
MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Council President Saponaro and Members of Council 

FROM:  Diane Wolgamuth 

DATE:  May 13, 2016 

RE: Parkview Pool Filter/Heater Addition (Agenda Item – MELD Architects $22,200) 

 

After reviewing the minutes from the May 2nd Finance Committee and Council Caucus 

meetings, and after further discussion with Bill Thomas, I thought it might be helpful to provide 

Council with additional clarification to address any misunderstanding about the proposal 

received from MELD Architects and the process followed to obtain this and other proposals. 

1. Early this year, when Mr. Thomas was trying to determine how best to proceed with 

plans for a separate heater and filtration room at Parkview Pool, I suggested to him 

that he ask Architect Ed Parker for help in developing the scope of the project.  I 

suggested Mr. Parker because he had recently done an excellent job designing the 

new Community Room and he is a Village resident. 

 

2. In February, Ed Parker met at the Pool with Mr. Thomas, Mr. Marrelli, Mr. Cappello, 

Mr. Metzung and other members of the Service Dept. staff.  After discussion, Mr. 

Parker was asked to prepare a project scope that included the preparation of 

construction documents and construction administration.  In exchange for the 

opportunity to provide a quote, Mr. Parker was willing to prepare the project scope, 

at no cost to the Village, so that additional quotes from other architects could be 

requested on an “apples to apples” basis. 

 

3. As you know, quotes were requested from two additional architectural firms with 

which the Village had previous experience and which were known to be qualified.  

One firm declined to provide a quote; Linek Studio provided a quote of $23,190.  Ed 

Parker/MELD’s quote, at $22,200, was the lowest and his proposal was 

recommended to Council for approval.   

 

4. Contracts or purchases under $25,000 do not require public competitive bid.  As 

discussed, the informal process of seeking additional quotes is a long-standing one.  

In this situation, because architectural services are considered professional services, 

it is not required that multiple quotes be obtained, however, we all felt that it was 

good practice to ensure that MELD’s quote was competitive.   
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5. After the issue was raised by Council, the Law Dept. was consulted about any 

potential conflict since Ed Parker is also a member of the Architectural Review 

Board.  Mr. Diemert advises that there is no conflict as this project is not under the 

purview of the ARB and, if Mr. Parker or MELD provide proposals in the future for 

projects that would go before ARB, Mr. Parker would recuse himself from the 

discussion, as contemplated in Section 1305.06 of the Codified Ordinances.   

 

6. Now that the proposals have been made public, it is difficult to seek additional 

quotes as it would be very easy for other architectural firms to underbid the 

proposals received.   

Mr. Diemert advises that he will be at Monday night’s meeting to address any further 

questions and welcomes Council members to call him directly if they would like to discuss these 

matters further. 

 

cc:   Mayor Brenda T. Bodnar 

Joseph W. Diemert, Esq. 

Department Heads 

 


