
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor Bodnar, Council President Saponaro, Members of Council 

FROM:  Diane Wolgamuth 

DATE:  Feb 12, 2016 

RE:  2015 Road Program – Bonnieview, Glenview & Beech Hill 

 

 Councilman Steve Jerome recently contacted Engineer Tom Cappello and asked him to 

provide information to Council regarding the feasibility of piping or culverting the roadside 

ditches on Bonnieview, Glenview and Beech Hill, including the estimated cost to do so.   

 Tom Cappello advises that the additional cost to culvert the ditches on all three streets 

is approximately $425,000 and includes installation of a new catch basin on the upstream end 

of every driveway.  If culverted, the ditches would still have some amount of depression to hold 

water, but they would be shallower than the current or proposed ditches, creating the feel of a 

wider street, even though the street would remain at its current 18 ft. width.   

Mr. Cappello notes that, if assessing this cost to the property owners, Council should 

keep in mind that some properties already have piped ditches and the current project 

contemplates moving or replacing that pipe, if necessary.  The properties which already have 

piped ditches would likely not be assessed for the existing length of pipe.  He also notes that 

the length of the ditch varies greatly per street and per property.  If assessed by front footage, 

the amounts would vary accordingly.   

 Culverting of roadside ditches has previously been considered for this and other road 

projects but the Village has historically opted to maintain the ditches.  As you know, the Village 

is responsible for storm water and maintenance of open swales.  As recently as last year, at the 

conclusion of the Eastgate/Meadowood sewer conversion project, residents were given the 

option to culvert or fill their swales, but it was made clear to them that it was at their cost and 

that future repairs would be their responsibility (see attached Project Update from April 23, 

2015).  Only one resident chose to avail themselves of this option. 

 There are several reasons that the Village has preferred the open swale system: 

 Surface drainage is improved.  An open ditch allows water to move away from the road 

while a piped storm sewer with a shallow swale can allow accumulation of water on or 

near the roadway. 
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 Better Base Drainage.  An open ditch system keeps water from becoming trapped in the 

roadway base which can weaken the structure of the road. 

 

 Flood Reduction.  An open ditch reduces flooding during a heavy rainfall.  The larger or 

deeper the ditch, the more capacity it has to store excess water.  A piped system also 

accelerates water flow, worsening downstream flooding conditions. 

 

 Improved Water Quality.  The vegetation in an open ditch filters the water, reduces the 

rate of flow and makes it easier to detect illicit discharges. 

 

 Reduced Infrastructure Costs.  Roadside ditches are less costly to install and maintain 

than storm sewers, catch basins and underdrains. 

Please advise if additional information is desired. 

 

 

 

  



Thanks to those of you that attended the resident meeting on April 15th.    

The materials provided at the meeting are on the website for those of 

you that could not attend at www.mayfieldvillage.com. 

 

DRIVEWAY APRONS.  This project includes the installation of new 

concrete driveway aprons at each property.  During the meeting, some 

residents stated that they are planning to replace their entire driveway 

and prefer that the Village issue them a credit rather than install the 

apron.  The credit is $5.28/sq. ft.  As each driveway apron is different, your 

individual credit will be calculated upon notification that you do not want 

your apron replaced. 

 

CULVERTING/FILLING SWALES.  Some residents also indicated 

that they might like to have their swale filled and a culvert pipe installed.  

DiGioia Excavating is willing to do this additional work at a cost of $55 

to $70 per linear foot, depending on whether off-site fill will be needed.   

There are additional charges if a hydrant must be moved or a catch basin 

raised.  Please note that the Village maintains all open swales 

but, if a culvert is installed, any future repairs will be the respon-

sibility of the homeowner. 

 

Information about these items must be transmitted to the contractor as 

soon as possible.  If you do not want to have an apron installed or would 

like a more definite cost estimate to fill and culvert your swale, please 

contact Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration, at 440-261-2210, 

ext. 1048.   Thank you. 

PROJECT UPDATE  

April 23, 2015 

Eastgate/Meadowood Septic to 

Sanitary Sewer Conversion 
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If you have other questions about the project, contact : 

Village Engineer Tom Cappello at 216-731-6255 or  

Service Director Doug Metzung at 440-442-5506 or  

send an email to contactus@mayfieldvillage.com. 
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