
ARB Mtg Minutes 
Sept 8, 2011 
Pg #1 

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES 

Mayfield Village 
Sept 8, 2011 

 
The Architectural Review Board met in regular session on Thurs, Sept 8, 2011 at 7:30 

p.m. at the Mayfield Village Civic Center, Main Conference Room. Chairman Pro Tem Joshua 
Klein presided.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Mr. Joshua Klein  Chairman Pro Tem 

Mr. Ivo Tombazzi 
Mr. Carmen Miozzi  
 

Absent: Mr. Ron Dinardo  Chairman 
Mrs. Mary Ann Wervey 
 

Also Present: Mr. John Marrelli  Building Commissioner (arrived 7:45 p.m.) 
Ms. Deborah Garbo  Secretary 

 
  
CONSIDERATION OF MEETING MINUTES      
 
Consideration of following minutes postponed to next meeting date:   
May 26, 2011 / June 23, 2011 / July 28, 2011 / Aug 18, 2011 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
1. Signage    Musca Properties 
     Village Plaza  
     6679 Wilson Mills Rd. 
     Cicogna Electric & Sign Co., Inc 
 
OPEN PORTION 
        
Chairman Pro Tem Klein called the meeting to order. 
 
Joe Musca introduced himself. I represent the property owner of Village Plaza. I have with me 
Lee Ann Sole from Cicogna Electric & Sign and Gary Neola from Cornerstone Architecture.  
 
Gary Neola, Cornerstone Architecture said Frank and Lee Ann were here before to talk 
about the signage. There were questions about the different materials in how it was going to 
match and blend. We discussed having something very cohesive and working with what’s there 
to enhance the architecture. We’re looking to keep all the sign letter colors the same; black. It’s 
very stately against the warm tones of the building, the brick, stone, shingles; the beige tones, 
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and the orange gray charcoal color. This will keep it all very consistent. The metal panel that 
the sign’s on will match and blend together very well.   
 
We’re really excited about having this type of sign up there where we can have tenants 
interchange without damaging the store front. It’s a great concept. We feel strongly this is a 
great solution and hope you agree. It ties the center together through color and not by 
restricting the font. It gives the tenants their individuality and yet they still have consistency & 
uniformity. The color will look white & luminated at night with a hallow behind it, really 
elegant. During the day will look black.  
 
Lee Ann Sole, Cicogna Electric & Sign Co demonstrates lit lettering. The vinyl that’s 
perforating which allows the light to come through, the farther back you get from the sign, the 
more the dots go away. At 30’ and up in the air, you don’t even see them at night, and certainly 
don’t see them during the day.  
 
Gary Neola said we think your suggestion at the last meeting was a reasonable suggestion; to 
keep all the lettering black for consistency. The font variation is what gives them their 
individuality and makes them recognizable. The colors will all be the same.  
 
Chairman Pro Tem Klein said based on the Board’s conversation from the last meeting, this is 
how I believe we asked for them to come back. I think you’ve met what we’ve asked for. You 
have size and area issues which you’ll need to seek variance approval for from the BZA. I 
believe the size of the signage makes sense for the distance from the street. As a Board, we 
would recommend the variance be approved. I feel the size is appropriate for the structure with 
the distance from the street so the letters could be seen. Mr. Tombazzi & Mr. Miozzi concur.  
 
Gary Neola agreed. You have large tenant areas that can allow big signs. If you start to restrict 
these, they’re going to look disproportioned and then you lose that consistency.  
 
Lee Ann Sole thinks this is a good compromise for everybody. If gives you the building 
looking aesthetically the way you want and I think the tenants will give up on color. They’ll 
fight you a little bit on the black letters but they’ll concede. But don’t mess with their logos or 
their fonts.   
 
DECISION 
 
Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Mr. Tombazzi made a motion to approve the proposed signage for 
Village Plaza @ 6679 Wilson Mills Rd contingent upon:  
 

• Board of Appeals approval on proposed size & area variances.            
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: Mr. Klein, Mr. Tombazzi, Mr. Miozzi   
Nays: None   

Motion Carried.  
Drawings Approved Contingent upon B.O.A. Variance approvals.  
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Mr. Miozzi has a comment not related to signage. I noticed this elevation sticking out, that hip 
roof over CVS from two views looks unfinished.  
 
Gary Neola replied I’ll cut to the chase. We didn’t cut it off to save money, we did it for a 
good reason. There’s a roof top unit right behind it. We couldn’t extend it out. This is set back 
about 20’ from the face of Pizza Roma. I don’t want to make it sound like it won’t be seen.  
 
Chairman Pro Tem Klein agrees it does look a little weird, looks chopped off.  
 

• Mr. Marrelli arrives at 7:45 p.m.  
 
Lee Ann Sole asked if they have to submit to the Board of Appeals as a group for the entire 
Plaza or for each individual tenant.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said one application, one submission with drawings for each tenant and then you’ll 
have a permit per tenant.   

Pizza Roma / Yours Truly 
Building Connector 

 
Joe Musca asked permission for discussion & feedback on a building issue.  
 
Mr. Marrelli asked Gary to explain.   
 
Gary Neola demonstrates different views on color photos. When we got approval for this 
project, we had discussion on how we were going to mass out the building. As a team, I felt we 
came up with a really good solution. As we were putting the drawings together, we were aware 
of the difference in floor elevation between the two buildings, we knew there was some 
difference but didn’t expect it was 42”. In theory it sounded like a great idea to connect it and 
make the whole center seem like one continuous building. To be honest with you, as an 
Architect, I think it’s going to look like a mistake. It’s going to look like we’re trying to force it 
together. Gary demonstrates how he’d like to return it. We’re asking for your consideration.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said in other words, you don’t want to put this interconnect, because they don’t 
meet.   
 
Gary Neola said correct. We studied this with different options, but it just doesn’t work. To do 
this properly, I’d submit a change for the Village’s approval. We really want to get your 
blessing on this. We’re not trying to pull something in hopes you wouldn’t see it. That’s not 
what we’re after. Joe Musca agreed, it was in the bid, but once this went up, it didn’t seem to 
work.  
 
Mr. Tombazzi suggested doing something in a round column and you’d never see the 
difference in elevation, top or bottom. A mansour roof if you want to call it.   
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Gary Neola said I’d be willing to take a look at that, my concern is that’s not part of the 
architecture anywhere on the building. With all due respect, I don’t think we’re getting 
anything for connecting it. I think it’s a waste of time & money.  
 
Mr. Miozzi said we were thinking it was to get signage for whoever was going to be back there.  
 
Discussion ensued on Pizza Roma & Yours Truly signage for this area.  
 
Mr. Marrelli thinks if the signs are that close together, that’s enough of a visual connection.  
 
Gary Neola agrees.  
 
Mr. Marrelli notes a bare area, an expanse of nothing next to the Pizza Roma sign that faces 
south. Are you going to put a blank there now?   
 
Lee Ann Sole said maybe it’ll be this backer box, or maybe not because we don’t know what 
size that tenant will be. Joe Musca said I think we’ll wait.  
 
Gary Neola said I don’t see it as an expanse of nothing. I see it as identifying a corner tenant.  
 
Mr. Miozzi would like to see the top plane brought out about 1’ over the corner and bumped 
out 8” to give definition and carry other elevation over. I don’t have a problem with you 
stopping it there, just think it would look better connected.  
 
Chairman Pro Tem Klein said I like the idea, but I can’t visual how it’s going to match up and 
look right. There’re a lot of angles going on there.  
 
Mr. Marrelli said you basically have a 42” difference. That’s huge.  
 
Gary Neola asked, does it look odd that there’re two buildings? I don’t think so. 
 
Chairman Pro Tem Klein said I think the only reason we did that was to get signage for the 
ends and corner, that was the whole thought.  
 
DECISION 
 
Mr. Miozzi, seconded by Mr. Tombazzi made a motion to approve change to eliminate 
connector between south & west elevation in the originally approved drawing as noted.    
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: Mr. Klein, Mr. Tombazzi, Mr. Miozzi   
Nays: None   

Motion Carried.  
Photographs Signed.  
Amended Drawings to be re-submitted.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Klein, seconded by Mr. Tombazzi made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Ayes: All        Motion Carried.  
Nays: None     Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.   
 
___________________________________                 
Chairman              
       _________________________________   
       Secretary 
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