
White-tailed Deer Management for Municipalities in NE Ohio 
Workshop held Aug 21, 2017 in Peninsula, OH (Attended by Director of Admin, D. Wolgamuth) 

Sponsored by ODNR Division of Wildlife, Cuyahoga Valley National Park, Cleveland Metroparks, 

USDA Wildlife Services and Lake Erie Allegheny Partnership for Biodiversity 

 

Background 

Over the last 100 years, Ohio has gone from 80% forested landscape to 15%.  By 1900, due to 

loss of landscape through farming and hunting, Ohio’s deer population was “0”.  Farming and 

hunting has been reduced allowing that number to grow to .75 million in 2010. 

Suburbs provide areas of forest and field.  “Edge habitat” (the area between forest and urban 

areas) is where deer thrive.  Backyards provide food either through vegetable and flower 

gardens or people putting out food.  Deer move in and out of the urban areas at night.  They 

are more active during the winter season as food becomes less available in the forest.   

75% of fawns survive as they no longer have any natural predators in Ohio and hunting has 

become less prevalent.   

As deer density increases, so do complaints from residents.  Density that is considered normal 

or acceptable is 20 deer per square mile.  It is difficult to determine density as deer are 

constantly moving.  Aerial surveys at night using infrared cameras can be used to determine 

density, but that is a costly process.  It is easier to measure the impact of the deer population 

by reviewing deer collisions and keeping track of resident complaints (including time of year 

and location).  Watching for accident trends is important to determine changes in density. 

Methods of Control 

1) Birth Control.  Contraceptives are an option but work best in a closed population (where 

there is no animal migration).  Other downsides include an increase in sexual activity 

which can lead to more collisions with automobiles, cost is approximately $1,000 per 

deer, it is almost impossible to track which deer were treated, and treatment must be 

done every two years to maintain effectiveness. 

 

2) Trap and Relocate.  This method is not currently approved in Ohio for a variety of 

reasons.  It results in high deer mortality from the stress of the move, the deer can be 

confused after relocation making it more likely that they will jump into the road, they 

can spread disease and Ohio lacks sufficient release sites.  

 

3) Trap and Euthanize.  A permit is required from the State of Ohio for this method.  It is 

costly and is not recommended as a main option for control. 

 



4) Sharpshooting.  A permit is also required from the State for this method.  It works 

quickly and immediately reduces the deer population.  Equipment can be costly and 

there is additional cost to process the deer. 

 

5) Hunting.  Many municipalities issue permits and allow sportsmen to hunt to reduce the 

deer population.  Safety must be a main consideration in highly-populated areas.  The 

municipality must determine where they will allow hunting and determine the method 

allowed (gun v. bow).   

 

Creating a Deer Management Plan 

A Deer Management Plan must be approved by the State of Ohio Dept. of Wildlife.  Reports 

must be filed before and after culling.  Management Plans should identify the issues, refer to 

any current ordinances, define the survey technique, and define the evaluation technique.  

Hunting season begins in September.  Municipalities must plan ahead and have everything in 

place before the hunting season begins.   

 

Each year, the Metroparks culls deer in the North Chagrin Reservation.  The best approach may 

be for cities to work together to share the costs of training and equipment.   

 

Experience in Shaker Heights 

Shaker Heights started a culling program last year.  Created a Deer Task Force that decided on 

sharp shooting by their Police Dept. as their method.  They used cameras to locate the deer.  

Donate meat from culling to food bank.  Their initial resident survey showed that over 70% of 

residents were having difficulty with the deer.  Their automobile accidents were low.  They also 

checked on the # of deer being picked up by the animal warden.  They purchased sharpshooting 

equipment and trained their police staff.  They culled 40 deer in January.  Initial cost was 

$80,000; operating budget is $60,000, not including the cost of two Lieutenants’ time to 

oversee the program.  There are no grant programs available to assist with cost.  ODNR will 

provide expertise.   

 

Experience in Hudson 

Hudson has a hunting program only.  They allow hunting only in areas where there are five 

acres with no more than two residences.  In 2010, Hudson had 60 crashes and 102 deer picked 

up by animal warden.  Through this program, they have reduced that to 10 crashes and 35 deer 

picked up. 

 

Public Education 

Craft a clear message about the need to manage deer.  Emphasize the benefits.  Do it early.  

Keep repeating the same, consistent message.  Use a neutral spokesperson and the media to 

spread the message.  Also use your website and social media.  Create and post FAQs.  Follow-up 

through media to keep the public apprised. 



Sept 7 / Follow-up with Terry Robison, Director of Natural Resources for the Metroparks 
 
Mr. Robison advised that 37 deer were culled from the North Chagrin in each of the last two 
years.  He said that in 2009/2010, they took 64.  The number of deer they cull each year is 
determined by aerial infrared and population estimates provided by rangers.  He agreed that 
the culling program in the North Chagrin should be helping Mayfield Village keep the deer 
population under control.  I told him that we were reviewing accidents, pick-ups by the Animal 
Warden, and complaints received from residents.  He said that is exactly what we should be 
doing and the data will show if the problem is increasing and any action needs to be taken.   
 
Sept 7 / Conversation with Animal Warden 
 
Yesterday we received word from the Animal Warden that they picked up four dead deer over 
the past few days in MV that died from the EHD Virus.  This is a virus caused by gnats, or 
midges, that bite and infect the deer.  The virus does not affect humans or domestic pets.  The 
Animal Warden said that this happens every year and is worse every 5th year.  Last time it was 
bad was in 2012, so we can expect higher mortality this year.  Once we have a frost, the midges 
will die and it will be over.  An announcement and additional information was posted on the 
website and staff was informed to be ready to respond to calls from residents.   
 
Sept 25 / Conversation with Animal Warden  
 
I contacted the Animal Warden today and he confirmed that a large number of deer in the area 
have died from the EHD virus.  He could not provide firm numbers for MV, but said that the 
warm weather is keeping the virus active longer than anticipated.  
 
  
 


