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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
October 24, 2011 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Monday, October 24, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman Brenda Bodnar presided. 

Present:  
Brenda Bodnar Chairman  
Patsy Mills   Council Representative  
Mary Singer 
Merv Singer 
Shirley Jay 
Joan Catalano 
Bob Haycox 
 

Absent: Tom Piteo 
Lorry Nadeau 
Jeff Schiemann  
Carole Marrie 
Kay Phillips 
Sandy Batcheller 
 
 

Also Present: Diane Wolgamuth, Director of Administration/Committee Secy. 
 John Marrelli, Building Commissioner 

 Mrs. Bodnar welcomed Patsy Mills and John Marrelli to the meeting.  Mrs. Mills 
stated that Mr. Marrie asked her to cover for him as he is out of town. 

Home Winterization – John Marrelli, Building Commissioner 

 Mr. Marrelli provided the Committee with an article he found on the internet 
regarding ten steps to help prepare your home for winter.  (A copy is attached to these 
Minutes and can be found at www.homebuying.about.com).  Mr. Marrelli reviewed the 
steps with the Committee. He stressed the following: 

• Furnaces, hot water tanks and chimneys should be checked every year; 

• If your home has a crawl space rather than a basement, it should be opened for the 
winter; 
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• Gutters should be cleared of leaves to prevent ice from backing into the roof 
shingles and ultimately into the house; and 

• Pipes to outdoor faucets should be drained. 

 Mr. Marrelli advised that smoke detectors are only guaranteed for ten years and 
should be replaced after that period of time.  He also discussed being prepared for 
emergencies including having sufficient food and water, a battery backup on sump pumps 
and a generator powerful enough to keep the furnace working. 

 Mr. Marrelli distributed a flyer from Dominion Gas regarding an offer for a home 
energy audit for $50.00.  The flyer also outlines rebates that are available for energy 
improvements.  Mr. Marrelli stated that he believes it is a good idea to have an expert 
come in to perform the heat loss tests.  “Even if you don’t do anything, it’s good to know.” 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked that the information provided be posted on the Village website 
and suggested that the Village encourage residents to find out if contractors are 
registered with the Village before hiring them. 

 Mr. Marrelli provided information on the County’s Housing Rehabilitation Loan 
Program and described that people over the age of 62 can qualify for deferred loans for 
home improvements.  Additional information and terms are available on the County’s 
website at www.development.cuyahogacounty.us/en-US/housing-rehabilitation-loan.aspx. 

 Mrs. Jay stated that she is interested in having her downspouts disconnected and 
asked Mr. Marrelli what type of contractor does that kind of work.  Mr. Marrelli suggested 
that she call a handyman or a gutter installation company. 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked Mr. Marrelli about advertising signs.  She stated that she saw 
signs advertising snow plowing services on public property one day last week and in the 
morning they were gone.  Mr. Marrelli responded that the signs were gone because the 
Village removed them.  Contractors are only permitted to post signs if they are working 
on a property.  Mr. Marrelli is currently working on a uniform policy for temporary 
business signage. 

Homeowners Associations 

 Ms. Wolgamuth provided the Committee with a list of current Village Homeowners 
Associations and a map of the Village on which she highlighted the streets covered by 
each Association.  The Committee noted that many streets in the Village are not currently 
covered by an Association.  Ms. Wolgamuth described that while homeowners groups are 
private entities and separate from the Village, they can provide an effective way for the 
Village to communicate with residents.  In addition, Homeowners Associations can assist 
with entryways, common areas and overall neighborhood beautification.  Historically, if an 
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Association approaches the Village with an idea for an improvement in their neighborhood, 
the Village has been willing to contribute funds and labor to assist with the project.  The 
Village is also willing to help facilitate neighborhood parties and garage sales by providing 
tables, chairs, road barriers, etc.  Ms. Wolgamuth stated that, unfortunately, many of the 
Village’s associations are not currently active and do not take advantage of these 
opportunities.   

 Ms. Wolgamuth related that Mayor Rinker believes that active homeowners 
associations are important to the community, he welcomes collaboration with them, and 
while the Village can be supportive and encourage participation, it is not the Village’s 
place to drive this effort.  Ms. Wolgamuth stated that when she and Mrs. Bodnor discussed 
the agenda for this Committee, Ms. Wolgamuth suggested that this issue be discussed to 
see if the Committee had any interest in spearheading an effort to encourage resident 
involvement. 

 Mrs. Bodnar stated that she believes homeowners associations provide good 
opportunities and help to get residents to work toward maintaining their neighborhood 
and homes.  She believes it is a good idea to build up the membership of the current 
associations and try to help form associations in areas that aren’t covered.  Mr. Haycox 
agreed that associations are a good idea and described the activities typically undertaken 
by his neighborhood association in Aintree North.   

 Mrs. Bodnar suggested that the Committee prepare a mailing to get started.  Mrs. 
Singer stated that there is more involved to having a Homeowners Association than just 
getting residents to join.  Mrs. Mills agreed and stated that the Kenwood, Hanover and 
Aintree North Associations are chartered.  Kenwood has annual meetings and Mayor 
Rinker always attends as a guest speaker.  Mrs. Mills stated that attendance is not always 
very high and it is difficult to get people to come out.  She added that several members of 
the Kenwood Association put up flower baskets, flags and wreaths in the neighborhood 
and the Village reimburses the Association up to $500.00.  

 Mrs. Bodnar stated that she did not know the Village would make that kind of 
contribution and that residents should be made aware.  Mrs. Bodnar will try to get copies 
of several Association Charters.  Mrs. Mills stated that deed restrictions were placed on 
some properties in the Village when developments were formed.  She added that older 
areas never had a need and in other areas, houses were built individually and were not 
part of a development. 

 Mrs. Jay stated that the Worton Park Association tried to include Ridgebury and 
Lander, but that the neighborhoods didn’t connect well and they don’t try any more.  Ms. 
Wolgamuth advised that the Worton Park Association is currently without a President and 
does not appear to be active. 
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 Mr. Haycox stated that the Aintree North Association charged $30.00 per year for 
dues.  The dues are voluntary and pay for tree pruning, flower beds, etc.  Mrs. Mills stated 
that Kenwood’s dues are $15.00 per year. 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked the Committee if they were interested in setting up a meeting or 
working on a mailing.  Mr. Marrelli offered that it would be important to illustrate the 
advantages to being a part of an Association and suggested that another benefit is that 
one person can come to city hall with a message or complaint on behalf of the whole 
Association. 

 Mrs. Bodnar stated that she will work on a flyer and get copies of the Charters.  
Mrs. Mills suggested that Mrs. Bodnar focus on the subject for the next issue of the VOV.  
Mrs. Catalano stated that 10 or 15 years ago, someone tried to organize her 
neighborhood, but there seemed to be no reason for it and it never happened. 

 Mrs. Bodnar mentioned that several houses in her neighborhood are very run down.  
Mr. Haycox stated that his Association provides a directory with everyone’s names and 
telephone numbers.  He will get a copy of the current directory to Ms. Wolgamuth. 

Council Update 

 Mrs. Mills reported on the following items being addressed by Council: 

• The Village hired a new full-time patrol officer, John Argie.  Officer Argie has been 
with the Village for 6 years as a part-time officer. 

• Repairs and an upgrade are being made to the traffic system at SOM and Wilson 
Mills.   

• There is an article in the upcoming VOV regarding flooding issues.  Doug has been 
meeting with the County and the Service Department is doing their best to help 
people who have been affected by flooding. 

• Election Day is approaching.  All Wards vote at the Community Room. 

• Shred Day only drew about 29 residents and one ton of paper.  The Records 
Commission is considering holding the event only once per year in the spring. 

• The U.S. Deputy Secretary of Labor visited QED on Beta Drive last week.  This 
company has gone from 3 to 81 employees over the last several years. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth distributed the Calendar of Events that will appear in the next VOV 
with events from November through January. 
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 Also, Fairmount is presenting a production called “A Little Night Music” from 
October 27 to November 13.  Shows are Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. 
and Sundays at 2:00 p.m. 

 The Police Department is sponsoring a Prescription Drug Drop Off at the Police 
Department on Saturday, Oct 29 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

 

 Mrs. Bodnar asked if the November meeting could be moved.  The Committee 
agreed that the next meeting would be scheduled for Monday, November 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Diane Wolgamuth. 
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