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Mayfield Village 
Community & Economic Development Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
July 5, 2011 

 The Community & Economic Development Committee met on Tuesday, July 5, 2011 at 7:00 
a.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  In attendance were: 

Bill Buckholtz   (Council Rep) 
Joseph Saponaro  (Council Rep)  
Tom Marrie   (Council Alt) 
Bruce Rinker   (Mayor) 
David Hartt   (Planner) 
Ted Esborn   (Development Director) 
Diane Wolgamuth  (Director of Administration) 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Saponaro opened the meeting and asked if the Committee members had any changes to 
the Minutes from the June 7, 2011 meeting.  There were none and the Minutes were approved as 
written. 

Library Construction Update 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised the Committee that the Library and its architects from URS expected to 
be ready to make a presentation regarding the preliminary site plan and building design sometime in 
August.  The Committee agreed that it would be appropriate to have the presentation made jointly to 
Council and the Planning & Zoning Commission at the August P&Z workshop.   

Beta Drive Overview 

 Mr. Esborn provided overall occupancy data for the buildings on Beta Drive.  He reported that 
until Superior Beverage left the Village, the overall occupancy rate was over 80%.  With respect to 700 
Beta, Mr. Esborn stated that there are currently 125 employees in just the low-rise portion of the 
building.  Mayor Rinker reminded everyone that 700 Beta had been dormant for a while and that at 
one point a storage facility with three employees was considered for that location.   

 Mr. Buckholtz stated that additional data regarding number of employees, average salary and 
revenue per square foot of leased space would be helpful and suggested preparing a form that 
property owners fill out when lessees go in and out of a building.  Mr. Hartt stated that much of that 
information has been collected, but is incomplete.  In some cases, we have been able to predict a 
range of employees assuming full occupancy.  Mayor Rinker speculated that it can sometimes be 
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difficult to get information from property owners as they like to keep information confidential and 
once they provide data to us, they know it must be made available if requested. 

 Mr. Esborn reported that he has been tracking available commercial space on Beta and it is now 
listed on the website.  This has turned out to be the most visited page on the site as business owners 
go there to check space availability. 

Zoning Adjustments – Medical Office Use 

 Mr. Esborn stated that the Village has a good relationship with Jim Grasso at Mr. Vernon.  There 
is generally space available at Mt. Vernon and Mr. Grasso has indicated that permitting medical office 
use would be helpful as doctors sometimes “walk away” even though there is a conditional use permit 
in place for the entire building that allows that use.  Mr. Esborn stated that he asked P&Z and the Law 
Department if the language regarding permitted uses can be changed in the zoning code without going 
to referendum.  Joe Diemert advised that he believes it can. 

 Mayor Rinker stated that he believes that adding a new use district is a legislative function.  
Under the Village Charter, zoning code changes must go to referendum.  The question is whether 
adding an additional permitted use is changing the code.  Mr. Saponaro suggested that a legal opinion 
be requested on the issue.   

 Mr. Hartt suggested that adding permitted uses is a narrower approach than just getting rid of 
the two-year limitation on conditional use permits.  When this was broached previously, there was 
concern about liberalizing permitted uses and the effects on traffic.  A traffic study would cost $20,000 
to $30,000 and it was never done.  The Committee agreed that if the issue were to go to referendum, 
residents are not likely to vote against allowing medical office use.   

 The Committee discussed the marketing opportunities that arise from taking zoning code 
changes to referendum and agreed that all avenues of making businesses aware of the changes being 
made on Beta should be explored.  The Committee further agreed that the subject of marketing would 
be discussed in more detail at future meetings. 

 Mr. Saponaro suggested that the issue of permitted uses be brought to the Citizens Advisory 
Committee; they can provide a good pulse and can be a mouthpiece to the community.  Mr. Marrie 
agreed and invited Mr. Esborn to attend the next Citizens Advisory meeting in September to discuss 
this issue.  Mr. Hartt suggested that Mr. Esborn point out that the vacancy rate at Mt. Vernon has more 
than doubled since 2009.  Mayor Rinker added that Mt. Vernon is interested in putting in a coffee shop 
on the corner of SOM and Beta, but the corner would first need to be rezoned.  That is another 
question for the Citizens Advisory Committee—do we want to allow retail and restaurants as accessory 
uses?  Mr. Saponaro stated that if we want people to come to the Village on evenings and weekends, 
we need to have boutiques and restaurants to draw them. 
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700 Beta 

 Mr. Esborn reported that 700 Beta is seeking a parking setback variance due to the completion 
of the Conference Center and QED’s rapid expansion.  Mr. Esborn stated that a reduction of the 
parking setback is something the Village has been exploring anyway.  The Committee discussed the 
recent changes to the parking code and the Village’s policy regarding storm water management and 
pervious pavement.  The Committee further discussed establishment of a reduced setback policy that 
would apply to all properties on Beta if they meet certain storm water requirements.  The reduced 
setback might also result in property owners building additions onto their buildings. 

 The Committee discussed its function in relation to the function of P&Z.  Mr. Saponaro 
suggested that this Committee can simply vote and make recommendations to P&Z for approval.  Mr. 
Hartt stated that the 700 Beta parking variance issue is before the Board of Appeals.  If the Board of 
Appeals acts on the request, it will then go to P&Z for final site plan review.  The Committee agreed 
that this Committee should have a presence at Board of Appeals and P&Z meetings through Mr. Hartt 
and/or Mr. Esborn and that Mayor Rinker should prepare a memo explaining this Committee’s role. 

Town Center 

 Mr. Saponaro stated that he had a recent conversation with Jack Carney about utilizing the 
Kennedy property owned by the Village to alleviate the traffic problem that exists for Pizzazz.  Mayor 
Rinker advised that the Village had previously looked at shared parking and better ways to handle 
ingress and egress, but was unable to get any cohesion between the property owners.  With respect to 
using the Kennedy property, Mayor Rinker stated that this, too, is a zoning issue.  “Any property zoned 
‘residential’ that is utilized by adjacent commercial properties, effectively changes the zoning.  There 
needs to be appropriate separation between residential and commercial areas.”   

 Mr. Saponaro stressed that the problem at Pizzazz needs to be addressed.  Mayor Rinker 
advised that the Village acquired the Kennedy property for public benefit.  Whether it can be utilized in 
this manner is wholly dependent on the site design and ultimately zoning considerations. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m.  Because the Committee had not fully addressed all 
items on the agenda, the next meeting of the CEDC was scheduled for the following week--Tuesday, 
July 11 at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by  
Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration 
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