
Mayfield Village Activities Committee Meeting 
Monday, October 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 

Civic Center 
 

MINUTES 
 

Attending:  Mary Alice Chandramouli, Terrie Haycox, Randy Hyde, Patsy Mills, Debbie Thomas, Edie 
Wohlgang, Nona Stella, Phil Stella, Sean Supler, Bill Thomas and Danielle Echt. 
 
Introduction:  The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:05 p.m. by Patsy Mills.   Randy made a motion 
to accept the June 24, 2009 Minutes as written.  Debbie Thomas seconded.   All attending approved the June 24, 
2009 Minutes as written.   
 
Review of 4th of July Celebration 

• Bill said that he thought everything went well.  The committee members agreed. 
• Randy asked about the changing of the verbiage in the Zambelli contract for the next three years.   He also 

asked if the deposit was sent.   Debbie said that as far as she is aware the deposit has not been paid and she 
has not seen the contract.  Patsy said that an escape clause has been added to the contract due to the 
economy.   Patsy said all departments have been cutting back and the employees are doing a great job.   

• Mary Alice asked if other communities canceled their fireworks this year.   The committee members said 
that a few did but a lot of the local communities still had them.  Patsy said Euclid’s businesses did not 
support them this year so they canceled and other committee members added that Euclid had safety 
concerns as well. 

• Danielle said the concession stand was very busy and that the line kept growing so they could not close at 
10:00 p.m.  She said the volunteers working couldn’t watch the fireworks with their family.   The 
committee members suggested posting signs saying that the concession stand closes at 10:00 p.m.  Billy J 
can also announce during the evening and at 9:30 p.m.  They also said that the lights could be turned off 
and the sides of the trailer could be closed at 10:00 p.m. to indicate the concession stand is closed. 

 
Review of Summer Concerts  

• Danielle said that the volunteers did a great job and there were enough to cover each concert. 
• Danielle reported that a few concerts were held indoor at the Community Room because of the weather.  

She said there was really low turnout for those concerts.   Volunteers left early those evenings (after 
intermission) because nobody was buying popcorn, ice-cream or pop. 

• Phil said there were a lot of good bands and he said it was expensive.  He suggested looking into local high 
school and college jazz bands because it would save money and showcase local talent.  Nona asked if they 
were available in the summer.  Phil said someone could call and look into it.   Patsy asked if the crowd 
would like jazz bands.  Phil said he thought they would because they do different versions of songs.   He 
suggested trying Lakeland, John Carroll and Mayfield High School while Nona suggested West Geauga 
High School and Tri-C.  Nona said they might have suggestions for other groups to contact.  Bill said a 
donation could be made.   Phil said yes, it could even be $100.  

• Edie said that the Service Department doesn’t need to set up coffee on warm nights because it is just a 
waste.  Sean suggested a pot of hot water and instant coffee and hot chocolate. 

 
Tree Lighting (Sunday, December 6, 7:00 p.m.) 

• A volunteer sign up sheet was passed around. 
• Patsy said donuts and cocoa will be served again.    Debbie asked where to get the donuts from.  Danielle 

suggested wherever is cheaper.   Debbie said Grendell’s Bakery gave us a discount; they charged us $4.00 
per dozen instead of $5.99.   

• Phil suggested some donut holes because often times people only eat part of a donut.  Debbie will look into 
it.   



• Danielle will make sure that Santa is aware of the date so he can pass out popcorn balls.  Bill will work 
with Alfredo’s to get popcorn balls again. 

• Patsy asked if elves have been secured.  Debbie said there is someone from the school who is interested and 
she has her name and phone number.   Danielle said that Chris Barni’s grandchildren might be interested.  
Bill will follow up with last year’s elves first to see if they are interested.    

 
Winter Solstice 

• Danielle reported that the Wetlands Committee decided not to offer this year. 
 
Menorah Lighting   (Friday, December 11, 7:00 p.m., Community Room) 

• A volunteer sign up sheet was passed around. 
• Danielle said that Michael Wolfe will be coordinating again.  She will follow up with him to see what 

refreshments he would like this year. 
 
Singing Angels (Sunday, December 19, 7:00 p.m.) 

• A volunteer sign up sheet was passed around. 
• Danielle asked the committee what they wanted to do for the reception this year.  She said the past few 

years they used a caterer.  In 2008 it cost $400 for cookies, set-up, tablecloths, etc.   Debbie was able to go 
back to 2006 when the committee did it on its own and it was around $100 for everything.  Patsy said the 
caterer made the cream puffs last year and they were very popular.   Edie said they can be bought.   Edie 
also said that there should be tablecloths in storage from previous years.  Patsy said that we need to check 
around for prices on cookies.    

• Patsy suggested planning for 250 people.  Debbie said that there are only 154 seats available when the stage 
is out.   Debbie said that we need to ask Rich Edelman about stage.   

• Danielle reminded the committee that last year there was an issue with not enough seats for those who 
purchased presale tickets.   Patsy suggested printing no reserved seats on the tickets.  Terrie also suggested 
numbering the tickets so that volunteers selling tickets that night know how many have been sold. 

• Phil asked if we make money or break even on this event.  Debbie said no and that we donate to the Angels 
and other charities.   Nona asked if it’s goodwill.   Patsy said that the Village does a lot of goodwill.  
Debbie said we pay the Singing Angels a flat rate, the money we collect from ticket sales goes to their 
scholarship fund and then the Village gives to charities that they suggest.  Debbie said last year we paid the 
Angels $1,200 to perform, we gave $1,200 towards charities and $300 to the Singing Angels Scholarship 
Fund.  Danielle said that money is also spent on the reception plus Rich purchases refreshments specifically 
for the Singing Angels.  Phil said it all sounds good but we need a good reason not to break even while 
running this program.  He said we can’t go to the same pockets all the time.  Phil asked if the Singing 
Angels would agree to breaking even.  Bill said he recommends selling the tickets at $16 to break even.  
Danielle asked why increase the price, why not give less to charity? Edie agreed.  Phil said he is sure the 
Angels are good but he asked about looking into other local groups, such as church groups for a holiday 
performance.  Patsy asked who makes the decision about how much to give.  Debbie said she wasn’t sure 
but in the past it was budgeted in and Rich Edelman picked the charity groups.  Danielle inquired about the 
4th of July performance and asked what we paid for that.   Debbie said we pay the Singing Angels but we 
don’t do the charity groups then.  Nona said the winter event and the idea is great but we need to cut back.   

• Mary Alice asked if we had to serve refreshments.  Nona suggested make a sign that in lieu of 
refreshments, money would be donated to a charity.  Patsy said most of the people are not Village residents 
and they are mostly the Singing Angels parents.   

• The committee members agreed that in the past an outrageous amount of money has been spent on the 
program.  Edie said it probably just snowballed from the original program offering.  Patsy said the problem 
with our special events is that they are so popular because we do them so well.  She said the volunteers all 
do a great job.   

 
 



Cruise Night (Saturday, June 12, 2010) 
• Patsy said it would be a shame to abandon this event but how do you cut back or make money?   Phil asked 

what the other communities that host car shows do.   Patsy said Mentor’s is held on private property and 
Willoughby charges.   Phil suggested that someone call the other communities to see how they run theirs.     

• Patsy suggested charging for people to cruise and park in a spot.   Nona said charging would be very 
difficult for a volunteer to handle. Danielle and Sean thought it would be very hard to police who paid and 
who hasn’t.   Terrie suggested making a sticker or card for the car so we would know who paid.  Bill said 
he wasn’t sure if collecting money like that would work.  Danielle said there is time to pursue options. 
Patsy suggested having everyone pre-register for the event. 

 
Dates for 2010 Special Events 

• Mothers Day Pancake Breakfast-Sunday, May 9 
• Summer Concerts-Thursdays, beginning July 8 
• Fourth of July Celebration-Saturday, July 3 
• Holiday Tree Lighting-Sunday, December 5 
• Menorah Lighting- tentatively December 1 
• Singing Angels-tentatively December 18   

 
Open Discussion 

• Phil said that a new popcorn machine is needed.   Danielle said Mary Ann was looking into it but if she 
remembered correctly, Mary Ann was finding a lot that look like our current machine.  Phil said maybe try 
a bigger one.  Patsy said she didn’t think it was a size issue and they all operate the same.  Phil said the size 
is an issue because of ergonomics.  Patsy said with a bigger container you could pop more popcorn.   Nona 
suggested getting rid of popped popcorn and just using pre-popped.   The committee said the attendees like 
the smell and taste of the popped so they would like to continue popping it.  Bill suggested asking Kiss `n 
Korn about a refurbished machine.  Debbie said that he was supposed to look at our machine but he never 
did.   Phil also suggested looking into Humphrey’s. 

• Phil asked if we had recycling available at our special events.  Danielle said that we thought it was tried in 
the past and people were throwing their trash in the recycling bins.  She said she would look into it with the 
Service Department.   Phil said even if there was trash in with recyclable items, the trash company would 
separate it.   After the meeting, Danielle followed up with Service.   Recycling was not offered at the 
special events this summer because it was ineffective when they tried it last year; people did not really use 
the containers and if they did, it was usually for garbage. 

• Bill reported that the summer teen event at Parkview Pool was rained out again for the second year in a 
row.   He may not offer it in 2010. 

• Patsy said new members are always welcomed to join the committee.  She invited current committee 
members to spread the word. 

• The meeting concluded at 8:15 p.m. 
 
 

Next Meeting:   Monday, November 9, 7:00 p.m., Mayfield Village Civic Center 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Danielle M. Echt., 
Assistant Recreation Director 
 


