
Citizen’s Advisory Committee 7:00 p.m.  
Mayfield Village Civic Center 

January 27, 2009 - Minutes 
 

Attendance: Jim Mason, Jeff DeMuth, Lorry Nadeau, Mary Singer, Merv Singer, Kay Phillips, Carole Marrie, 
Shirley Jay, Tom Marrie (Council), & Jeff Thomas (Administration) *Sandy Batcheller at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Also Present: Bill Thomas (Recreation Director)  
 

• Jim Mason opened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. by introducing the members to Bill Thomas and also 
reminded everyone on the committee if they knew anyone who would be interested in attending a 
meeting to invite them. 
 

• Bill Thomas introduces himself. Told everyone this is the start of his 11th year here at Mayfield Village 
and this is the first time he had to do budgeting for his programs. We’ve been looking at several ways to 
minimize the budget and closing Parkview Pool a week earlier is one of the options.  
 

• Attached to the agenda was a handout from Bill Thomas breaking down the cost of operating Parkview 
Pool for that week.  
 

• Last year the pool closed on Labor Day and if we were to stay open until Labor Day this year it would 
be an additional 6 days. The cost to operate the pool during those six days is $25,077 (conservative 
estimate). During this week the pool is only open from 3 p.m. – 7 p.m. during the week and on 
weekends. So Bill Thomas recommends closing on August 25th. (First day of school is August 26th) 
 

• Merv Singer asked if it would just be possible to open on the weekends. 
 

• Bill Thomas said he would still have to have all the maintenance, electricity, water, gas, chemicals, etc 
being taken care of during the week so it is usable for the weekend. So it would still cost the same.  
 

• The Recreation Board discussed this and they were all in agreement that it was the best thing to do.  
 

• Mayfield Heights asked us what we were doing as well and they were looking into closing around the 
same time. 
 

• Jeff DeMuth asked about the use of the pool. Has the number of users gone up since 2002? 
 

• Bill Thomas said it depended on the season and how the weather was. He also said that we have opened 
up to Progressive families not just the Progressive employee. 
 

• We did also get a lot of non-resident use this year. Part of that could have been from Lyndhurst charging 
the same fee for residents and non-residents. At an earlier Recreation Board meeting we decided to raise 
our prices for non-residents.  
 

• Councilman Marrie wanted to make sure everyone knew that no municipal pool ever makes money. 
 

• Jim Mason asked about the parties and renting out of the facility, if that brought in any extra money. 
 

• Both Bill Thomas and Councilman Marrie said a minimal cost. 
 



• Jim Mason said that he thought it was a good money saving measure but that the residents and other 
users of the pool should be informed of the closing in a good way.  
 

• Councilman Marrie said that no matter how you communicate it to everyone, you will always get some 
people that complain. But yes, we always try to relay information the best way possible.  
 

• Bill Thomas said that other committees and residents he has talked to about this has been giving him a 
lot of positive feedback and he has even talked to the High School about being able to use the indoor 
pool for lap swimmers that week if necessary. 
 

• Merv Singer asked if this was only going to be for this year. 
 

• Bill Thomas said it depends…we will see what the budget looks like next year.  
 

• Shirley Jay gave Bill Thomas the Committee’s approval. 
 

• Jim Mason asked if anything else would be affected.  
 

• Bill Thomas said small stuff and we are working on our budget now.  
 

• Jim Mason said he appreciates Bill Thomas coming here and gives him our 100% support.  
 

• Bill Thomas thanked the committee for their time and also wanted to add that Danielle has been with 
him for the past ten years he is so thankful for his staff. Sean Supler has also been a great addition to the 
Recreation Department.  
 

• Bill Thomas left the meeting at 7:45 p.m.  
 

• Jim Mason asked before we get to the agenda in a true democratic fashion would anyone like to 
nominate anyone to be Chairman for this year? 
 

• Everyone nominated Jim Mason at once. Jim mason is the Chairman for the Citizen’s Advisory 
Committee. 
 

• Jim reminded everyone that the committee usually meets once a month then takes a break around 
summer and during the holidays. Everyone agreed on the schedule.  
 

• Jim asked if anyone had any suggestions for the committee to get involved in.  
 

• Kay Phillips said that there are a lot of creeks/ravines that get filled with debris and trash and maybe we 
should have a clean up day. 
 

• Councilman Marrie thought we should discuss the idea of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee. He said 
that when the Committee was formed that Mayor Carmen intended for the Committee to be a 
representation of their neighbors. To inform them of meetings and happenings in the Village. To get 
some feedback from the neighbors and bring to the attention of the Committee to see if they couldn’t 
relate it to the appropriate party.  
 

• Jeff DeMuth said he was walking his daughter through the tunnel located by Parkview Pool and saw 
some graffiti on the inside of the tunnels with profanity on it. He said this type of stuff should be taken 



down immediately. If you leave it up the people responsible for doing the graffiti win.  
 

• Jeff DeMuth suggested maybe having the tunnels patrolled by our Police Department because it is a 
security issue. Kids walk through them and you never know who is in them. Jeff said he was out running 
one morning at 5:10 and was by the tunnel by Fisher’s Tavern and saw two teens sleeping in there with 
bicycles. They said something to me and when I said something back they left.  
 

• Tom Marrie asked if he reported that to the Police Department. 
 

• Jeff said no and he should know better since he is a police officer himself. He did however see one our 
patrolman a couple days later and told him about what happened. And noticed more cars out patrolling 
the next day.  
 

• Councilman Marrie said we should all always report something when we see it to get it taken care of. 
 

• Sandy Batcheller commented on the snow plowing program this year. She said they have had great 
service so far this year and it is a big improvement from last year.  
 

• Sandy also commented about the curve that is on Wilson Mills Road right past the dealership. It is a 
very dangerous curve, especially when there is snow on the road and it gets a little narrower. Suggested 
maybe putting those bumps/reflectors on the center line so cars know where they are.  
 

• Councilman Marrie suggested that maybe we talk to Chief Dearden and go from there. 
 

• Lorry Nadeau just had a comment about her neighborhood. She lives on Robley Lane. She said over the 
holidays one of the houses had a big party and there were cars parked all over the place. Lorry said at 
about 2:30 a.m. when people started to leave, half of them couldn’t even walk and she even saw one 
person urinating in the front yards. Lorry called the Police but the time they got out there that group had 
left.  
 

• Between 2:30 a.m. and 4:30 a.m. people were still coming and going and making noise throughout the 
night. She thought the Police Department would come around and check that area frequently but she 
never saw them again.  
 

• Lorry asked the Chief why no one came back around. Chief Dearden said it depends on the night. If 
there is something going on at I-271 they need to be there and can’t be everywhere.  
 

• Lorry asked how we can communicate to the residents about Village Ordinances, overnight parking, 
noise disturbances, etc.  
 

• Jeff DeMuth said maybe we do a nuisance order. So many times a month/week or some set timeframe, if 
Police is dispatched to the residence, the resident gets a bill. He says people start to listen if they have to 
pay. 
 

• Councilman Marrie said we should be coming to a decision on the gas/oil wells in February. Council 
proposed two Ordinances, one for non-drilling and one drilling on Mayfield Village properties. We are 
looking at setting up some type of rules for negotiations as opposed to free range. This would just give 
the Mayor the right to negotiate; it doesn’t mean he is entering into a contract.  
 

• Councilman Marrie then talked briefly about some of the new businesses coming to Beta Drive. We are 
going to be installing a Fiber ring around that area to attract companies. Panzica was the first to come to 



us offering a partnership. We joined into a partnership with them and invested $50,000 and in just four 
years we got back $130,000 in taxes from just one company. 
 

• One of the companies that came in started with 4 people and now has over 40+ people in just the past 
four years, amazing growth rate.  
 

• We are creating an Innovation Zone.  
 

• Councilman Marrie talked about the Police Station. It was looking to be really expensive and over 
budget, that is why it has been on hold. You will hear some more on it shortly and even possibly in a 
new location.  
 

• Carole Marrie says she hears a lot of complaints about damaged fences, the rails and posts. Also 
driveways that are all tore up and unsightly.  
 

• Jeff Thomas said he would talk with our Building Inspector and see what could be done.  
 

• Shirley also commented on a great job the snow plow service is this year.  
 

• Merv Singer commented on the wonderful job the whole Village does. From clearing the streets to 
collecting the garbage. All Village services are terrific.  
 

• Jim Mason said he has been hearing in the Aintree North area that the patchwork done on the roads isn’t 
holding up. We will talk with Service Director Doug Metzung next meeting.  
 

• Jim Mason thanked everyone for coming. 
 

• The next meetings have been scheduled for February 18th at 7:00 p.m. and April 7th at 7:00 p.m. 
 

• Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.  
 
 


