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ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 
May 11, 2010   

 
The Ordinance Review Committee met in regular session on Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at 

5:00 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Main Conference Room. John Marrelli 
presided.      
 
Present: Mr. Jerry Catalano 

Mrs. Mary Ann Wervey 
Mr. Casey Kucharson 

  Mr. John Marrelli 
 
Absent: Mr. Joe Saponaro Chairman 

Mr. Bill Marquardt  Council Alternate 
   
Also Present: Ms. Diane Calta  Law Department   
  Mr. Tom Cappello Engineer Department  
  Ms. Deborah Garbo Secretary  
 
CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES:  April 13, 2010   
Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mrs. Wervey made a motion to approve the minutes of April 13, 
2010.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: All      Motion Carried 
Nays: None   Minutes Approved As Written.   
 
 
PROPOSALS  
 
1. Special Purpose Flood Damage Reduction Ordinance    
 New Chapter 1125  

‘Letter of Final Determination’ forwarded to ODNR.  
      

2. Beautification Committee  
 Chapter 907; Ordinance # 2005-56  
   
3. Application for Stormwater Fee Credit - NEORSD 
 Discuss meeting requirements of local bldg & zoning Ordinances.     
 
4. Ohio Fire Code  

1501.01 Adoption    
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OPEN PORTION 

 
Special Purpose Flood Damage Reduction Ordinance 

 
Mr. Marrelli called the meeting to order.  
 
Mr. Cappello said we should receive the Letter of Final Determination by the end of this 
month. Once I receive that letter, the ball will start rolling again.  
  
Waiting on ‘Letter of Final Determination’ from ODNR. 
Keep on Agenda  

 
Beautification Committee 

 
Mr. Marrelli said the Beautification Committee needs to review & comment on the changes. 
Not sure if this has been done. They’ll review it & it’ll come back to us for any changes, then 
we send it off to Council.  
 
Waiting on Committee’s Review & Comments.  
Keep on Agenda  

 
Stormwater Fee Credit - NEORSD 

 
Mr. Cappello said this is something new. The Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District back in 
the 70’s was formed to deal with sanitary sewer issues. As part of their Charter, they felt 
stormwater was also a part of it. They basically have focused on sanitary sewer for the last 20+ 
years. Now with the concern about stormwater and the erosion of rivers & creeks, they’re 
looking to create a stormwater utility portion under their court decree, that they can now be a 
central agency to address some of these cross regional watershed issues. What they propose and 
what a lot of other communities throughout the Unites States have done is levy a stormwater 
fee based on a persons impervious area. They want to be able to pay for their proposed 
improvements and infrastructure projects.  
 
Mr. Cappello said this fee is based on your impervious area. They call it equivalent residential 
unit; One ERU is equal to 3,000 sq. ft of impervious surface.  
 
Residential Property Fee:  
 
Tier 1 small    $2.85 / Monthly Fee 
Tier 2 medium (3,000 sq. ft)  $4.75 / Monthly Fee 
Tier 3 large (over 4,000 sq. ft) $8.55 / Monthly Fee  
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Mr. Cappello said the Non-Residential Fee, for example Progressive; They’ll calculate PRG’s 
impervious surface on their roofs, parking lots, driveways, any paved surface. If you have 
15,000 sq. ft of impervious area, they’ll divide it by an equivalent unit of 3,000 and it comes to 
5 units. Five units will be multiplied by $4.75 to come up with $23.75 per month. Of course 
Progressive’s will be a lot more than that. The businesses on Beta are very high impervious 
areas. This process hasn’t been finalized yet because the District is being sued.  
 
Ms. Calta said they were sued in Summit County but they filed their own action in Cuyahoga 
County to declare that they have the authority to do it. If they find they don’t have the 
authority, they are asking for their Charter to be amended to allow it. They got assigned a Judge 
they said had a conflict so he recused himself. They got assigned another Judge who didn’t 
want anything to do with it because there are probably 100 parties. The certificate that lists the 
parties is probably 50 pages long. All of the member communities were included as parties 
because they have an interest in the outcome. Every single community in Cuyahoga County, a 
few in Summit & Medina and some of the outline county’s are also members whether by 
contract or original Charter. That means the Judge could spend all day just looking at motions 
or extension of time for this or that. Thought is to get a Visiting Judge, a Retired Judge, get a 
special docket for this case because it’s just so all encompassing. The Sewer District is moving 
forward according to their plans.  
 

• Rain barrels 
 
Mr. Cappello said they’re thinking this fee will be assessed later than July 1st. As part of this, 
they’re going to offer credits. There’s a Stormwater Fee Credit Policy Manual. This divides it 
between residential & commercial. Commercial we can handle. We have zoning ordinances, 
bio-retention, detention ponds which require ARB & Planning Commission reviews. Our 
concern is the residential. The kicker is we’re talking $57 a year for most people. They’re 
offering up to 75% off if you meet a certain criteria. Part of the criteria is to install use of rain 
barrels. A rain barrel is a plastic barrel on your downspout, sitting at the bottom of your gutter. 
You have to have at least 3 rain barrels @ 40 gallons minimum. Now these could be sitting at 
the front of your house. Have you seen those things? Mary Ann acknowledges she has one in 
the back of her house and comments that 3 are too many.   
 
Mr. Cappello said question is, why couldn’t you put 3 barrels in series off of one gutter in the 
back of your house? It’d be same quantity of water. They’re saying you have to use it within a 
certain period of time. A lot of people use rain barrels for watering their gardens which is very 
useful because that’s good water, you’re not watering your garden with chlorine. But the cost 
of a rain barrel could be $60 - $80. Now you’re looking at $180 - $240 to put this in. Great, I’m 
saving 25% of $57 ($14-$15). My payback is 15 years plus. You’re not saving a whole lot of 
money. You’ll probably have to replace those barrels before that 15 years is up. It’s more about 
being green. It’s a feel good thing.  
 
Mr. Kucharson said being ignorant with respect to rain barrels, now that I’ve collected rain, 
what do I do with it?  
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Mrs. Wervey said you flower your plants, and water your garden.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said here’s the issue. We’re going to have to deal with rain barrels on houses and 
people wanting to disconnect their downspouts and run gutters off of their grass to get their 
credit and to return water back to the earth. The problem is we live in a congested area. If your 
neighbor disconnects two of their downspouts and points them at your house, we’re going to 
have a problem. The reason we brought this to this Committee is we need to make a decision 
on how to handle this. Do we create an Ordinance that’s out there for anybody that wants to use 
it and define where the rain barrels should be and if you disconnect your downspouts, it’ll be a 
case by case basis and you’ll have to prove you have positive drainage on your own lot? We are 
going to have to regulate this.  
 
Mr. Catalano said we’re going to have to have some say because of the shale that this area has. 
When they built our house, they had to dynamite to get the basement in. It’s all shale. The 
surface water in these areas is not going to run off, it’s going to the street.  
 
Mr. Cappello said a lot of this is not just quantity, it’s quality. By disconnecting your 
downspouts and letting it hit the grass, you’ll get some infiltration, but you’re also getting the 
water going through the grass. It slows it down, but it also allows particles to settle out. Again, 
we’re talking rainwater. It’s not like a parking lot. A parking lot you have oils, anti freeze, 
rubber that need to be filtered out. Parking lots equate to businesses which we handle through 
our code. Our code requires water quality. This here is to protect us if somebody decides to put 
a 2,000 gallon plastic cistern in their front yard to collect all their rain water. Beachwood has a 
Rain Barrel Ordinance that doesn’t allow them in the front yards. I don’t want to discourage 
any of this, I just want to be ready for it.    
 
Mr. Marrelli suggests Tom get boiler plate Ordinances from other communities that we can 
craft an appropriate one for the Village. We need to have guidelines to help the residents on 
how to disconnect and not affect their neighbor.  
 
Mr. Cappello said residential have to reapply every 3 years. It’s not a cumbersome application.  
 
Mr. Kucharson asked, isn’t there already a law in Ohio in place having something to do with 
directing water from your neighbor’s property intentionally, directing to or taking from?  
 
Mr. Cappello said if it’s a natural course of drainage you can’t prohibit them, block it.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said it wouldn’t be legal right now for your next door neighbor to disconnect their 
downspouts and put an extension of it pointing at your house. They have to maintain the water 
on their own property. We’re going to get into neighbor feuds when the green neighbor wants 
to disconnect and the other guy says, I’m not going to look at those barrels.  
 
Mr. Kucharson asked if we can require some sort of uniformity with the rain barrels.  
 
Mr. Cappello said what you have to be careful with is the people who decide to build an above 
ground cistern. Something you never want to see in a residential neighborhood. Tom talked 
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about taking the big tank and putting it underground. John questioned who would want to spend 
that kind of money.  
 
Mr. Catalano added another thing to look into. We’ve got sanitary’s going throughout the 
Village whereas there were abandoned leech beds. Someone might get the bright idea to 
reconnect his leech bed to his downspouts.  
 
Mr. Marrelli wants to pursue this so we’re ahead of the curve instead of behind it when people 
start to get that idea.  
 
Mrs. Wervey said I don’t know that people are going to do this because they’re calculating 
their return. I think it’ll be for environmentally good intentions. Everyone agrees.  
 
Mr. Cappello said another thing is come winter you need to disconnect & drain it because it 
could freeze & bust.   
 
Mr. Marrelli questions the possibility of a mosquito issue.  
 
Mr. Cappello commented the barrels are steel. No mosquito issue. Mary Ann confirmed that.  
   
Obtain sample Rain Barrel Ordinances from other communities.  
Keep on Agenda 

 
1501.01 Adoption  

Ohio Fire Code 
 
Mr. Marrelli said this last item is housekeeping. In 2009 we passed the ordinance adopting 
Section 1501.13 the Village’s Adoption of the Ohio Fire Code. Somehow we never put the date 
in it. It was the 2007 edition that was effect in 2009. When we wrote the ordinance, we didn’t 
put in “2007”. We need to do that, otherwise it leaves it open to any edition from 1936 on. I 
talked to the Fire Marshall about this and he communicated with Diane. The changes we’re 
going to make are; 

1. Putting in the effective date of the Ohio Fire Code being ‘2007’. 
2. Change Ordinance Number & Passage date to the present.  

 
Ms. Calta said that’s correct. Our Fire Marshall was very concerned that the specific Fire Code 
needs to be identified. That also means as we get new Fire Codes, we’ll have to go back to this.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said every 3 years the Building Code, Electrical, Plumbing & Fire Code changes. I 
thought why can’t we just say “The most recent edition”, to find out that not’s really legal. The 
question becomes, what most recent edition? What happens is when you make amendments to 
it, then you have to show which edition you amended. In the fall we’ll have the ‘2010’ Fire 
Code. That’s the nature of the beast.  
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DECISION 
 
Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mr. Marrelli made a motion to amend Section 1501.01 to identify 
the specific Ohio Fire Code adopted by Mayfield Village.      
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: Mr. Catalano, Mrs. Wervey, Mr. Kucharson, Mr. Marrelli     
Nays: None    
 
       Motion Carried     
       Recommendation to Council 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Mr. Marrelli, seconded by Mrs. Wervey made a motion to adjourn.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes:  All       Motion Carried    
Nays:  None       Meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Deborah Garbo 
Executive Assistant 
Building Department 
 


