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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
October 12, 2010 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, October 12, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Joanne Cinco Council Representative  
Bob Haycox  

Kay Phillips 
Lorry Nadeau  
Jeffrey Schiemann 
Thomas Piteo 
Joan Catalano 
Mary Singer  
Merv Singer   
 

Absent:  
Jeff DeMuth 
Carole Marrie 
Shirley Jay 
Sandy Batcheller 
Art Goldstein 

Also Present: Doug Metzung Service Director 
Diane Wolgamuth Administrator/Committee Secy. 

 

Introduction/Approval of Minutes 

 Chairman Jim Mason opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  He asked the Committee if 
they had reviewed the Minutes from September 13, 2010, and if there were any 
comments or changes.  There were none and the Minutes were approved as written. 

 Mr. Mason introduced David Hartt.  Mr. Hartt was involved with development of the 
2020 Vision Plan and he is here to get us up to speed with what is happening.  The Village 
has been fortunate to be able to hire Mr. Hartt on a consulting basis. 
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 Mr. Hartt reviewed his background with the Committee.  He has been providing 
planning services for over 40 years.  He has worked on an ad hoc basis for the Village 
since the 1990s and last year was put on retainer to work as the Village Planner and work 
with Ted Esborn, the Village’s Economic Development Coordinator. 

 Mr. Hartt described the 2020 Vision Plan as the Village’s comprehensive plan.  It 
only establishes goals; it does not change property rights.  It essentially provides a 
blueprint and guidance for the community when considering the merits of changing 
zoning.  Currently, any zoning changes are required to go to referendum.  Mr. Hartt 
explained that a community does not have to have a comprehensive plan to have zoning.  
The 2020 Vision Plan was recommended by the Planning & Zoning Commission and was 
adopted by Council.  These steps give the Plan more weight.  Although the 2020 Vision is 
the only officially “adopted” document, there are additional documents that are part of the 
overall plan, like the Town Center supplemental study performed by City Architecture. 

 Mr. Hartt stated that he believes that the key for built communities as they get 
older is to remain competitive in the marketplace.  This is a constant issue for most 
communities as they need to worry about the supply of existing facilities exceeding 
demand. 

 Mr. Mason asked if Mr. Hartt could see life coming back into the City of Cleveland 
with the lack of retail in the core city.  Mr. Hartt said that yes, he could, as there is a shift 
going on due to environmental consideration and a lack of desire to commute.  He 
believes the desire to preserve the built environment is driving investment and there is a 
dramatic shift to walkable, mixed-use environments.  This was part of the Village’s 2020 
Vision Plan years ago, but it is even more important now. 

 Mr. Singer asked how Mayfield Village can be competitive.  Mr. Hartt stated that 
Mayfield Village is old, but not really.  Industrial buildings are built differently today than 
they were in the 1950s and 1960s.  Ceiling heights and column spacing has changed.  It is 
difficult for Beta to remain competitive when there are lots of newer buildings around.  
The housing in the Village is the same. 

 Mr. Schiemann commented that there is currently no incentive to spend time in the 
Town Center.  He and his family may go out to eat in the Village, but there is nothing to 
do afterward.  Mr. Hartt agreed that the Town Center is a single use place compared to a 
suburban shopping center that offers choices and multiple destinations.  The 2020 Plan 
looked at what housing is needed due to demographic shifts.  It also looked at how to 
diversify the tax base.   

 Mr. Hartt asked the rhetorical question:  Did you look for a house because it is in 
Mayfield Village or did it just happen to be in Mayfield Village?  That is an important 
question to answer as the Village tries to differentiate itself from other communities.  Mr. 
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Hartt stated that more and more he believes that the Village’s distinguishing features are 
becoming the trail system, public facilities along the trail and proximity to the Metroparks. 

 Mr. Mason asked how that would be measured.  Mr. Piteo offered that the trail 
differentiates Mayfield Village from Mayfield Heights and Pepper Pike.  He specifically 
wanted to move to the Village.  Mr. Piteo said that the schools are also a big factor.  Mr. 
Schiemann stated that he believes the Village’s homeowners associations differentiate us. 

 Mr. Hartt stated that if you look at the Wall Street Journal article in your materials, 
(a copy is attached) the Village has many qualities that people desire.  To measure 
accurately, exhaustive surveys would have to be done. 

 Mrs. Cinco stated that many residents have been here a long time; there is a 
reason that they stay.   

 Mr. Hartt stated that Parkledge was built to address a changing demographic.  
Unfortunately, the homes are large and expensive.  There is a strong resistance in the 
Village to apartments.  We need to find a way to build smaller town houses, low enough in 
price to meet down-sizing objectives. 

 Mr. Haycox asked how the proposed Charter amendments will impact development.  
Mr. Mason stated that people feel they are being disenfranchised, but there was no 
intention by the Commission to do that.  They felt the elected officials could carry the 
process and that development was being impeded. 

 Mr. Hartt responded that he wholeheartedly supports the amendment, but 
understands that it is difficult for people to give up decision-making authority.  He feels 
that public officials are elected to deliberate on all these things.  Developers, businesses, 
and investors are looking for the fewest impediments.  If all other things are equal and 
there is referendum zoning, they will avoid coming here.  The Village is looking at Beta to 
increase building heights and expand uses.  One of the objectives of the 2020 Plan was to 
reevaluate standards.  So far, that has not been accomplished. 

 Mr. Schiemann stated that the people opposed to the Charter amendment have no 
justifiable basis other than a knee-jerk reaction.  Mr. Hartt agreed, stating that it is 
fundamental that communities recognize that change is warranted.  When things go to a 
vote, there is a huge resistance to change. 

 Mr. Hartt explained that Ted Esborn is working on keeping existing businesses 
happy and nurturing new business.  The vacancy on Beta is substantially less than it was 
in 2003.  He explained further that the Village’s conditional use standard is very open-
ended which results in no predictability for the Village, investors or business owners. 



Citizens Advisory Minutes 
Oct 12, 2010 
Page 4 
 

 
 

 Mr. Hartt continued with his presentation, explaining that as the Village looked to 
redevelop the Town Center, a question was raised about its feasibility.  After looking at 
the plan more closely, it appears that the Village would receive less income tax revenue 
and it would require substantial Village investment, so the larger plan has been shelved 
for now.  Things will have to happen incrementally.  At the time of the 2020 Plan, the trail 
system was viewed as something that residents desired as well as more recreational 
facilities. 

 Mr. Schiemann asked Mr. Hartt his opinion of the proposed Library location.  Mr. 
Hartt responded that he thinks it is fine.  He stated that it may have been better at the 
corner of SOM and Wilson Mills, but it won’t fit there.  He believes the proposed location 
reinforces the trail concept.  The Library is currently in the process of selecting architects.  
The key is to see how the design is integrated.  Mr. Metzung added that it is his 
understanding that the Library sees this location as a unique opportunity to create a very 
different type of facility.  Mr. Hartt agreed. 

Council Report  

 Mrs. Cinco attended tonight’s meeting on behalf of Mr. Marrie.  She reported that 
the Library is holding a public meeting on November 9th in the Community Room to get 
input on what people would like to see.  Mrs. Cinco also reported that the Police Station is 
coming along nicely.  Mr. Mason suggested that perhaps this Committee could hold a 
future meeting at the new Police Station. 

 Mr. Metzung stated that leaf pickup is starting on Monday.  Service is also planning 
to plant 25 to 30 new trees along SOM Center.  He explained that the original trees were 
planted improperly and the Village did not pay for them. 

 Mrs. Cinco stated that she asked Mr. Metzung to have signs made to alert people 
when trash pickup is changed due to a holiday.  She also suggested that garbage 
collection holidays continue to be included in the Voice of the Village.  Mr. Schiemann 
suggested that recycling be a topic at an upcoming meeting. 

Town Hall Meetings re: Village Finances 

 Mr. Mason stated that the Village held two very good meetings on finances.  A good 
overview was provided and those who attended were fully informed.  Mr. Mason 
mentioned that Pepper Pike’s tax increase failed and Willoughby Hills is seeking an 
increase to 2%. 

 Mrs. Nadeau mentioned that she thought Paul Fikaris did a very good job at the 
Charter Review meeting.  She thought he was very thoughtful and sends kudos to him.   
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 Mr. Piteo stated that he really liked Mr. Hartt’s presentation this evening.  He 
believes the Village is very forward thinking and has a unique opportunity with the trails 
and the Library.  He is also supportive of the proposed Charter amendments.  Mr. Mason 
replied that the Commission has taken a lot of heat.  Mr. Piteo stated that without 
opposition there wouldn’t be progress. 

 Mr. Schiemann stated that he heard Deacon’s is interested in bringing a Dodge 
franchise to the Village.  This would require substantial redevelopment at their site.  He 
believes this could have been a good spot for the Library, but it is too late. 

Upcoming Village Events 

 Ms. Wolgamuth advised the Committee that the Mayor’s Voice of the Village article 
regarding the Library is in their materials as well as a calendar of upcoming events.  The 
VOV is at the printer and should be mailed by next week 

 The next meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee will be held on November 
16, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.  

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secy.   
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