
      

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:   Mayor Brenda Bodnar, Mr. Saponaro, Mr. Marrie, Mr. Marquardt,  

Mrs. Mills, Mr. Williams, Dr. Parker and Mr. Jerome 

 

From:     Mary Betsa 

 

Re:   Presentation by Kent Scarrett, Executive Director of the 

   Ohio Municipal League  

   October 24, 2016 

 

Date:   October 27, 2016 

 

At the October meeting of the Western Reserve Municipal Clerks’ Association, Kent Scarrett, 

Executive Director of the Ohio Municipal League was the guest speaker.   The following is a 

summary of his presentation.  Without being repetitive, reference is made to the memorandum 

provided by Debbie Garbo dated October 18th summarizing the presentation Mr. Scarrett gave at 

the Hillcrest Council of Councils October 15th meeting.    I will only highlight additional materials 

that Mr. Scarrett covered. 

Through Mr. Scarrett’s leadership, the Ohio Municipal League is quickly improving with the aim 

at rebranding the League and including a number of additional services, such as: 

. Energy Aggregation – The OML is presently working with Palmer Energy who is 

preparing an RFP for aggregation throughout the State.  Mr. Scarrett was asked if this 

would be much like NOPEC, and if so, it is going to confuse residents even more because 

they are already confused by NOPEC.  He stated that he only recently heard of NOPEC 

and is researching, but yes, it would be much like NOPEC.    

. Insurance Pool throughout the State for health insurance.  Mr. Scarrett was asked if it 

was like the regionalized health insurance program with Cuyahoga County.  OML is in the 

initial stages of this, so Mr. Scarrett was not sure. 

Mr. Scarrett touched upon a couple of issues that the OML is working on. 

Centralized Collection of Municipal Tax Revenue  - Mr. Scarrett continues to oppose this as 

centralized collection will only benefit the State and municipalities will lose.   Sample legislation 

is being drafted for municipality’s consideration and passage against centralized collection.  The 

last time municipalities came together and forwarded legislation opposing centralized collection, 

the representative advised that he was able to wallpaper his living room with the number of 

municipalities forwarding the legislation.  It is hoped that that could happen again and the 

representative will back down.  Mr. Scarrett will let us know as soon as the sample Resolution is 

on the website.  They are holding off for a bit because it seems like the representative is wavering. 

 



 

 

House Bill 523 – Authorizing the use of marijuana for medical purposes and establishing the 

Marijuana Control Program – The OML is continuing to monitor this bill.  The bill legalized 

medical marijuana but also gives cities the authority to regulate and limit the process.  A number 

of municipalities have prepared legislation putting a 12-month moratorium on the cultivation, 

processing and sale of medical marijuana within their city limits.   

Mr. Scarrett talked about OML’s work on trying to get the Estate Tax back as revenue.  OML is 

also working on stressing the value of economic development and the benefit of maintaining 

sustainable job growth, the challenges of the opiate issue and the Medicaid issue. OML’s main 

goal is to drive home issues in a unified way by utilizing members of legislature with experience 

in municipalities.   

The OML is continuing to repair their website to make it a one-stop shop.  Presentations and 

webinars will be made available on the website, sample legislation will be offered on a number of 

issues, frequently asked questions will be added and a number of other improvements will be 

added.  Launch of the new website is scheduled for early next year. 

Weekly legislative bulletins will continue to be e-mailed.  If you are presently not receiving a copy 

and would like to be added, please let me know and I will contact the OML to have your e-mail 

added to the list.  OML also has a Facebook page, so be sure to like the Ohio Municipal League.  

I reviewed their page and they had a lot of great information. 

Mr. Scarrett stressed his dedication to his position.  Since he began in this position earlier this year, 

he has put almost 6,000 miles on his car.  But he is happy to travel anywhere to assist any 

municipality or group in need of assistance.  Mr. Scarrett also expressed his interest in utilizing 

Reserve Hall for regional sessions and will be in contact with me early next year. 

Let me know if you have any questions. 
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cc:  Department Heads 

 

 


