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ORDINANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 
April 13, 2010   

 
The Ordinance Review Committee met in regular session on Tuesday, April 13, 2010 at 

5:07 p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Main Conference Room. Chairman Joe 
Saponaro presided.     
 
Present: Mr. Joe Saponaro Chairman 
  Mr. Jerry Catalano 

Mrs. Mary Ann Wervey 
Mr. Casey Kucharson 

  Mr. John Marrelli 
 
Absent: Mr. Bill Marquardt  Council Alternate 
   
Also Present: Ms. Diane Calta  Assistant Law Director  
  Mr. Ron Wynne  Finance Director 
  Ms. Deborah Garbo Secretary  
 
CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES:  March 9, 2010   
Mr. Catalano, seconded by Mrs. Wervey made a motion to approve the minutes of March 9, 
2010.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: All      Motion Carried 
Nays: None   Minutes Approved As Written.   
 
PROPOSALS  
 
1. Gas/Oil Well Drilling  

Reform of currently enacted HB 278  
Pending Senate Bill 165  

• Proposed Legislation;  Senator Niehaus Bill vs. Senator Grendell Bill  
• Steel Tanks vs. Boring Pits 

 
2. Special Purpose Flood Damage Reduction Ordinance    
 New Chapter 1125  

Council Consideration pending ‘Letter of Final Determination’ from ODNR.  
      

3. Beautification Committee  
 Chapter 907; Ordinance # 2005-56  
 Review Draft 
 
4. Proposed Income Tax Increase  
 Q & A by Ron Wynne, Finance Director   
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OPEN PORTION 

Gas/Oil Well Drilling 
 
Chairman Saponaro called the meeting to order. We’ve been keeping this item on the agenda 
for any updates. Ms. Calta advised nothing new at this point. 
 
Mr. Marrelli suggests taking Gas/Oil Well Drilling off the agenda in light of the fact the State 
has gone ahead with their move on the House Bill. They made one minor change. We proposed 
some things and carried it pending any State changes.  
 
Remove from Agenda 
 
    

Special Purpose Flood Damage Reduction Ordinance 
 

Chairman Saponaro said Tom Cappello has made changes and submitted draft to ODNR for 
comment.  
 
Awaiting ODNR Review & Comments 
Keep on Agenda  
 

 
Beautification Committee Ordinance 

 
Chairman Saponaro said based on our last meeting, Diane made changes we requested. She 
also provided me with 2 other Ordinances, Rocky River & Richmond Hts. Rocky River’s is 
Codified, but does not have a funding mechanism.  
 

• Chapter 152 
Rocky River Beautification Committee 

 
152.04 Powers, Duties & Responsibilities 
 

(a) Provide recommendations, expertise and/or assistance to the Mayor, Director of 
Public Safety-Service, Service Commissioner and Parks & Recreation Department 
as is necessary & appropriate.  

(b) Assist with the identification of county, state, federal and/or private programs to 
support and enhance beautification projects in the city.  

(c) Serve as a liaison for residents, schools, businesses, organizations and city 
government.  

(d) Advocate a high standard of community cleanliness, maintenance and 
attractiveness.  
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(e) Encourage partnerships and participation of residents in improving the landscaping 
and appearance of the city.  

 
152.05 Advisory Nature of Recommendations. 

All studies, reviews, recommendations and specific plans formulated or submitted by 
the Beautification Committee shall be advisory only and shall not be binding on the Mayor, 
City Council, City Boards or Commissions, or any member of the City administrative staff.    
 
Chairman Saponaro said this is basically what we’ve done. We’ve turned our Ordinance into 
more along the lines of;  
 
907.02: as directed by The Village of Mayfield Administration or Council.    
907.03: no more than (15) members, and one (1) member of Council and the Service Director.  
907.04: shall work in concert with The Village of Mayfield Administration. 
 

• Beautification Comm reviewing Bldg Permit Submissions 
 
Mr. Marrelli said I see ‘buildings’ in 907.04 STANDARDS. Does that mean if someone comes 
in with a sign package that the Beautification Committee wants to see it?  
 
Chairman said they may make recommendations. It’s not required. 
 
Mr. Marrelli asked, as a Director how will I know whether or not to throw that into their 
purview? 
 
Chairman said it’s at your discretion. The new Police Facility in terms of the landscaping I 
think should go before Beautification. However, it will not be their charge to come up with a 
plan and to carry the plan out. It will be to give their two cents.    
 
Mr. Marrelli used another example. The Holiday Inn came in last month with a whole new sign 
package. Would Beautification want to see that? 
 
Chairman said there’s no requirement for that. If it’s something you wanted to do, then 
certainly. This Committee is here for the benefit of the Village, Administration & Council.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said it sounds like the Committee is there to bounce things off of. I’m thinking for 
Village owned properties or common areas.  
 
Ms. Calta has an example; the path. Let’s say at some point there’s going to be benches, 
planters, etc. That is a common area that you would want to bring to Beautification. If 
somebody’s coming in for a sign permit, I don’t know that you’d want to go down the path of 
the Beautification Committee unless the applicant willingly wanted to get Committee input.  
 
Mr. Kucharson said it sounds like the Committee does things at the request of Council and/or 
Administration. They’re not going out on their own and coming up with ideas?  
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Chairman clarified that going out on their own is what was happening in the past. It’s not that 
we want to eliminate people’s ability to come up with projects on their own. It’s not the point 
or the purpose of it. To come up with a project that’s not backed by the Administration or 
Council does not go anywhere. We don’t want to frustrate anyone’s efforts.  
 
Mrs. Wervey asked, in your opinion do you think Beautification Committee would be 
interested in looking at a sign application that has landscaping around the base? Would they be 
interested in giving suggestions on the plantings?  
 
Chairman said they’d love to. They’d take on any task. We just don’t want it to be required.  
 
Mrs. Wervey asked, but on ARB if we asked the applicant if he’d be willing to have his 
drawings looked at by our Beautification Committee, and if that applicant said yes, would that 
be an appropriate use of the Beautification Committee?  
 
Chairman replied absolutely. It’s advisory only. We have some very talented people on the 
Committee who really know what they’re talking about re plantings.  
 
Next Steps 

1. Chairman Saponaro (Beautification Alternate) to update Mr. Marrie (Council Rep 
Beautification) on draft changes.   

2. Look for Beautification Committee’s feedback at their next meeting May 25th.   
3. Ordinance Review Committee to vote on changes and make recommendation to 

Council.  
 
 

Proposed Income Tax Increase 
 
Chairman said Ron is here tonight to answer any questions.  
 
Ron Wynne said starting this week through May 4th, I’ll be hitting every committee meeting as 
well as the Senior events in the Community Rm that Eunice puts on, just to talk to people and 
present the opportunity for them to ask questions on the Tax increase.  
 
Chairman asked if everyone is familiar with the May 2010 0.5% Income Tax Increase 
Information pamphlet. Everyone is. Pamphlet was very well done in explaining everything. 
They did a great job. Chairman asked Jerry, Casey & MaryAnn if they’ve heard anything from 
their neighbors, whether good or bad. Nothing’s been heard. Chairman is not hearing anything 
on his street either. The few people I’ve heard from have said “If it benefits the Village and 
doesn’t cost us essential services, we’re all for it”. Other thoughts were it’s not out of line with 
other communities.   
 
Mr. Marrelli said I talked to a resident today who called me from Village Trails about repairs 
on his street. He asked “How come the streets need so much work?” He stated his street has 
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holes that aren’t being addressed. I told him if we could get this passed, I’m sure there’ll be 
money earmarked for that type of infrastructure.  
 
Ron Wynne got a call from The News Herald this afternoon. They got wind of the increase and 
want to do a piece on it. From the standpoint of communication with residents and employers, 
we sent out a flier to all the residents. We’ll send out another flier tomorrow that was just 
finalized today that talks about FACTS. Certain questions have been asked at the Town Hall 
meetings so we’ll let everybody know what those questions were and the responses. This flier 
is more informational and a reminder to people that May 4th is coming up and whether good, 
bad or indifferent, go vote and express yourself. Diane has checked the Board of Elections and 
800 – 900 people have requested absentee ballots. We’ve made all the Employers aware of it. 
We’ve offered to come out and meet with them and their employees for a Q & A. We haven’t 
heard word one back from any of the Employers in town which I view as a good sign. I’m 
communicating with Progressive directly via voice dialogue, not through e-mail. I’m talking to 
the CFO there keeping him abreast of what’s going on.  
 
Chairman asked about the sentiments of the folks at the Town Hall meetings. Are they 
negative, positive or indifferent?   
 
Ron Wynne replied, all of the above. A lot of people walk out glad they came. We give them a 
45 minute presentation with a lot of information. They say “Wow, we didn’t know any of this. 
We’re glad you shared it. It helps paint the picture”. You have a lot folks that are very 
supportive of the Village, appreciate all the services and want it to continue. Then you have the 
folks that feel taxed to death from all sides and feel they’ve had enough regardless of the case 
you make.  
 
Ron said the increase will raise $3 million. Ninety percent of it’s coming from individuals 
working in the Village. It’s not even going to come from those individuals, it’s just a shifting in 
tax dollars amongst communities. They still view that as a vicious circle. If you raise the taxes 
and pull money from Mentor or Willoughby Hills, etc, at some point those cities might have to 
look what’s going on with the revenues and make changes also.  
 
Chairman thanked Ron for coming.  
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

• Golf Carts  
 
Mr. Catalano said last fall I brought up the topic of golf carts. We have another one running 
between two Brothers homes, on the bike path that has signage “No Motorized Vehicles”.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said that’s a Police issue.  
 
Mr. Catalano said we don’t have an Ordinance. I presented an Ordinance to Diane last time 
from Sandusky. Diane got one from Toledo. They must be licensed drivers. They must have 
license plates and be street legal.  
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Chairman asked who the folks on the golf carts are. 
 
Mr. Catalano said the Miozzi Brothers.  
 
Mr. Kucharson said he also has a golf cart in his development that he thinks goes to Heinen’s.  
 
Ms. Calta will notify Chief Dearden of issue. 
 
Chairman said we don’t have one specific Ordinance for golf carts, but motorized vehicles are 
covered. The problem is you don’t want to have too many Ordinances on the books that are 
already covered in other Ordinances. It then becomes an enforcement issue. If you don’t have 
an Ordinance that addresses it then we should either amend what we currently have to include it 
or put something new on there. It’s one or the other. My understanding is it was always 
covered. Donna Neyman used to drive up and down my street on a golf cart, and then was 
prohibited from doing that. I think we need to address the Miozzi’s and the one at Aintree. 
Jerry said add the 2 on Hickory Hill.  
 
Mr. Kucharson said since we already have an Ordinance, I think we can amend it to make it 
specific to golf carts. I think a simple letter to these people will do i.e., “By the way, if you 
don’t know this, there’s something in place”. I think that’s a diplomatic way of doing it.  
 
Mr. Catalano said this all started in the islands. Now it’s coming to the mainland. If you go 
down to the yacht clubs along the Chagrin River, you probably have as many golf carts as you 
have boats, but they’re not allowed to leave the property.  
 
Ms. Calta said we have an individual who rides his bicycle to work everyday. He’s hard core, 
out there in 25 degree weather. One of the Officer’s asked him politely to go onto the bike path 
because that’s what the bike path is designated for. He was in the street and causing some 
traffic back-up. This man was very versed in statute. He said he has a right to be on the street. 
However, his bike has to be equipped appropriately with reflectors, lights, gear, to be on the 
street. The Officer resisted in that instance because he felt for his safety, feeling it was much 
safer for him on the bike path. The bicyclist did not want to go on the bike path because it 
meanders and he wasn’t there for a leisure ride, he’s there to commute to work. With some 
communication it was resolved.  
 
Suggestion:  

• Law Department to draft letter to the residents reminding them of the 
requirements.  

• Law Department to put together article for VOV and post on Website.   
 
 

• Landscape Fliers 
 
Mr. Catalano asked what can be done about fliers placed on mailboxes that the wind blows 
around. I’ve picked up about 25 in my yard so far this spring.  
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Ms. Calta said it happens every snowplow & landscape season.  
 

• Illegal Parking 
 
Mr. Catalano said another peeve is the Rapid Refill Ink Car parked in an illegal spot in front of 
the JADD Mall. It’s bad parking lot striping.  
 
Chairman said we ran into that at Musca Plaza, the area between Pizza Roma & the Bank. If 
you were coming around that corner and there was a car parked in front of the pizza place and 
by the bank, you couldn’t get through. The property owner there made the changes for us by re-
striping it. It was a dangerous situation there.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Chairman Saponaro said for future agenda items, if anyone has any thoughts or concern on 
Ordinances we should be looking at, or something that you’ve run into in your business that 
may require us to look at our own Ordinance, shoot me an e-mail and let me know. I’ll talk to 
Debbie about getting it on the agenda. John added, and/or if anyone wants to thumb through the 
Ordinance book and maybe see something from 1952 that they feel we need to look at, bring it 
up.     
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Catalano seconded by Mr. Marrelli made a motion for 
adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Deborah Garbo 
Executive Assistant 
Building Department 
 
 
cc: Linda Butler 
 817 Hanover Rd. 
 Mayfield Village, Ohio 44040 
 


