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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
May 25, 2011 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Wednesday, May 25, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Council Representative Tom Marrie presided in 
Chairman Jim Mason’s absence. 

ROLL CALL 

Present:  
Tom Marrie   Council Representative  
Mary Singer 
Merv Singer 
Brenda Bodnar 
Sandy Batcheller 
Shirley Jay 
 

Absent: James Mason Chairman  
Bob Haycox 
Tom Piteo 
Joan Catalano 
Lorry Nadeau 
Jeff Schiemann 
Carole Marrie 
 Kay Phillips 
 

Also Present:  

 Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration/Committee Secy. 
Lt. Michael Girbino, Fire Marshal 
 

 Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Marrie asked if everyone had reviewed the Minutes of April 26, 2011, and if 
there were any comments or changes.  There were none and the Minutes were approved 
as written.   
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Presentation by Fire Marshal regarding Photoelectric Smoke Alarms 

 Mr. Marrie introduced Lt. Michael Girbino, the Mayfield Village Fire Marshall.  Lt. 
Girbino had previously made a presentation to Council regarding photoelectric smoke 
alarms and it was so compelling that Council recently passed legislation requiring that all 
new construction utilize this type of smoke alarm.  The Mayor and Council feel strongly 
that it is important to educate residents on the difference between this type of smoke 
alarm and the traditional smoke alarms that most people have.  Lt. Girbino is here today 
to help do that. 

 Lt. Girbino introduced himself and started with a video presentation that can be 
viewed at the Mayfield Village website at: 

www.mayfieldvillage.com/services/fire-department/fire-prevention-bureau/smoke-alarm-
facts-and-tips. 

 After the video presentation was completed, Lt. Girbino advised the Committee that 
while he does not want to recommend a specific brand of photoelectric smoke alarm, he 
prefers the wireless interconnected type.  Mrs. Bodnar asked how many people in the 
Village have photoelectric alarms.  Lt. Girbino advised that 90 to 95% of the people in the 
Village have ionization alarms.  He showed the Committee a sample photoelectric alarm 
that can be purchased locally that has a ten-year battery and explained that the wireless 
alarms requires more frequent battery replacement.   

 Lt. Girbino explained that the effectiveness of the photoelectric technology has a lot 
to do with the contents of homes and the change in materials used in homes today.  “Most 
people die of smoke inhalation and we want them to be warned as soon as possible.  The 
ionization alarm senses small particles of smoke.  The photoelectric alarm has an electric 
eye.  It literally looks for smoke.” 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked how we can help educate people.  Mr. Marrie stated that in 
addition to the new legislation and articles in the VOV, he would like to see a letter go to 
every household.  Lt. Girbino advised that there is a lot of information on the Village 
website.  The Committee indicated that they would be very interested in purchasing 
photoelectric alarms and discussed the possibility of the Village purchasing them in bulk 
and reselling them to residents.  Mr. Marrie stated that he was amazed by the video and 
how quickly the fire spread.  Mr. Singer asked if cooking will set off the photoelectric 
alarms and Lt. Girbino advised that it should not. 

 Mrs. Jay asked if the Fire Department was going to sell these alarms.  Mr. Marrie 
advised that this has not yet been decided and Lt. Girbino agreed to look into the 
possibility of bulk purchasing.   
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Memorial Day Update 

 Mary Singer reported that the programs are printed and everything is ready to go.  
She has 4,000 flags for placing at the graves and to pass out to everyone who attends.  
She is hoping for a large crowd.   

 Mrs. Jay reported that while she was attending an event at the Community Room, 
Donna Heath reminded everyone there about the Memorial Day event. 

Collection for Malachi House and Veterans 

 Mr. Marrie reported that we didn’t collect anywhere near the amount of items 
collected last year.  He will keep the collection going through Memorial Day.  Mr. Singer 
asked if Patsy Mills had approached the hotels this year and Mr. Marrie said he would find 
out.  Mrs. Singer stated that she sent a letter to Marcs but received nothing.  Mr. Marrie 
replied that sometimes the retailers just reach their budget for donations and they cannot 
do more. 

Council Update 

 Mr. Marrie reported on the following items being addressed by Council: 

• The smoke alarm ordinance has been passed and photoelectric alarms are now 
required for new construction. 

• The Library project continues to be on track.  The Library held their last public 
meeting and it was reported that people are looking for the inclusion of lots of glass 
and nature.  The Library should open in 2013 and will have many new amenities. 

• The Town Hall meeting on Monday evening went well although not many people 
attended.  The questions were good and people who attended got a lot out of it. 

 Mrs. Bodnar commented that it was nice to have a small group and that Finance 
Director Ron Wynne did a great job.  Mrs. Jay asked if any of the concerned citizens 
attended.  Mr. Marrie replied that there were two at the meeting.  Mrs. Bodnar said that 
her read is that they were happy with presentation and the answers to their questions.  
Mrs. Bodnar said that the presentation made it very clear where the money was coming 
from and what it was being spent on, including economic development.  Mr. Marrie 
commented that the current debt will be cut in half in the next several years. 

• Diane Wolgamuth has been promoted to the position of Director of Administration, 
a more appropriate title to cover what she has been doing for the last several 
years. 
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• Four police cars are being put out for bid. 

• The pool should open on schedule.  

• The roof on the Civic Center is going to be replaced. 

• The firing range will be rented out to other police departments.  Not sure if it will 
ever be open to citizens due to safety and insurance concerns. 

• Eunice Kalina was reappointed as Human Services Director through December 
2011. 

• The Village’s investment policy was updated. 

• The two air conditioning units on the Civic Center are leaking and will be replaced. 

• The intersection of SOM and Wilson Mills will soon be repaved by ODOT.  There is 
no firm date yet.  The Village will have to pay for 40-50 ft. of pavement going east. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised that the latest Voice of the Village included a Calendar of 
Events for May, June & July.  The next events are Cruise Night and the July 4th festivities.  
The volunteer schedule for Cruise Night was made available for any members who wished 
to help out at Cruise Night.  

Comments from the Committee 

 Mr. Singer stated that for the last several weeks the Village has been on his mind.  
He wrote down his thoughts about the Village and read the following statement to the 
Committee: 

I have lived in Mayfield Village for 26 years and have witnessed many 
improvements during that time.  We lost a golf course, but in doing that we 
gained Progressive.  To my knowledge, our Mayor, Bruce Rinker, had very good 
rapport with Progressive and that helped Mayfield Village immensely.  The 
Mayor and Council led the Village on a non-stop procession into making the 
Village into one of the best Cleveland suburbs. 

We now have a world-class swimming pool that our Villagers really enjoy (over 
7,000), a four-lane SOM Center Road that helps traffic move better, a first-class 
sports complex for baseball, soccer fields that keep soccer moms busy, and a 
new police station that was really needed.   

I am sure all of you here realize what I just stated to be true, and I want you to 
realize that being here and belonging to this Citizens Advisory Committee 
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makes us all concerned citizens.  And as concerned citizens, we are helping 
Mayfield Village improve and advance in an upbeat way.  I certainly approve of 
concerned citizens.  It’s a plus factor for the community, but in this Village we 
seem to have concerned citizens with a negative agenda.  They don’t have 
confidence in our Mayor or Council--the same Mayor and Council that has made 
Mayfield Village the suburb that is a great place to live and raise our families. 

Concerned citizens, join us with positive thoughts about making Mayfield Village 
even better than it is today. 

Thank you. 

 Mr. Marrie thanked Mr. Singer for his thoughts and said that he appreciated the 
sentiment.  Mr. Marrie agreed that Mayfield Village is a great place to live.  The 
Committee members also thanked Mr. Singer and suggested that his statement be 
included in the next issue of the Voice of the Village. 

 Mrs. Jay advised that she was approached by someone who inquired if the Village 
could help her neighbor who could not afford gutters.  Mr. Marrie stated that the Village 
cannot put gutters on a residential property.  Mrs. Bodnar asked if there were any special 
programs available to help in such situations.  Mrs. Wolgamuth advised that she would 
check with the Service Director and Building Commissioner. 

 Mrs. Bodnar stated that she appreciated Mr. Singer’s comments and agreed that 
moving forward in a positive direction is good.  Mr. Singer asked how long Mrs. Bodnar 
has lived in the Village.  She replied that she has been here for ten years. Mr. Singer 
stated that she has not been here to see all the changes. 

 Mrs. Jay stated that she liked what Mr. Singer had to say about trusting the Mayor 
and Council. 

 Mrs. Batcheller stated that many street lights remain out on Wilson Mills from the 
corner going East.  It is particularly dark around the curve.   

 Mrs. Bodnar commented that there are still many mailboxes that need to be 
repaired from winter damage. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. The final meeting before the summer 
break is scheduled on Wednesday, June 22. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Diane Wolgamuth. 
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