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Planning & Zoning Commission 
Workshop Meeting Minutes 

Mayfield Village 
March 15, 2012  

 
The Planning and Zoning Commission met in workshop session on Thurs, March 15, 

2012 at 7:30 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Main Conference Room for a meeting 
of the Planning and Zoning Commission. Chairman Farmer presided.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Mr. Jim Farmer  Chairman 

Mr. Garry Regan Chairman Pro Tem 
Mr. Bill Marquardt 

   Dr. Sue McGrath 
   Mr. Paul Fikaris   
  
Absent: Mr. Casey Kucharson  
   Mayor Rinker  

Mr. Tom Marrie Council Alternate 
Mr. David Hartt  Planning Director 

 
Also Present: Ms. Diane Calta  Law Dept     

Mr. Tom Cappello Village Engineer  
Mr. John Marrelli Building Commissioner 

  Ms. Deborah Garbo Secretary 
   
 
PROPOSAL  

 
1. Roadway NEW Library   
   Cuyahoga County Public Library - Mayfield Branch 
   500 SOM Ctr Rd. 
   Architect: URS Corporation 
   Construction Manager: Panzica Construction Co. 
 
 
OPEN PORTION 
 
Chairman Farmer called the meeting to order. This is a workshop meeting. We won’t be taking 
an official vote tonight. Everyone received a map which John will take us through.    
 
Mr. Marrelli said I’ll let Tom do that since he designed it. Basically, this is the driveway on 
Village property that gives access to the library building. Tom has color coded where the 
proposed driveway is, library parking easement on Mayfield Village property, greenway trail 
easement on library property and greenway trail easement on Progressive Insurance property.  
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Mr. Cappello said the alignment for a future drive would extend back to Progressive’s property. 
This here now is more of a temporary driveway because we don’t know what’s going to happen 
in the future with Progressive’s property. This drive is to access the library. It goes through 
some wetlands and will be designed to minimize the impacts on those. There’s a current Army 
Corp permit obtained for that.  
 
The driveway is a 24’ heavy duty asphalt driveway with 2’ berm on each side. It’s a basic 
driveway that meets up on the portion that’ll be approved as part of the library on our property 
at that easement line, a simple driveway to access the library as required per our agreement.   
 
Mr. Marrelli added that the library will grant us an easement across the back on the west end 
for our trail and Progressive is granting us an easement on their property that corresponds.    
 
Mr. Cappello demonstrates trail system through Progressive’s property, to Highland, the 
underpass, to the north on our property, west on Progressive’s, wraps around Fappiano’s 
towards the ball fields and eventually ties into the pool’s trail system.     
 
Mr. Regan referring to the map mentions there are some people on this commission that are 
color blind, so maybe dashes, checkered or something other than color would work well. You 
did answer one question though. I heard at a number of our meetings people were bringing up 
the driveway, the driveway, the driveway. You’ve said this will be temporary but potentially 
going to be also a driveway that might serve to the west. 
 
Mr. Cappello said yes, depending on what gets developed back there.  
 
Mr. Regan asked if there’s any potential this temporary drive will get moved.  
 
Mr. Cappello replied probably not. We’re going to line it up with Hickory Hill. If any 
improvement as far as requirement, this may expand and become concrete, a wider more 
permanent roadway in the future. The alignment at the intersection is set, not to say nothing 
could ever happen. In the future with the property that Progressive currently owns, if developed 
by whomever, we’d then install a dedicated roadway.  
 
Mr. Regan said I remember when we talked about Progressive, that any development back here 
would be encouraged to use this as the entry.  
 
Mr. Cappello said we’d have to look at what gets developed back there, but this entrance point 
yes, that would be the case.  
 
Mr. Regan asked if this roadway will stay Mayfield Village’s.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said yes, that’s our roadway.   
 
Mr. Cappello illustrates Village property to the north, south is library’s and west is 
Progressive’s. This here is the easement we’re granting them for parking and stormwater.   
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Ms. Calta asked, no lights on the driveway? 
 
Mr. Cappello replied none proposed.  
 
Mr. Regan asked, how long is it? 
 
Mr. Cappello replied 400’, to the gutter of SOM about 375’. 
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, no fire hydrants? 
 
Mr. Cappello replied no. They have access off of SOM.  
 
Ms. Calta asked, no curbs, no gutters? It’ll be like a park road?  
 
Mr. Cappello said it’ll be very similar to driving down Hanover.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, simple black top, nothing fancy? 
 
Mr. Cappello said correct.  
 

• Roadway Lighting & Widening Berms  
 

Mr. Regan said with the potential for people walking and riding bikes into this, there’s going to 
be no lights on this 400’ of roadway? 
 
Mr. Cappello replied none proposed.  
 
Dr. McGrath concerned about the kids on the bike path on the other side of SOM. They’re not 
going to go through the underpass, they’ll cut across right by this driveway.  
 
Ms. Calta said there’re not going to be any sidewalks along the driveway.  
 
Dr. McGrath said that won’t stop them.  
 
Mr. Regan agrees there’s that potential.    
 
Mr. Marrelli asked if we have a standard for street lighting. 
 
Mr. Cappello replied this isn’t a street, it’s an access drive.   
 
Mr. Fikaris asked, will there be a traffic signal? 
 
Mr. Cappello replied no. I talked to our traffic engineering firm, without spending thousands of 
dollars on a study at this point, based on knowledge of a 30,000 SF library, and what the 
Church generates, they wouldn’t justify a signal at this time. 
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Ms. Calta asked if it would help if there was a small path on one side or the other of the 
driveway.  
 
Dr. McGrath feels it would help a lot. Then the lights become less important if you have a place 
for the bikers and the walkers so they’re isolated from the cars.   
 
Mr. Regan said when you say a bike path, you start getting into specifications & regulations. 
I’d rather see lighting.  
 
Ms. Calta said it would be a sidewalk, but not concrete, it would be asphalt. I don’t know what 
the correct terminology would be.  
 
Mr. Regan doesn’t think we should be inviting people to bike by the access drive. The bike 
path is over here, you’re inviting people to ride their bike here. I don’t think we create a 
path/lane, but I think you make it safe by some lighting. I don’t know if I’m creating hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, that’s not worth it. How far ahead can you see with your lights? If 
there’s a pedestrian in the roadway, you should be able to pick him up. If there’s a bike in the 
roadway, you should be able to pick it up.  
 
Mr. Cappello said I can look into lighting.   
 
Chairman Farmer said it makes sense to widen it too. 
 
Mr. Cappello said the only issue with that is there’s no defined crosswalk.  
 
Mr. Regan said putting in a path is an invitation. I’m not sure you want to invite them. I said 
you want to protect them.   
 
Mr. Fikaris said night is the issue.  
 
Mr. Regan said we know this is designed for cars.  
 
Ms. Calta brings up Legacy Village. Do you ever feel it’s not conducive to walking? You’re 
always next to a car or parking lot. It’s not very friendly. I think what you’re saying is, you 
don’t want to invite it to the extent of a crosswalk. 
 
Mr. Regan said for the guy who is driving his car and all of a sudden there’s two people 
walking side by side going back to the other side of SOM.  
 
Mr. Cappello asked, do we light it and not widen it, or do we light it and widen it?  
 
Dr. McGrath said I walk a lot. I walk on Highland. I walk on our paths. I know what you mean 
about being in an unfriendly pedestrian place. If I have 2’ to get off the road and not fall in a 
ditch, I’m happy. If there was some way you could clear another 2’ or 3’ on one side of this 
path so a pedestrian would not walk on the road, but would walk next to it. Then unless the 
person coming from the library is drunk, they should not hit the pedestrian.  
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Mr. Marrelli said you probably want both; to light it and widen it.  
 
Mr. Cappello said I have a 24’ road with 2’ berm on either side. Usually you’d stripe that 11’, 
so you’d have 22’ foot stripe and 3’ on either side. I’m not sure how many “lights” we would 
need. We might be talking 2 poles at the most.  
 
Mr. Fikaris said safety is obviously first. I agree. There are some critics, to me this may appear 
to be adding more fuel to the fire if we’re going to go to this expense of putting in this road and 
not make it people and/or bike friendly. I think two poles would be a good idea to throw light 
on the road.  
 
Ms. Calta asked Tom if we still have poles from North Commons. If so, is it something we can 
use?  
 
Mr. Cappello said we’d have to get heads for them. They’re kind of tall.  
 
Mr. Fikaris said it’s a proposition of do it now, or do it later. I think it needs to be done.  
 
Mr. Regan brought up liability on Village property.  
 
Mr. Fikaris said I think it would help people going down SOM that aren’t familiar, that it meets 
up with Hickory Hill, to see that pair of lights, instead of looking for the signs.  
 
CONCLUSION  
 
Chairman Farmer said I think the consensus is a couple lights and widen the drive to delineate a 
bike path or at least an area you can step off.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, is it to widen the paving and put a stripe in or is it to create a wider berm 
for people to walk? 
 
Consensus is a wider berm to get them off the pavement.  
 
Mr. Fikaris asked, is there a difference between the north or the south of this? Logic says the 
south as far as the widened berm.    
 
Mr. Cappello said I would make it a 4’ berm on both sides instead of 2’.  
 
Mr. Regan said if this ever becomes developed back there, the likelihood is you’re going to put 
lights in there anyway. We’re talking about safety.  
 
Mr. Cappello said any lights we put in now would be temporary, basic and nothing fancy. 
Diane brought up the old concrete poles from North Commons that are still in good shape.  
 
Chairman Farmer asked if any further questions or comments. 
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There was none.  
 
NEXT STEP  

• Mr. Cappello will revise drawing for vote meeting to show the widened roadway to 32’ 
vs. 28’ (that’s adding 2’ to each side of the base), and also lighting to roadway as per 
tonight’s discussion.   

• Vote on Mon, April 2nd.  
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Deborah Garbo 
Executive Assistant  
Building Department   
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