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Mayfield Village Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

March 26, 2018 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Monday, March 26, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the Mayfield 

Village Civic Center. 

Present: Sandy Batcheller   Rosemarie Fabrizio    

Bob Haycox (Chair)   Katie Parker 

Jim Thomas    Kay Phillips     

Lorry Nadeau    Mary Salomon    

Joanna McNally    Loretta Williams  

Mary Singer  

Absent: Merv Singer     Marilyn LaRiche-Goldstein 

Mark Granakis    Sara Calo  

Paula Lear 

Also Present:  

Patsy Mills, Council Representative 

Steve Schutt, Council Alternate 

Allen Meyers, Council Member 

Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration 

Peter Batcheller, Resident 

Stivo DiFranco, Resident 

Chris Skoda and Mike Skoda, Skoda Construction 

Christina Znidarsic, Chagrin River Watershed Partners 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Haycox asked the Committee if there were any changes to the meeting minutes from Feb 26, 

2018, previously provided for review.  There were none and the minutes were approved. 

Proposed Planned Residential Development on Highland Road 

 Mr. Haycox introduced Chris Skoda and his son Mike Skoda.  Chris Skoda advised that Mike will 

present and he will stay to answer any questions.  Mike Skoda reviewed a series of slides with the 

Committee (copies attached).  Slide #1 shows the location of the proposed development, just west of 

the church on Highland Road.  He described the proposed development as cluster and single-family 

homes, approximately 2,000 to 2,500 sq. ft. in size.  The homes closer to the church will be the smaller 

ones.  The development will also include a retention pond next to the church to deal with storm water 
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runoff.  Slide #2 is a preliminary rendering of the proposed development showing the potential 

placement of units.  Mike described that Slide #3 is a preliminary front elevation of a unit.  He stated 

that some people have already indicated that they would like to see more stone on the front of the 

units.  Slides #4, #5 and #6 show potential floor plans.  Mike described that each unit will have a front or 

side porch, an open floor plan, a master bedroom on the first floor, and a laundry area.  All units will 

have the potential for a second floor.  The units are expected to cost between $375,000 and $425,000.  

 Mrs. Batcheller questioned the cost, commenting that the first floor plan shows, basically, a one-

bedroom unit.  Chris Skoda responded that similar units at Cedar and Lander Roads are being developed 

at a cost of $560,000 and a model home on Miner Road is listed at $600,000.  He believes that these 

examples represent the cost to build today.  Mr. Skoda stated that all units will have basements and will 

be approximately 35 ft. from the street. 

 Mrs. Batcheller asked about landscaping and Mr. Skoda responded that, once the property has 

been rezoned, a landscaping plan will be developed.  “There is no point to prepare plans until the zoning 

change has been approved.”  Mr. Skoda stated that the development will include a two-lane residential 

street and will have a homeowner’s association to take care of the exterior, including snow removal, 

grass cutting and landscaping.  He added that he plans to dedicate the street and turn it over to the 

Village.  Mr. Skoda stated that the current site plan was drawn according to the Village’s ordinance.  He 

added that when SOM Court was built, some of the restrictions were eased up and that may happen 

again, providing for more flexibility.   

 Mrs. Batcheller asked if the individual units are smaller than the cluster units.  Mr. Skoda 

responded that the current site plan shows six individual units.  Those units could be larger, and may 

end up being larger single-story units, as he is under contract for an additional parcel of land which will 

allow for more expansion.  He added that all the units on the cul-de-sac may end up being single units.   

 Mr. Haycox asked if it is possible to have more than a two-car garage.  Mr. Skoda responded that 

it is not possible.  Mrs. Singer commented that some homes may need to park up to four cars, if there 

are two children in the home.  Mr. Skoda replied that this development is not technically for those 55 

and older, but the plans lend themselves to that demographic.  “There is not a lot of space for kids.”  

With respect to additional parking, Mr. Skoda stated that homeowners may be able to park on the street 

within the development.  Mrs. Singer stated that she is concerned about traffic on Highland Road as 

there is already a bottleneck at rush hour.  Mr. Skoda responded that there are only 24 units in the 

proposed development and he does not expect that additional traffic on Highland will be much of an 

issue.  He stated that he cannot change the layout of Highland Road.  It appears that these units will be 

very popular and Mr. Skoda added that he anticipates that all the units will be sold before he gets a 

shovel in the ground. 
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 Mr. Haycox asked about the timing.  Mr. Skoda responded that if the zoning change is approved 

in November, it may be one to one and a half years before the units are complete.  Mrs. Williams 

commented that she recently visited a similar development in Macedonia and it appeared that most of 

the people there were 55 and over.  Mr. Skoda stated that he could dedicate the property that way but 

there is no room for the additional amenities that typically would be found in such developments.   

 Mr. Skoda advised that he initially circulated petitions to get the issue on the ballot and everyone 

that signed the petition indicated that they wanted to live there.  Mrs. Batcheller asked if most of those 

individuals were local and Mr. Skoda responded that most of the interest was from residents of Mayfield 

Village and Highland Heights who are empty nesters looking to enjoy the trail and The Grove. 

 Mrs. McNally stated that she doesn’t believe the cost is realistic.  Her house is large, has 3,600 

sq. ft., and was recently appraised at $360,000.  She believes the average price of a two-bedroom unit 

would be $250,000.  Mr. Skoda responded that he believes her appraisal is low.  New construction is 

driving costs up and he is looking at a cost of $150.00 per square foot to build.  Mr. Skoda stated that he 

does not want to build cheap units and these will be higher-end homes. 

 Mrs. Fabrizio asked if there would be sidewalks in the development.  Mr. Skoda said yes, but no 

connector paths.  He indicated that the longer drives on the cul-de-sac could accommodate more 

parking.  Street lights are also planned. 

 Mrs. Singer asked if he planned to keep the trees.  Mr. Skoda replied that he would keep as many 

as possible and he plans to re-plant heavily.   

 Mrs. Fabrizio asked if he had built other developments like this.  Mr. Skoda stated that he has 

built many single homes but this will be his first development. 

 Mr. DiFranco asked why Mr. Skoda was going though this channel of getting on the ballot rather 

than the initiative petition.  Mr. Skoda responded that the timing was too tight to get on the May ballot, 

so since he is waiting until November, he will go through the Planning & Zoning and Council process.  

Ms. Wolgamuth added that the two residential zoning changes in the Village in recent memory—SOM 

Court and Deacon’s—were handled though the same process. 

 Mr. Batcheller asked how much space would be between properties and Mr. Skoda advised that 

there would be 40 feet, per Village Code.  Mrs. Mills commented that it can be hard for the Service Dept. 

to plow the circle, especially if there are plantings.  Mr. Skoda stressed that the drawings provided 

follow the Village’s current ordinance and that plans may change as they are developed. 

 Mr. Batcheller asked about flooding in the area. Mr. Skoda acknowledged that the church 

driveway gets water during storms, but that he will install a retention pond that will be designed to help 



Citizens Advisory Minutes 
Mar 26, 2018 
Page 4 
 

 
 

that situation.  Sump pumps are not expected to be needed in the units and the development should not 

negatively affect the church’s property.   

 Mr. DiFranco asked if Mr. Skoda has spoken to all the neighbors on Highland Road and if they are 

for or against the development.  Mr. Skoda responded that he has only spoken to a few of the 

neighbors, but they are in favor of it.   

 Ms. Znidarsic asked if the pond would be wet or dry.  Mr. Skoda replied that they haven’t 

discussed that yet, but that he would follow the recommendation of the Village’s engineer. 

 Mr. Haycox thanked Chris and Mike Skoda for attending the meeting and providing so much 

information. 

 Residential Stormwater Management 

 Mr. Haycox introduced Christina Znidarsic, the Associate Director of the Chagrin River Watershed 

Partners (CRWP).  Ms. Znidarsic reviewed a PPT presentation with the Committee (a copy is attached).  

She asked the Committee if everyone understood the definition of a watershed and explained that it is 

an area that drains to a specific waterway.  The Chagrin River drains to Lake Erie.  Mayfield Village drains 

both to the Chagrin River and Euclid Creek.  Ms. Znidarsic stated that she is very familiar with Mayfield 

Village.  She has been with CRWP for seven years.  Mayfield Village is a member and pays annual dues.  

Ms. Znidarsic reviewed the services that CRWP provides to the Village and to residents.   

 Ms. Znidarsic described that stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces causes negative 

impacts to stream habitat, sends pollution to nearby streams and overwhelms storm sewers and 

streams, causing flooding.  CRWP is working with the Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District to provide 

information on ways that residential property owners can receive a stormwater credit on recently 

imposed stormwater fees.   Ms. Znidarsic described a variety of Stormwater Control Measures (SCM) 

that can be utilized to receive credit, including installation of rain gardens, rain barrels, on-site storage 

like cisterns and rain bladders, disconnection of down spouts, vegetated filter strips, pervious pavement, 

etc.   

 Ms. Znidarsic distributed an Intake Survey regarding stormwater (a copy is attached) and asked 

that the Committee complete it and get it back to her.  She stated that in Mayfield Village, only nine 

SCMs have been put in place.   

 Mr. DiFranco asked if all downspouts on the home must be disconnected in order to receive the 

downspout disconnection credit.  Ms. Znidarsic advised that it could be just one; 50% of the roof runoff 

needs to be mitigated to receive the credit.  Mr. DiFranco asked if the amount of property owned is part 

of the fee calculation.  Ms. Znidarsic stated that it is not currently, but the program continues to evolve.  

For example, the Sewer District is currently looking at providing a credit for trees. 
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 Ms. Znidarsic stated that part of the fees collected are given back to the communities and 

Mayfield Village can use its cost-share to help residents with stormwater projects.  Mrs. Batcheller 

stated that her driveway culvert is currently blocked and asked if she should call the Village for 

assistance.  Ms. Znidarsic responded that each community handles blockages differently.  Ms. 

Wolgamuth stated that she believed that the Service Dept. should be contacted to handle a culvert 

blockage and that she would confirm that.  [Post-Meeting Note:  Driveway culvert blockages should be 

reported to the Service Dept. at 440-442-5506.  The Village contracts with Cuyahoga County who will 

come out and jet the culvert.  All requests to the County must come through the Service Dept.] 

 Ms. Znidarsic concluded her presentation, advising that CRWP Is available to do site visits to help 

residents with stormwater issues.  This is a free service to residents because Mayfield Village is a 

member community. 

Council Report 

 Mrs. Mills reported on the following items: 

 A Police Patrol Officer and Police Sergeant were sworn-in at the last Council meeting. 

 A meeting with residents regarding the upcoming sewer conversion on Thornapple and Robley 

has been scheduled. 

 The second house needed for the basin expansion at SOM and Highland has been removed. 

 Pancake Breakfast is coming up on Mother’s Day, May 13. 

 The Easter Party was a success with over 120 people attending. 

 The Senior Anniversary Party is scheduled for May 18. 

 Old and tattered flags are being collected in the depository in the parking lot here at the Civic 

Center.  They will be retired at a ceremony on Flag Day, June 14. 

 Arbor Day will be celebrated on April 27at 9 a.m.  Center School students participate in the 

ceremony with songs, poems and posters.  All are invited.  [Post-Meeting Note:  The Arbor Day 

celebration has been moved to April 20 at 9 a.m.] 

 Mrs. Singer provided a Memorial Day update.  Flags will be placed at cemeteries on Saturday, 

May 26 and the program will be held on Sunday, May 27 at 1:00 p.m. at Whitehaven Memorial 

Park.  This year, a local girl scout troop may assist. 

 Mrs. Mills asked Mrs. Fabrizio if she wanted to provide an update on the Beecher’s Brook 

project.  Mrs. Fabrizio stated that the Sewer District came out again to meet with residents.  They 
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were very gracious and understanding, but explained that they need to cut down the trees that will 

be impacted by the project and will not be sustainable.  Mrs. Fabrizio stated that she and the other 

Parkledge residents were so focused on the potential walkway, they did not process the information 

that had been made available regarding the impact of the project.  She added that the Sewer District 

will be replanting with native vegetation and bringing in a different type of soil to stop the erosion.  

Mrs. Fabrizio stated that the Parkledge residents are most appreciative of this project that will stop 

the erosion of their properties.   

 Mr. Haycox asked if there were any other comments.  Ms. Wolgamuth distributed copies of the 

Village calendar and Council minutes.  She described that many people no longer wish to receive 

paper copies as all the information is available on the Village’s website.  She asked that Committee 

members advise her if they wish to stop receiving paper copies.    

 Mr. Haycox stated that the next CAC meeting on April 30 will focus on questions and comments 

from Committee members, rather than inviting a specific speaker. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration 










































	CitizensAdvMin 3-26-18
	CAC_handouts032618
	20180402134240
	20180402134313


