doing.  

 

Chairman Parker said, overall the plan, the design, the finishes, I think it’s going to be nice. It’s 

just that what’s being represented to us is hard to approve because if someone was out in the 

field and complained to us, and asked us how this got approved, and then they looked at these 

drawings, they could say; this isn’t what was approved.  

 

Mr. Marrelli states, I’d like to have a plan that’s accurate so when they start building it we 

don’t get into a discussion out in the field as to; no, that’s not what I meant or no, that’s not 

what I said. You’re telling me now you’re going to put stone on the whole back of this house 

but I think when you see how much it costs, you’re going to say no, I don’t want to do that, I 

need to change that now, and I won’t be able to do that. You need to figure out what really 

you’re going to do. If you’re going to have steps out of the house down 6’, then we need to see 

the steps. If you’re going to do part stone and part concrete, then we need to see that. The 

retaining wall can’t be within 3’ of the property line, it’s got to be shifted in a little bit.  

 

Mr. Varelmann said, I’m not the designer, it’s not my house, but as a suggestion. There’s 

approximately 75’ of retaining wall you’re proposing, just so you could make the grade and 

meet your garage floor because it’s so close to the property line, all you’d have to do if you 

chose to is lower the garage floor and have stairs to go from the garage to your house. That 

would save a lot of money. You could keep the elevation the same, just change the elevation of 

the garage floor. That could all look the same and not lower the garage structure itself, just the 

floor and you’d save 75’ of retaining wall.  

 

Domin Lovric replied, that makes sense. On the site plan, what is the difference in elevation 

from here to here, how many feet? 

 

Mr. Varelmann replied, the way it’s drawn, and I have confidence in what your Engineer is 

showing. The finished first floor of your house is at 946, your grade out here is 942, that’s a 4’ 

difference. Bringing the garage here at 945, you’re a foot & something below your house 

anyway. Your top of the wall is 944.5 and on the other side is 943. So you’re going to have at 

least a 2 ½ feet retaining wall showing for 75’, plus it has to have a foundation. So you’re going 

to have a 5’ of wall for 75’ plus footing. You could limit it just by having the driveway to grade 

and lowering the garage floor.   

 

Domin Lovric apologized for his English and refers to the drawing. For us it’s very important 

to have a porch.  

 

Dr. Triner said, from a perspective standpoint, it would really do you well if you had somebody 

do a 3-D perspective of what that looks like coming in. Right now you’re showing stone in 

front of the garage, stone along the house, and stone along this wall, if you have this wall 

approved. It’s all chopped up. You’re spending the money to put an incredible façade on the 
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house, you have brick here, and then you have this long blank white Dryvit wall here. To me, 

it’s not architecturally pleasing to be looking at that from an Artist standpoint. But again, it’s 

your house.  

 

Mr. Varelmann brings attention to the elevation drawing on pg #3 that shows the white wall.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, when you’re coming north or south on SOM, you’re going to see this Dryvit 

and a couple windows. You can’t even put shutters or anything on this to try and break up 

anything.  

 

Chairman Parker said, to your point I think it bothers me more in the north direction because 

you have the two driveways right next to each other, it’s going to be very open and you’re 

going to see that change. Is the trim all the same color on the Dryvit? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied, yes.  

 

 Materials & Colors  

Dr. Triner said, that’s another thing you may want to consider. You only have two colors, 

brown & white. You may want to consider going to a 4-color palate.  

 

Suzana Lovric replied, the brick is almost red so that’s 3 colors.  

 

Chairman Parker said, it’s just a recommendation once again. If that’s just not your style, we 

understand that.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, I don’t see red brick anywhere in your color schedule.  

 

Dr. Triner asked, so you’re going to have natural stone on the front, red brick on the front and 

brick on the side? 

 

Mr. Marrelli said, the brick’s supposed to be light brown.  

 

Suzana Lovric replied, yes.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, so where did the red brick come from?  

 

Suzana Lovric replied, I don’t know.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, you’ve got to figure out what you’re doing because this is getting a little too 

confusing for me. The Dryvit is off white? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied, yes.  

 

Dr. Triner said, those colors and the stone and the brown roof are warm colors and you’re 

putting white against all that. There’s a lot of colors you could be using as your Dryvit color. 
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You might want to consider a beige or tan. Dr. Triner holds up a 4-color palate sample. Again, 

this is just a suggestion.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked the color of the shutters.  

 

Mr. Miozzi replied, brown.  

 

Chairman Parker asked, the question to the board is on the finishes, do you want to see a 

rendering, a color elevation of the palate together? Or do you want a 3-dimensional.  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, it’s got to be called out so we’re not figuring this stuff out halfway 

through the job when guys are standing there with mortar in their hands. I don’t want to be 

making material & color decisions in the field.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I feel like this is a stretch of anything we’ve approved.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, it leaves a lot to the imagination. I think when the foundation goes in, when 

they start looking at it, they’re going to say; that’s a lot of stone.  

 

Dr. Triner states, you’re going to spend a lot of money to build this. Take a few minutes now to 

put together what it’s supposed to look like so that when it gets up you’ll say yes, that’s what 

it’s supposed to look like, rather than oh my gosh, that’s not what I expected.  

 

Mr. Miozzi refers to pg # 3 “Exterior Color Board for Elevations”. This is just a finished floor 

line. This shouldn’t even be a belt here. This belt should go away and put it down here to 

transition between your cultured stone and the Dryvit and more so to picture frame the window. 

This belt’s just going to get lost in here.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, is it Dryvit above it and below it? 

 

Mr. Miozzi replied yes, it’s Dryvit all the way to the cultured stone.  

 

Mr. Varelmann explains to Domin. Where you have the Dryvit coming down to your cultured 

stone, there’s no transition. It doesn’t show a transition material. The Dryvit stops and the 

cultured stone begins. It could be done with flashing. It seems to me you guys are clear with 

what you want. If it’s clear to you what materials and colors you want, I don’t think there’s a 

question about that. I think these are suggestions that are good. I think their drawings may not 

reflect what they’re saying they want but to me it’s clear they know what they want. I don’t 

think it’s our job to say we don’t like your colors, I think that’s too subjective. I would suggest 

that we have enough information for approval but it would have to be contingent on them 

showing what their intent is on the drawings. We’ve already gone through this once.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I agree with you but this one is a little tougher because if I was the 

neighbor, I would really not want to be staring at a white Dryvit wall. I don’t know how far we 

should take it, but I agree with what you’re saying about the subjectiveness of colors. I’m not a 
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big fan of Dryvit, that’s not for me to tell you what material to use. But, I think we could make 

suggestions. I think you could do some nice sill details where you take the stone up and do a 

nice sill going around, maybe it’s at the window level and just drop that trim.  

 

Mr. Varelmann said, I don’t know what the specs are for Dryvit by heart but I think they’ll be 

required to have some control joints. How those show is something else to consider.  

 

Domin Lovric said, let me explain stone & Dryvit. My plan for Dryvit is to warm the house 

because of the insulation, and to save energy. It costs a lot more money than siding. My plan 

for foundation is we go stone. Dryvit is so nice looking, if you see CVS Pharmacy, see bank. 

That will be a nice mix, the stone and Dryvit. We haven’t decided on both colors, I don’t have 

time to look up colors and change everything we already have.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I understand what you’re saying. Your comment about the Dryvit is 

right, it has energy values outside of the sheathing, but in some sense you’re detailing it as 

though it’s siding. You’re mimicking trim, but why? 

 

Domin Lovric replied, I don’t know.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, that trim’s in the middle of nowhere. It doesn’t make any sense.  

 

Chairman Parker said, you’re going to have vertical lines about every 20 feet, there’ll be joints. 

You’re going to need to look at how it hits the windows.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, you’re going to paint this Dryvit when you’re done? 

 

Mr. Varelmann replied, it comes in color. They sell the caulk to match.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, is this your first time using Dryvit? 

 

Domin Lovric replied, yes.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, did I understand your Architect to say that you built your other house? 

 

Domin Lovric replied, no.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, you’re going to be your own general contractor, right? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied, yes.  

 

Mr. Marrelli asked, but you haven’t used these materials before? 

 

Domin Lovric replied, we will be asking questions.  

 

Chairman Parker said, I think we’re beating this one up.  
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Mr. Marrelli asked, how do you want to get a plan together that’s accurate?  

 

Chairman Parker said, you mentioned this is your first Dryvit job. Why don’t you spend time 

now and get those details and put them on paper so we could see exactly what your plan is. 

When you get out there detailing and if you’ve never worked with Dryvit, there’s a good 

chance you might be changing what’s on paper.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, if you’re going to drop the garage floor and get rid of the retaining wall that 

would be nice to know on the drawing. That’s a good idea to drop the garage floor and get rid 

of that retaining wall. I’m worried about the basement in the back of the house, you’re saying 

there’s going to be a wall 6’ high by 80’ wide of cultured stone, that’s a ton of stone.  

 

Chairman Parker said, you’re talking about such broad areas of cultured stone that you’re going 

to have control joints on that also. I’m almost wondering if it wouldn’t be cheaper to do brick 

there instead of stone.  

 

Mr. Marrelli explains to Mr. & Mrs. Lovric. Just so you’re aware, the back of the house is 55’ 

wide and it’s going to be 6’ high which is the size of these doors, and that’s going to all be 

stone.  

 

Domin Lovric replied, we plan to take out the basement behind house.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, that’s not what’s on the plan.  

 

Dr. Triner said, it doesn’t have to be an elaborate drawing, just a simple perspective that gives 

you a feel for what it looks like.   

 

Domin Lovric asked the board to show him the 6’ elevation on the site plan. Following 

explanation by the board, Domin agreed 6’ is too much out back.  

 

Chairman Parker asked, are you agreeing that you want to be able to walk from the first floor 

out to the grade? 

 

Domin Lovric replied, yes.  

 

Chairman Parker said, you need to talk to your Civil Engineer and have him pull this grade out.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, of course 6’ is too much. You’ll be standing in your backyard looking up at 

the first floor, that’s what we’ve been saying. Do you want to talk to your Engineer and have 

him rework this, drop the garage floor, bring the grade up in the back on this site plan? 

 

Chairman Parker said, we need to see a more comprehensive plan and architectural drawings.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, by my understanding what you’re envisioning for your backyard and your 

whole house, right now your finished floor at the front of the house is at least 4’ out of the 
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ground. You’re going to have 5 or 6 steps from the front of your porch up to your porch as it is. 

I don’t know whether it was drawn to try to save dirt or something like that, but the whole 

house can probably get dropped 2 or 3 feet if you’re not looking for a walkout basement. You 

made a reference that you want your deck closer to the ground in the backyard vs. 6’ out of the 

ground. You could lower the house if the sewer is deep enough at least 3 feet, you’ll save the 

driveway, the retaining wall and a whole bunch of other hassle.  

 

Mr. Marrelli states, if you look next door, their finished floor is at 942, this one’s at 946. Their 

first floor is 4’ higher than the people next door. Why is that? You’re trying to get your 

driveway uphill? Everybody else’s goes down.  

 

Chairman Parker said, to Steve’s point about lowering the garage floor, if you just lower the 

whole house by 2’ you would be where you need to be, then you’d be at 942 and your 

neighbor’s house is at 942.  

 

Mr. Miozzi said, that’s why you’re using so much brick and everything.  

  

Suzana Lovric asked, is this an Engineer site plan problem? 

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, I think the problem is I don’t think you’re clear on what’s happening here. 

I think that’s my concerns, I don’t think you understand what this is telling you you’re going to 

do. Do you follow me? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied, yes.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, let’s say this is the neighbors floor, your floor is up here.  

 

Suzana Lovric replied, it shouldn’t be like that.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, it shouldn’t be, right, but that’s what’s shown on paper.  

 

Domin Lovric explains, I can lower garage, go up steps in garage to first floor and couple steps 

on porch.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, you have to tell that to your surveyor so he gets the grades right. What you’re 

saying you want, we agree, that’s a good idea. That’s not what’s here.   

 

Mr. Miozzi said, the way it’s drawn, right now if you lowered your garage, you’d have about 7 

steps in your garage to get into your house.  

 

Domin Lovric said oh, no.  

 

Suzana Lovric said, they need to redo everything.  

 

Mr. Marrelli agreed, you should have the site plan redone.  
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Suzana Lovric asked, can you write it down on a piece of paper so I can tell him what to do?  

 

Mr. Marrelli replied, you tell him exactly what you said, this is what I want, I want to be 2 steps 

out of the house.  

 

Domin Lovric said, I show him my house and tell him what he needs to do, will make big 

difference. Our basement, if he can take some land from here, excavate, put it behind. It should 

be o.k.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, you still need to drop the house though. You can’t or shouldn’t be 4’ higher 

than the guy next door, or you’ll be up on a hill.  

 

Domin Lovric said, no, no.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, right now you’re up in the air. He should match the guy next door’s first 

floor.  

 

Chairman Parker said, just tell your Engineer that the board suggested to evaluate dropping the 

floor 2’. He needs to come up with the engineering of it. He might have had a reason why he 

picked a certain height, that’s why we don’t want to give you an exact descriptive.   

 

Mr. Marrelli said, you tell him; “look, I don’t want to be up in the air. I want to be the same as 

this next door”. Drop the whole thing down, drop the garage down, then you won’t have 6’ of 

stone by 55’ wide, you’ll have just a couple feet. So, you’ll take this back to your Engineer and 

you’ll try to polish these plans up a little bit? 

 

Suzana Lovric replied, I’ll go tomorrow.  

 

Chairman Parker said, maybe you could do a google search of Dryvit and similarities of that. 

They should have something on their website that details the trim.  

 

Domin Lovric said, we don’t have exactly too much time to look up everything, all the 

differences. We decided Dryvit to save energy.  

 

Mr. Marrelli said, if you don’t have a good contractor that’s installing this Dryvit, it could be 

really horrible. We’ve seen it go onto buildings and come off of buildings in two years, because 

it turns into a sponge.  

 

Dr. Triner said, one more thing, you might want to do a simple sketch with the garage on one 

side versus the other side, then you decide what you want to do with it.  

 

DECISION 
Dr. Triner, seconded by Mr. Varelmann made a motion to TABLE.             
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ROLL CALL 

Ayes: Mr. Parker, Mr. Miozzi, Mr. Varelmann, Dr. Triner            

Nays: None    

Motion Carried 

Proposal TABLED.      

 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Mr. Varelmann made a motion to 

adjourn the meeting.  

 

ROLL CALL 

Ayes: All      Motion Carried 

Nays: None   Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.   

 

_______________________________                

Chairman      ________________________________               

Secretary 

 


