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Mayfield Village Parks & Recreation Board Meeting 
Wednesday, October 20, 2010 

7:00 p.m. 
Civic Center  

 
MINUTES 

 
Attending: Pat Andrzjeczyk, Dave Blood, Stivo DiFranco, Shelly Kovacevic, Tom Marrie, Meg Stifler, Kate 
Sullivan, Sean Supler, Danielle Echt and Bill Thomas. 
 
Introduction: In absence of Chairman Dave Perout, Bill called the meeting to order at approximately 7:06 p.m.  
Kate made a motion to accept the September 15, 2010 Minutes as written.  Dave seconded.  All Recreation Board 
Members attending approved.   
 
Re-Cap Wildcat Teen Halloween 

• The event was for 6th – 8th graders on Thursday, October 14, at Mayfield Middle School.  Approximately 
320 students attended.  Bill said a few years ago there were over 400 students attending but it is tough to 
create programs for this age.   He said that the middle school principal and the MMSA parent group were 
very supportive.  Bill said it was a great night. 

• Bill said there was a raffle, volleyball, an inflatable obstacle course, a few carnival type games, a dj and 
karaoke, pizza, chips and orange drink. 

• Meg said that her son attended and he didn’t really give her a lot of detailed feedback.   He said he had fun 
and he won a gift card.  He also mentioned that the obstacle course line was too long. 

• Bill said that the MMSA asked us to try something different at the end of the night.   They wanted us to 
divide the kids up by grade and have them in various locations (cafeterias) at the end of the night so that 
when parents came in to pick up their child, they know where to find them.   Danielle said that normally 
we don’t even require the parents to come in but the MMSA requested that parents do come in because 
that is what they do for their dances.  Shelly suggested a coat check procedure instead.  Pat said you could 
give the parent a number to hang on their car and make sure the child has the same number.  Kate said that 
for After Prom, the kids had to come pick up their prizes and they would exit through the doors closest to 
the prize so it helped avoid congestion at the main doors.   Danielle said parents didn’t even want to come 
inside.   Meg said that the police officers helped get the kids out.   She said that people just needed to be 
patient, it’s the same when school lets out at the end of the day.   Kate said it is a safety issue if everyone is 
congregated around the main doors.  Dave and Tom suggested keeping everyone in the gym.   Danielle 
said it wasn’t an issue until last minute, all of a sudden all the kids were in the vestibule area.  Kate asked 
if parents even had to come in.    Danielle asked if parents needed to come in after school.  Meg said it is 
different because it’s dark.  Sean said that you don’t really want kids running through the parking lot.   Bill 
said he would talk to the MMSA group about and it and see what we can do for the next teen event.  After 
the Recreation Board Meeting, Bill talked to Paul Destino, principal of Mayfield Middle School.  The 
schools and MMSA will be implementing this procedure in the next few dances they will be offering to 
train parents on the new procedure of coming into the cafeteria to pick up their child.  By the time we 
sponsor the next teen event in March, the procedure should be established. 

 
 
Youth Halloween Party 

• The party is Saturday, October 23 from 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. in the Community Room.  Shelly, Meg and Tom 
said they would be there.  Danielle said Patsy would also be there and with the Key Club running the 
games, she thought we were all set with volunteers.   

• The Recreation Board members discussed the idea of charging for the parties; Danielle said it has been 
published that it is $4.00 per child.  Shelly said that they only used to charge for the Easter party to cover 
the cost of the pizza.  Tom said it needs to be an agenda item so it can be discussed in advance.   Meg said 
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the money defrays the cost, the goodie bags alone are $2 each.   Danielle said the donuts are around $75.  
Sean said that if it is a family with four or five kids, that’s a lot of money to attend the party.   Kate said for 
CYO programs, they finally started a family rate because it got so expensive for larger families.  Shelly 
said we pay taxes, it would nice to give back to the residents.  Danielle added that we do not charge for the 
Christmas party.  Meg said that it seems that there are more non-residents attending our parties.   Tom said 
that he respects the idea of charging but he didn’t think it is good to nickel and dime people.   Tom said 
that he will talk to the Finance Committee about it.  Bill said it wasn’t necessary, he suggested just 
lowering the charge by $1 and establishing a family rate. 

 
Halloween Window Painting Contest 

• Bill said there are 23 windows being painted.    He said there is a new art teacher at Mayfield Middle 
School and with her new duties she had a lot on her plate.   Next year she plans to make it a special project 
and the 8th graders will be moving back to Mayfield Middle School so Bill said he anticipates a lot more 
participation.   He also said he had to turn away a few merchants because we had more merchants than 
paintings.   

• Judging takes place on Thursday, October 21. 
 
Winter Programs 

• Bill said we are working on the Winter Parks and Recreation Brochure.  He hopes it will be mailed the 
first week in November.    

• Sean reported that the girls basketball program is struggling with low enrollment; the deadline was 
extended to see if we can get more participants.   Dave suggested maybe they are playing on travel teams.   
Sean said there aren’t any in Mayfield.   Sean said that the school’s Biddy Basketball program only had 9 
people signed up, usually they have 50 – 60 people.  Sean said he is working with the athletic director and 
PE teachers to focus on the MBA so hopefully it helps with all the boys and girls leagues.  He said 
registration is slow for the boys league as well but we usually get enough by the time the deadline 
approaches in November.    

• Sean said that there are 8 teams signed up for the Men’s 18 and Over Basketball League which starts in the 
beginning of November.   He said that was his goal and 12 teams would have been the max.   Games will 
be at 9:30 and 10:30 a.m., Sunday mornings, using two courts at the Field House.   

• Sean reported that adult fall softball is two weeks behind because of the weather.  Dave asked if there was 
a 35 years and older league this fall and Sean said no, he couldn’t get enough teams.   Tom said that 
companies are pinching so it’s really hard for them to sponsor a team when they cut back on employees, 
staff, etc.   

  
Election of New Chairperson 

• Bill reported that Dave Perout has served as chairperson to the committee for two years so it is time to 
elect a new one.   Meg asked if it was critical to have one.  Danielle said that she thought it was in the 
ordinance.  The committee members nominated Meg as the new chairperson for 2011.  Meg accepted the 
position of co-chair along with Kate.    

• Bill asked who needed to be sworn in to the committee in January.  Danielle said she thinks everyone is all 
set because we set it up so that everyone was sworn in last year and it’s a two year term. 

 
Facility Upgrade 

• Bill said that they are looking at Phase 2 of the softball area which will include a building for restrooms, 
concession stand and storage.    

• Bill thought it might be a good idea like in past years, to involve the Recreation Board in a fundraising 
effort.  It would give ownership to the building project.  Danielle and Bill asked what the committee used 
to do for fundraisers.   Shelly and Pat said they started the craft show when they had to raise money for the 
lights at Wiley Park and for the playground there.  The committee continually had to provide money for 
various items. 
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• Bill asked if a reverse raffle would be a good idea.   Tom said it would have to be through the committee, 
not through “Mayfield Village”.  He suggested a 50/50 raffle.  Meg said there is always so much going on, 
so instead of having a fundraiser event, adding another commitment to people’s schedule, just try to collect 
money and then they have no other obligation.  Tom said fundraising events, like dinners, get expensive 
anyway.   Shelly said looking long term, maybe we want to do something at Cruise Night.   Meg suggested 
instant bingo or selling Malley’s chocolate bars.   Tom said instant bingo would be good.  Shelly said you 
have to be careful because usually all monies raised goes towards Make-A-Wish, not an individual 
committee. 

• Stivo asked where the money for the sponsorship banners at the softball fields went.   Bill said it went into 
the general fund basically.   Stivo asked if we could use that money for building.  Bill said that he thinks 
that money should be earmarked for something like equipment.  He also asked if the Village received 
money from the pop machines at the fields.   Bill said we just received a check.  Stivo asked if we could 
use money from the continued revenue stream rather than creating a special event or fundraising project. 

• Shelly asked about using money from the Debbie Hudacko Fund.   Bill said we have $1,500 in the fund 
this year to give towards scholarship.   She asked if we could use surplus money in the account and 
suggested the building could be named after Debbie Hudacko.  Tom said it has been a while since we were 
bringing in a lot of money for the event so there really isn’t a surplus in that account.   Bill said money 
from the Debbie Hudacko Fund is specifically earmarked for those scholarships and could not be used for 
any other purpose. 

• Dave suggested charging more for the teams that use our fields.   Bill was given a suggestion that when 
groups have a tournament they could purchase their own supplies for the concession stand and those 
individuals would run the concession stand during their games.  Mayfield Village would ask for part of 
their profit.   

• Danielle asked if an answer was needed right away about the fundraising concept.   She said we have to 
look into the legality of a 50/50 raffle and instant bingo.   Danielle said we also have to check into 
fundraising during Cruise Night because of that money is usually earmarked for Make-A-Wish.    

• Bill said maybe the committee can do something during the Fourth of July Celebration.   
 
Open Discussion 

• Bill reported that all Recreation parties will be 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. in the future.   
• Tom suggested to talk to Kevin, the business manager at St. Francis, so we can determine the best way to 

get the $500 Debbie Hudacko Scholarship to the 8th grade student.   
• Bill read a letter from an undisclosed resident that he received in January 2010 (see attached).   The 

resident was upset that Santa didn’t spend a lot of time with his children and didn’t take pictures with his 
children during the Santa Ride in December 2009.   Tom said what can we do, allow more time?  Dave 
said maybe have corner stops, like a bus stop.  Danielle said you never know how many people will be out 
so some streets can take more or less time.   She also said if people are not out at the end of their 
driveways, the truck is not going to stop.  Meg said that the truck blows its horn right?  Bill said yes.  The 
committee also said they have received very little negative feedback about the Santa Ride over the years; 
this is just one complaint.  Dave said they did miss one child a few years ago.   Bill said even though it is 
one complaint, he wants to make it better.   Tom said it’s difficult without a name to follow up with. Shelly 
made a suggestion of having a lead car that can let people know in advance that Santa is coming.  Bill said 
he will check to see if a police car could help and Santa Ride information will go out to the residents in 
early November. 

• Bill explained a recent situation where the department began registration for the Polar Express.  Per the 
Recreation Board’s suggestion several years back, registration is allowed for Mayfield Village Residents 
first, then school district residents, and then it is opened to everyone.   Bill allowed a person who works on 
Beta Drive to register as a School District resident.   Bill said that they are a taxpayer to Mayfield Village 
and he thinks we owe them.   Bill also said that we allow employees working within Mayfield Village to 
purchase a pool pass at the school district rate.   Danielle checked with other local recreation departments 
and they do not allow employees within their city limits to register as a resident.  The Recreation Board 
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Members agreed that an employee of a Mayfield Village business should not be treated as any type of 
resident.   They agreed that it does not matter where you work but it goes by where you live.   The 
Recreation Board said the pool is a separate issue.  

• The 2011 meeting date schedule was distributed, see attached. 
• The meeting concluded at approximately 8:26 p.m. 
 

Next Meeting:   Wednesday, November 17, 2010, 7:00 p.m. at the Civic Center 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
    
Danielle M. Echt,  
Assistant Recreation Director 
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