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Mayfield Village  
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
October 22, 2012 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Monday, October 22, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Historic House, 606 SOM Center Road.  Chairman Brenda Bodnar presided. 

Present:  
Brenda Bodnar (Chairman)  Shirley Jay 
Lorry Nadeau    Steve Jerome 
Merv Singer    Carole Marrie 
Marilyn LaRiche-Goldstein   Sandy Batcheller     
Mary Singer    Bob Haycox     
Joan Catalano 

Absent:      
Kay Phillips 
Joe Doran  
 

Also Present:  

  Tom Marrie, Council Representative 
 Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration/Committee Secy. 

Tour of Historic House 

  Pat Negrelli welcomed the Committee to the Bennett-VanCuren Historic House and 
provided some background information on it and the Historical Society.  The Historical Society 
was formed in 1976 and obtained the House in 1987.  The House was built by Jacob Bennett in 
1847.  The VanCurens lived in it for 30 years, beginning in 1939.  In 1969, they sold it for 
commercial use and  it served as a beauty shop, a dentist’s office and a real estate office.  The 
Historical Society volunteers have worked for the past 20 years to restore the house.  Patsy 
Mills added that most of the artifacts in the house are unique and local.  Approximately 350 
third grade students tour the house each year as part of their school curriculum. 

  The Committee was split into two groups and taken on a one-hour tour of the house.  
When the tour was concluded, Mrs. Bodnar thanked the Historical Society volunteers for their 
hospitality and for the amazing tour.  She said that she definitely needed to come back again 
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with friends and family.  Mrs. LaRiche-Goldstein commented on the obvious dedication of the 
members to have accomplished so much.  The Committee members agreed and thanked the 
Historical Society members for hosting this meeting. 

Approval of Minutes 

  Mrs. Bodnar asked if everyone had reviewed the Minutes from the September 24, 2012 
meeting and if there were any changes.  There were none and the Minutes were approved as 
written. 

Council Report 

  Mr. Marrie provided the following report on recent Council activity: 

• The Senior Snow Plowing Program has approximately 225 participants—the same 
number as last year.  People who want to opt-out have until December 31st to do so. 

• Two new police cars and a new motorcycle are being purchased to replace old vehicles.  
The old vehicles will be sold and typically have strong re-sale value. 

• The Fireworks contract for this summer has been signed. 

• Leaf pickup is on-going. 

• The Village is seeking $1 million in funding to assist with sewer conversion.  We hope to 
be working on Eastgate and Meadowood in 2014 with the remainder of the 
neighborhood being done in 2015.  The Federal government is dictating that septic is no 
longer acceptable and these conversions must be done. 

• The Library construction is ahead of schedule due to great weather. 

• The Greenway Trail remains on schedule for construction next year. 

• Four to five new homes are being built in the Village on Seneca, Echo, SOM Court and 
Bonnieview. 

• The Committee formed to discuss programming at The Grove had their first meeting. 

 Steve Jerome, who is a member of The Grove Committee, stated that the first meeting 
went well.  The Mayor spoke and member Garry Regan related his experiences working at Cain 
Park in Cleveland Hts. 

 Mr. Marrie stated that very few places have an amenity like The Grove and that the 
Village was able to build it without spending much money.  The Village only paid for the final 
grading, topsoil and seeding.  The rest of the work was done for free by contractors seeking a 
place to deposit fill dirt.   
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 Ms. Wolgamuth stated that she was also at The Grove Committee meeting and her 
sense of the discussion was that the group was interested in keeping the events small-scale and 
community-based.  They might be able to offer some programming in the summer of 2013.   

 Ms. Batcheller asked about the current status of Fairmount as she had seen they are 
having financial difficulties.  Ms. Wolgamuth advised that they are doing well with their effort 
to raise money, but they may ultimately scale back on theatre productions.  Ms. Batcheller 
stated that she would like to see some different types of programming in the theatre.  Recently, 
County Executive Ed Fitzgerald and Representative Jack Schron spoke in Gates Mills.  She would 
like to see the Village sponsor this type of program. 

 The Committee discussed a recent mailing received from NOPEC.  Ms. Batcheller 
suggested that the Village let residents know that it remains a member of NOPEC.  Ms. 
Wolgamuth advised that there is information about NOPEC’s recent mailing on the home page 
of the Village’s website.  [See this link:   http://www.mayfieldvillage.com/2012/10/05/utility-
newsshould]. 

 Mrs. Bodnar stated that she would not be able to attend the next meeting on Nov. 26th 
and Steve Jerome agreed to act as Chair.   

 Mrs. Jay commented about a large bump in the road on SOM Center near Heinen’s.  Mr. 
Marrie said that he would ask the Service Director about it.  Mrs. Jay also stated that it is very 
difficult to pull out of the Center School drive onto SOM.  It gets very backed up by traffic. 

 Mrs. LaRiche-Goldstein asked about the dirt mounds in front of the Community Room.  
Ms. Wolgamuth explained that the dirt was piled up from the work on the parking lot.  The dirt 
will be used to fill in low areas and create landscaping mounds. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, 
November 26, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secretary 
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