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Mayfield Village 
Citizens Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
March 2, 2010 

 The Citizens Advisory Committee met on Tuesday, March 2, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Mayfield Village Civic Center.  Chairman James Mason presided. 

ROLL CALL 

Present: James Mason Chairman 
Tom Marrie  Council Representative  
Sandy Batcheller 
Joan Catalano 
Carole Marrie 
Mary Singer 
Shirley Jay 

Absent: Kay Phillips 
Art Goldstein 
Bob Haycox 
Jeff DeMuth 
Laurie Nadeau 
Jeffrey Schiemann  
Merv Singer 
 

Also Present: Doug Metzung Service Director 
Ron Wynne  Finance Director 
Diane Wolgamuth Administrator/Committee Secy. 
Jeff Thomas  Executive Assistant 

Review of Mayfield Village Website 

 Mr. Mason opened the meeting.  Since Jeff Thomas had come to the meeting to 
review the new website with the Committee and was ready to begin, Mr. Mason suggested 
that this agenda item be taken first.  Mr. Thomas walked the Committee through the 
website showing them the information that is now available on line, including minutes of 
meetings, departmental contact information, services, etc.  Mr. Thomas showed the 
Committee that their current project regarding donations for Malachi House and Veterans 
Hospital was posted on the home page of the website with a link to the list of items being 
accepted.  The Committee was encouraged to take some time to review the site on their 
own and to provide materials for posting on the site as needed.  The Committee 
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commended Mr. Thomas for his work on the website and thanked him for coming in to 
review it with them. 

Approval of Minutes 

 Mr. Mason asked if the Committee had any changes to the meeting minutes from 
January 28, 2010.  There were no changes and the Committee approved the Minutes as 
written. 

Election of Chair 

 Mr. Mason apologized for failing to elect a new chairperson at the last meeting.  
Sandy Batcheller nominated Mr. Mason.  The Committee members agreed that Mr. Mason 
has done a wonderful job and he was re-elected as the Chair for 2010. 

Village Finances & Income Tax Increase 

 Finance Director Ron Wynne provided an update to the Committee regarding the 
proposed income tax increase.  He advised that the Voice of the Village was being mailed 
in the coming week and that the Mayor’s article focused on finances.  Mr. Wynne passed 
out the updated flyer that is being mailed to residents.  He explained that four Ward Town 
Hall meetings have been scheduled.  Ms. Wolgamuth advised the Committee that changes 
have been made to the flyer based on their comments at the last meeting and asked for 
their reactions.  

 Mr. Marrie commented that the proposed tax increase has Council’s support and 
that all the associates of the Village have taken a step back on wages.  He believes the pie 
chart showing that most of the tax increase will be funded by non-residents is very 
important.   

Mr. Mason asked where the money goes if someone is working for an employer in 
Cleveland.  Mr. Wynne explained that in that situation, the 2% local withholding goes to 
the City of Cleveland.  The proposed tax increase would not alter that situation as the 
Village gives a 100% tax credit.  That employee would pay no additional tax and all the 
money would continue to go to Cleveland. 

Mr. Metzung described his situation as a resident of Mentor.  The Village currently 
withholds 1.5%, but he pays an additional 0.5% to Mentor.  If the proposed increase 
passes, that additional 0.5% would come to the Village.  

Mr. Mason commented that Willoughby Hills was seeking an increase but they have 
pulled back.  Mrs. Catalano stated that her daughter lives in a township where there is a 
0% tax and she works at Progressive.  The proposed increase would affect her.  Mr. 
Metzung responded that the Village provides services to the people who come into the 
community to work. 
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 Mr. Marrie stated that he believes there is an anti-tax sentiment right now.  We 
have to make sure that people understand that residents are not paying for this.   

Mr. Wynne stated that American Greetings has been in the newspaper and people 
may be concerned about losing businesses.  Mr. Wynne has been trying to contact 
Progressive to advise them of the proposed tax increase.  From a corporate standpoint, 
Progressive will feel no impact as they are exempt from local taxes.  Their employees, 
however, will be affected. 

Mr. Marrie stated that all of this should be discussed at the Town Hall meetings.  
Different situations should be described.  Mr. Mason stated that he thinks it is important 
that this be communicated to the local businesses.   

The Committee discussed the flyer and suggested some specific changes that they 
thought would make the flyer more effective. 

Mr. Marrie stated that the Mayor believes that this Committee is important and is 
counting on them to get the word out.  Mr. Mason stated that it is tough to get people to 
come out to vote for a tax increase.  Mr. Marrie agreed people will vote against it even if 
they are not affected.  Mr. Mason stated that primaries don’t get much voter turnout. 

Mrs. Jay asked who will be attending the meetings on behalf of the Village.  Mr. 
Marrie responded that Council and Administration will be there. 

Miscellaneous Items. 

 Ms. Batcheller reported that she has experienced some difficulties with the snow 
plower at her house, but everything else is going well.  She advised that the 8th graders 
will be moving back to the middle school in 2011. 

 Mrs. Marrie reported that the Village and the Beautification Committee are planning 
to plant a tree for Arbor Day at Mayfield Union Cemetery.   

 Mrs. Catalano commented that the snow plowing program has been much better 
than last year.   

 Mr. Marrie stated that he is worried about the financial situation.  There are 
currently no major projects going on except the building of the Police Station.  He thanked 
the Committee for their input and time.  Mr. Marrie also stated that the Service 
Department has been doing an outstanding job this year with snow removal.  Mr. Metzung 
agreed that the Service employees really do deserve to be commended.  They have been 
working without the benefit of overtime and the part-time employees’ hours have been 
cut.  They did not want to work shifts so they have managed to cover everything without 
the need to change hours. 
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 Mr. Mason asked about street repair.  Mr. Metzung replied that Service will be 
patching with asphalt as it is more cost effective to do an overlay.   

 Mr. Mason stated that he has an all-electric home.  He moved here in 1981 when 
there was a moratorium on natural gas.  Now that the energy discounts have been 
removed, his neighbor’s electric bill went up to $750 last month.  Mr. Metzung advised 
that he will look into whether there is natural gas available in Mr. Mason’s neighborhood. 

 Mr. Mason stated that the Mayor has given him some information about a resident 
named Tom Piteo who is interested in joining a Village Committee.  Mr. Mason stated that 
Mr. Piteo is in the construction industry and, from the information he reviewed, he thinks 
Mr. Piteo is over-qualified and might be better suited to another Committee. 

 Mr. Mason reported that he is on the Charter Review Commission and they are 
meeting again.  They convene every five years; they are going to try to change it to every 
ten years.  They will seek input from Council and Administration. 

 Mrs. Singer reported that on May 29th, flags will be placed on graves at Whitehaven 
Memorial Park beginning at 9:30 a.m.  Services at Whitehaven will be on May 30 at 1:00 
p.m.  She does not yet know who will be speaking this year.  The woman who spoke last 
year is interested in coming back, but Mrs. Singer would like to get an additional speaker.   

 Mr. Marrie reported that he asked a reporter for the Sun Messenger to discuss the 
donation program for Malachi House and Veterans Hospital in the paper.  Mrs. Singer 
reported that she went to various stores seeking donations. 

 Mrs. Marrie stated that she wanted to mention that she thinks the sidewalk plowing 
that is done by the Service Department is great.  Mrs. Jay agreed. 

 Ms. Wolgamuth expressed her appreciation to the Committee members for their 
assistance with the informational mailing regarding the tax increase.  Their comments and 
suggestions have been a great help in refining and finalizing the flyer. 

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

The next meeting of the Citizens Advisory Committee was scheduled for Tuesday, 
April 6, 2010.    
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diane Wolgamuth, Committee Secy.   
 


